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Introduction

en I was growing up in the
1970s and ’80s, every older person
had lived through the Second

World War. They all had their own interesting
and unique ‘war stories. My grandmother
recounted tales of dark nights huddled in her
Anderson shelter in Queensbury, London, as
bombs flattened neighbouring homes, whilst her
brother quietly recalled narrow escapes fighting
fires in the London docks as an AFS fireman.

I began noticing other fading evidence of the
world’s largest conflict: an incongruous row of
post-war houses wedged in a smart Victorian
terrace marking where a V1 flying bomb fell.
An overgrown air raid shelter lurking behind
a fence, or a crumbling concrete pillbox on the
beach amongst holidaymakers, still standing
sentry, all those years on.

Aged 15, I started interviewing former ARP
wardens and Home Guards about the Blitz in
my London neighbourhood of Highgate. These
eyewitnesses have now all passed on, but all the
above evidence fired my interest: clearly, this
was one of the most important episodes in our
nation’s history.

General history books and documentaries
gave a wider but two-dimensional realisation of
the period. However, when I was given an old
gas mask and stirrup pump, the history instantly
burst vividly to life, becoming 3D and tangible: a
direct connection to events all those decades past
was established. I started spending my pocket
money in old junk shops and collector’s fairs on
wartime memorabilia, each object enhancing my
understanding of such a momentous epoch — I
haven't stopped since and the following objects
you will see are the partial results of over thirty
years research and collecting.

This solid surviving evidence is vital to our
comprehension of Britain’s war. You can’t travel
back in time, but these objects allow us a flavour
of those turbulent and historic times. Archive
photos and film footage give the impression that
the war years were monochrome. But, as these
objects show, despite restrictions, the period was
actually full of vibrant colour.

During the examination of historic objects, the
phrase ‘If only this could talk ..."is often heard:
in this book, they almost can. All the objects have
a general contextual background history and any
specific known associated story has also been
included, all in a clear form, with cross-references
to related subjects. Fact-packed, with names,
dates and statistics, this book is not, however, a
potted history of Britain in the Second World
War: the main general histories of the subject are
listed in the bibliography for further reading. The
aim of the book has been to mainly portray the
everyday objects that Britons experienced on the
Home Front, thus items related to more hidden
aspects, such as radar, Bletchley Park or unseen
secret operations, are not featured.

However, the following often humble 100
objects are equally historically important. They
are both testimony and memorials to the struggle
and sacrifices our forebears made to preserve
the freedoms we still enjoy today. The objects’
everyday simplicity and commonality reflects
Churchill’s “This is a war of the unknown warriors’
speech, when civilians ‘carrying on'with daily life,
going to work or even just enjoying themselves
was resistance to Hitler and all he espoused.

We will now follow the course of Britain’s
Home Front in the Second World War via our
100 objects.

Austin J. Ruddy, 2019.
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PUBLIC INFORMATION
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keep it carefully.
You may peed it.

How to keep it
and How to Use it

MASKING YOUR
WINDOWS

PUBLIC INFORMATION
LEAFLET NO. 2

Read  this and
keep it carefully.
You may need it.
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1. IF WAR SHOULD COME.. LEAFLETS, JULY 1939

— if, possibly, a tad condescending to the modern
reader — You, in your turn, can help to make
those plans work, if you understand them and
act in accordance with them.’

The second leaflet, Your Gas Mask, How to
Keep it and How to Use it. Masking your windows,
addressed what was considered to be the main
threat to civilians, chemical warfare: “Take care
of your gas mask and your gas mask will take
care of you!’, plus the blackout [see Object 4].

'The third leaflet, Evacuation — Why and How?,
stressed the necessity of removing ‘children,
expectant mothers and the blind’ from the
bombers target areas: “The transport of some

)

3,000,000 in all is an enormous undertaking ...
[see Object 3].

The fourth leaflet, Your Food in War-time,
explained how to maintain food stocks and gave
notice that rationing would be introduced: ‘In
war time, there would be no food to waste, but
with your care and co-operation we shall have
enough.’

'The fifth leaflet, Fire Precautions in War Time,
on orange paper, issued just a month before
the outbreak of war, seems almost like a last-
minute afterthought. It warned of the dangers
of incendiary bombs [see Object 39] and how to
tackle them, with the sage words: ‘All large fires
start as small ones.’

A sixth leaflet, Poison Gas and Food in Your
Home, apparently issued in much fewer numbers
by the Ministry of Food eight months after
the outbreak of war in May 1940 during the
German invasion of Western Europe, again
addressed what many assumed was the greatest
threat, chemical warfare.

Unlike the letterbox junk mail of today,
the leaflets’ cover note — ‘Read this and keep
it carefully. You may need it’ — clearly made
their recipients sit up and take notice: these
instructions were read and squirreled away in
sideboard drawers for future reference — so
much so, this series of leaflets is still found quite
commonly today.
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2: 'LOWIN" ARP ACTIVATION TELEGRAM, AUGUST 1939

Britain's wartime ARP organisation lay in its early
pre-war inception in 1924, allowing fifteen years
of planning. Often criticised as overly bureaucratic,
in this case, governmental organisations acted
early enough and in doing so, saved millions of
British lives.

At the top of the civil defence pyramid was
the Minister of Home Security (also Home
Secretary), head of the newly formed Ministry
of Home Security, based at the Home Office,
London. At the outbreak of war in 1939, this
was Sir John Anderson MP (1882-1958),
replaced in October 1940 by the successful
Herbert Morrison MP (1888-1965), for the
war’s duration.

From February 1939, Britain was divided
into twelve Civil Defence Regions, each headed
by a Regional Commissioner. In the event of
severance of central control from London,
through air raid destruction or even invasion,
each of these Regions could become autonomous,
operating independently under the authority of
the Regional Commissioner. He was the direct
link between central and local government and
it was his role to implement government policy

across his region. In extreme circumstances, such
as the breakdown of local authority control due
to heavy bombing, the Regional Commissioner
could take direct control of a conurbation.

However, although central and local authority
bureaucracy may have been fully operational, it
was a different story at ground level: there were
massive shortages at front-line level. The vast
majority of local authority ARP services were
understafted by, in some cases, several thousand
personnel. This was due for several reasons, from
public reticence and wishful-thinking that it
would ‘all blow over’, through to active opposition
by some councils: although the 1937 ARP Act
made it mandatory for local authorities to create
ARP plans, some, such as London’s West Ham
and Stepney borough councils, resisted on cost
grounds.

After the Germans invaded Western
Europe in May 1940 and the threat to Britain
became more pressing, the public filled the
ARP personnel quotas and any shortfalls were
made up throughout the war years by official

government conscription or ‘direction’.
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o
here are several million people — and | 1.5 million Britons were evacuated: 827,000
their descendants — alive today who can | school children, 524,000 mothers and ba bies £
‘thank a single government ARP policy | 13,000 pregnant women, 70,000 disabled peé ple
for their existence: evacuation. and over 103,000 teachers and helpers.
Realising cities would be major air raid targets, Generally, though not exclusively, dre
plans had been drawn up in 1938 to remove the | from working-class families took up the
! .4.I.nl3§t vulnerable. Britain was divided into three | government’s scheme, to be billeted with
o - «.;area's:_‘evacuation’ or ‘danger’ zones, mainly larger | strangers, whereas the middle and upper
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M F‘I ~ evacuation of children and mothers was highly | independently, to stay with friends and relatives.
. recommended; ‘neutral’ zones, such as county However, unlike as popularly envisaged today, 5
: i f'oWn_s_ and cities, which were under some threat | the evacuation was not a mass exodus that left
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- A gathered at their schools, were identity
- '-'-.u labelled and escorted in groups to

y 4 -\. : rallway stations. In the first three days,
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3: EVACUEE IDENTIFICATION LABEL, SEPTEMBER 1939

suffered last-minute cold feet. Indeed, when the
expected air raids did not materialise, 60 per cent
of children returned back to their homes at
Christmas 1939.

But as the Phoney War faded and became
real, there were several more evacuations. In
summer 1940, when Germany occupied France
and invasion threatened, 100,000 people were
moved inland from coastal towns. Likewise, just
months later, when the air raids started, the cities
were once again evacuated.

Children were also evacuated abroad. From
June 1940, the Children’s Overseas Reception
Board evacuated over 2,500 youngsters by ship
to Canada, Australia, South Africa and New
Zealand. 'The scheme ended abruptly on 17
September 1940, when German submarine
U-48 sunk the City of Benares ship, with the
loss of seventy-seven of the ninety child evacuees
aboard.

A final, sometimes forgotten evacuation took
place in summer 1944, when over a million
evacuees left southern England to get away from
the new V-weapons menace.

It is estimated that a total 3.5 million Britons
were evacuated during the war. The experience
proved to be mixed. Many generous hosts opened
their doors, whilst other doors were only opened
by the threat of compulsory billeting orders.

Some evacuees were welcomed into warm,
caring homes, making new ‘family’ and friends,
better than their previous inner-city lives and
did not want to return in 1945. Other evacuees
entered into cold, resentful or even abusive
households. In turn, evacuees also varied: some
were polite and grateful, others, the opposite.
One Midlands resident recalled: “The evacuees
were strange, wild creatures, with a different
tongue and were invariably very tough — as we
found to our cost.” Either way, the evacuation
experience, for evacuees and their hosts, would
never be forgotten.

As Manchester was a potential bombing
target, 172,000 children from 236 schools were
evacuated from the city. This evacuation identity
label was for a 14-year-old schoolgirl who lived
in Prestwich, just 3 miles north of Manchester.
Not all the details on her label were filled in, but
it appears that around 1939 she was evacuated
with her classmates of Notre Dame High
School, via train from Manchester’s Victoria
Station, to Blackpool, about 50 miles away — not
too distant from her home and by the sea. The
coastal resort became home to 35,000 evacuees,
mostly from Manchester, but also Merseyside
and even London. I wonder how this girls
wartime evacuation experience proved?
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Y 4 ight pollution’ means that all Britain’s
' cities can now be clearly seen from
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space as areas bearing a bright tell-

tale glow, surrounded by countryside darkness.

However, in 1939, the lights went out across

Britain — and would not pierce the veil of the
blackout for another five years.

Although the Luftwaffe had the world’s

most sophisticated electronic beam navigation

THE HARTLEY
HEADLAMP
DEVICE

_ Geting
for correct NE 2

« with the

' ‘ '
systems, air crews still relied on visual targeting

to aim their bombs. So, at the start of 1938,‘1"

the Air Defence Research Council conducted 1:-

several blackout experiments in Midland cities

to see the efficacy of dousing all lights, in a bid
to hide conurbations at night and hinder enemy
bombers.

Britain’s blackout regulations were introduced
on 1 September 1939, two days before the




4: BLACKOUT CAR HEADLAMP, SEPTEMBER 1939

outbreak of war. A variety of compulsory
measures were introduced: windows and doors
had to be ‘blacked out’ with dark material
or boards, street lights were doused and car
headlights fitted with metal filters, such as this
Hartley headlamp device, to reduce the spread of
their beams. Small, low-power hand torches were
sold, but there was a shortage of their batteries.

The blackout was strictly enforced by ARP
wardens and police, shouting ‘Put that light
out!” In 1940, 300,000 Britons were prosecuted
for breaching the blackout, the fines being the
equivalent of just under a week’s wages.

But, ironically, this mass safety measure
caused widespread problems. Under the cover
of darkness, crime rose, with muggings and
smash-and-grab shop robberies widely reported.
Pedestrians walked into lamp posts, tripped over
kerbs or fell down steps. Worse still, there was
a drastic rise in car accidents: in the first four
months of the war, 4,133 people were killed on
Britain’s roads, 2,657 of whom were pedestrians
—and this was in the Phoney War lull, before the
Luftwaffe had even dropped a single bomb.

When the night Blitz began, despite the
blackout being overwhelmingly adhered to,
its effectiveness proved debatable. A ‘bomber’s
moon’ aided the Luftwafte, with moonlight
reflected on and illuminating railway lines,
rivers, even rain-soaked streets. Unfortunately,
it was also reported that anti-aircraft searchlight

beams sometimes reflected off low clouds and
illuminated the very cities they were supposed
to be protecting. In turn, Luftwaffe bombers
initiated their raids with parachute flares that,
according to witnesses, ‘turned night into day’.

The blackout’s

antisocial, restricting nightlife in cities and

‘stygian  gloom’  proved

lowering morale, causing much grumbling. Some
MPs even campaigned for its lifting. Attempting
a compromise, many urban councils introduced
reduced power ‘star light’ street lamps. However,
they cast a dreary glow on the streets and despite
their low light, many residents feared they could
still aid the bombers.

With the turning tide of the war and
disappearance of the Luftwafte, on 17 September
1944, the ‘dim-out’ was introduced, allowing
slight measures, such as shop windows to be
mildly illuminated. It wasn't until 30 April 1945,
the day of Hitler’s suicide and just a week before
the war’s end in Europe, that the blackout was
finally lifted. Reports in local newspapers testify
that crowds gathered to ‘bathe’ in the lights in
town centres or had ‘illumination parties’, with
curtains wide open.

Now, over seventy years on, some councils
create their own mini-blackouts, switching off
street lights after a certain hour as an austerity
measure in a time of pressured finances and
environmental concerns.
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L g t 11.15 am, on Sunday, 3 September | Victory, created by civil servan'EA P Wa i

- 1939, Britain’s Prime Minister Neville | was meant to steady nerves and boo t p
. Chamberlain (1869-1940) announced | morale: in surveys, it was found to il e
~to the nation that for the second time in just | opposite. Read in another way, it suggested n% o o

a -’ i - - . . . -l .- —r
- over twenty years, Britain was once again at | the British people’s struggle — and worse still,

- war. Despite sincere — on his part, at least — | by implication, their sacrifice — would 1 ly

~ attempts to avoid international conflict and | consolidate the powers-that-be. Zhe szeycalle "
- ’

i

.‘ bloodshed, his fascist counterparts, Germany’s | the poster ‘an insipid and patronising invocation'.
45~Adolf Hitler (1889-1945) and Italy’s Benito Indeed, the other three posters in the series, =
Aunssohm (1883-1945), had no real interest | Freedom isin Peril, Defend it With All Your Might, l &.ch.
~ in negotiation: thus, Chamberlain, in tired | Dont Help the Enemy! Careless Talk May Give
~ unfortunate words in twentieth-century British | Oz were no more appealing. They looked like
~ history: ... consequently this country is at war | something more out of authoritarian Stalinist

=

4R tones, broadcast some of the most famous and | Away Vital Secrets; and Keep Calm and Carry !
b

with Germany.’ Russia than a free democracy. Indeed, their style i{
.~ Though Chamberlain’s policy of appeasing | of Newspeak’ seems to have been mimicked in s
h |

! i‘" the aggressors proved controversial, it did bide

L &
i'l.l nough time for Britain to rearm and prepare the
-

L e nation’s infrastructure for the struggle to come. a3
- Many governmental departments used this
' ~ time to plan - with the exception of one of

4
: 8 h ~ the most important agencies, the Ministry of
I

|' Information, which was only officially formed YOUR COU RAGE

nF,u |‘  the day affer the outbreak of war — and it showed.

I‘HddbM f Infe Hugh
‘ ,jl_- | M:?crjill(;n ({8731113?5) Oas :'zso::r?lt;o:ugg:s%s, YOUR CHEERFUI.N ESS
: -| "']'IJ R éthdﬁ Ministry was also responsible for propaganda,
b

in film, radio and print. Perhaps due to its YOUR RESOL“TION

‘4 1r;p}ipem,ence and rushed nature, although civil
el ser'ﬁnts‘had started preparations in April 1939,

. the Mlmstl’)’s first poster campaign backfired,
> be "._ ing an abject lesson in how ot to ke U WI lL BRI NG
frends and influence people.

' 9 issued a series of four posters,

me, 1mple design and tone, bearing
qtormma.‘nds in ca-ﬁlta].rlcttcrls i US ‘ I ORY
.e‘. arK_uEC' age, =

._.I'r




5: YOUR COURAGE.. POSTER, SEPTEMBER 1939

the apocryphal 1949 novel, Nineteen Eighty-
Four, by George Orwell (1903-50), as was the
Ministry’s headquarters, at the impressive but
overbearing 1937 art deco Senate House, in
Bloomsbury, central London, on which Orwell
based his Ministry of Truth building.

Ironically, the most famous of these posters,
Keep Calm and Carry On, although 2.5 million
were printed, was never officially at least,
issued. Intended for use only after devastating
mass air raids, it was only after one was found
in a Northumberland second-hand bookshop
in 2000 that the poster was actually widely
consumed by the public, via a savvy private
commercial entrepreneur.

But, back in 1939, the campaign’s own goal
led to political admonishment, removal of
the Ministry’s Press Relations Group and the
reduction of the Ministry’s staff by a third.
However, lessons were learned. From then
on, it is noticeable that British propaganda
posters became more subtle and sophisticated,
using professional artists and designers. The
finger-pointing was replaced by less officious,
generalised, third-person invocations, such as
Dig for Victory, Salute the Soldier, Beware the
Squander Bug. The information war had only just
begun ...

11
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6: General Civilian Respirator,?':
September 1939

as masks are perhaps the most

r ) symbolic and evocative objects of the

e British Home Front, produced in their

E millions, yet ironically — and fortunately — never
; needed during the six years of conflict.

The fear of chemical warfare was a lasting

T legacy from the previous world war, which

worried both the government and populace. As
such, the first ARP measures largely concentrated
on countering this grim menace.
b The Chemical Defence Experimental Station
B (now the Defence Science and Technology
| Laboratory) at Porton Down, Wiltshire, was tasked
f y with developing gas masks — officially, respirators —

that were economical to manufacture, yet effective.

Fortunately, the vast majority of respirators were
produced before the war, when rubber supplies
from the Far East were still available.

By the Munich Crisis of September 1938,

some thirty-eight million general civilian

respirators had been issued. However, by the

war'’s end, a staggering ninety-seven million had

been made, explaining their commonality today.
lL— : With a doctor’s certificate, those with asthma
could obtain the respirator with a nose outlet
b valve to aid breathing. Only 350,000 of this rare
o variant were produced.

However, there were actually several different

types of respirator produced. A rather strange-

- looking device, with a large viewing panel and

~ side bellows, called a baby helmet, involved
% *placmg the top half of the baby inside it and the
mother pumping air into the chamber. Some
yo million helmets were produced. y
o By ) rol nd three ml]llon small child’s respirators, '

] N o
fo infants aged around two to five, were

-




6: GENERAL CIVILIAN RESPIRATOR, SEPTEMBER 1939

manufactured, with a bright red rubber face piece
and blue filter, designed to be less intimidating
to young children. Mysteriously, it was known as
a ‘Mickey Mouse gas mask’, even though it bore
no resemblance to the Disney character. Later, a
war economy version, with a plain, black rubber
face piece, known as a ‘Pluto gas mask’, named
after the Disney dog, was produced from 1942.

For the ARP services, such as wardens and
ambulance drivers, 4.5 million civilian duty
respirators were issued, essentially a chunkier
version of the general civilian respirator. A version
was even produced with a built-in microphone
for telephone switchboard operators. Those ARP
personnel operating in tougher conditions, such as
rescue workers or decontamination squads, were
issued with the standard military service respirator,
with an air tube and separate, bagged filter.

For the elderly and those with breathing
difficulties, 50,000 helmet or ‘invalid’ respirators
were issued, with a framework headpiece and air
bellows on the front. Similarly, 36,000 hospital
respirators, the rarest of the civilian series, were
produced. Both were similar in design and
principle to the baby helmet respirator, requiring
the wearer or an assistant to manually pump air
into the headpiece.

Businesses were quick to produce a variety of

carriers for the general civilian respirator, from

simple cloth covers to decorated tin containers,
even special handbags with a storage pouch.

Later in the war, despite the obvious risk, it
became a sign of bravado not to carry your gas
mask in public. Fortunately, Hitler never used
poison gas against Britain: there is one theory
that, aside from the fear of retaliation, the
widespread issuing of respirators potentially
nullified the viability of poison gas as an offensive
weapon of choice.

Over seventy years on, wartime gas masks still
turn up today in attics or collectors’ fairs. Though
interesting and important, poignant relics, they
should never be worn, as their filters contain
harmful asbestos.

This general civilian respirator is an early
June 1937-dated example, with a rubber face
piece made by the Henley Tyre and Rubber
Company of London. The white head strap
indicates it is a ‘large’ size. The white cotton
tape holds an additional Contex filter that was
added to respirators from May 1940 against
Arsine smoke gases. Its original cardboard box
of issue has been protected by the addition of
a leatherette-strapped carrier. Also discovered
in the container was this small snapshot of two
boys wearing their general civilian respirators in
their back garden around summer 1939 or 1940!

A group of school children during a gas
mask drill, circa 1941, (Historic Military
Press)
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7. PETROL RATION COUPONS, SEPTEMBER 1939

petrol rationing was soon introduced on 23
September 1939, just three weeks after the war’s
outbreak. Those who tried to pre-empt rationing
by hoarding petrol, if caught, were heavily fined.

Petrol coupons were issued, the amount
varying to the car’s horse-power: initially, 200
miles-worth of petrol was allowed per month
- meaning long-distance journeys largely
disappeared overnight. Here’s an example of a
motor fuel ration book for a motorcycle from
November 1941.

Branded petrol was replaced by ‘pool’, a
medium-quality fuel, so-called because the
petrol companies pooled their resources together
for the war effort. However, in actual fact,
despite the pressure on Britain’s supply lines, in
the summer of 1940 the nation’s fuel stocks were
surprisingly plentiful: careful pre-war planning
by the oil companies meant that, although
targeted by the Luftwaffe, the nation’s oil tank
farms still held enough fuel: so much so, it was
even considered using oil as an anti-invasion
weapon to set the beaches and sea on fire. In the
event of a German invasion, the Home Guard
had confidential orders to destroy petrol stations
to prevent their use by invaders, as such supplies
would be a key factor in their advance.

While the construction of German autobahn
motorways continued until 1943, in Britain,
many of the new roads and bypasses planned in
the 1930s were suddenly kicked into the long
grass as the road construction companies and
materials were diverted into building airfield
runways. Thus, road travel was often long and

exhaustive, along the old B-roads, passing
through many towns and villages — sometimes
further delayed by Home Guard roadblock
checks and the removal of location signs.

However, the toll on tankers inflicted by
U-boats in the Battle of the Atlantic bit hard.
When a tanker was torpedoed, there was little
chance of survival for its brave merchant seamen.
'The crisis peaked in July 1942, when the basic
petrol ration was banned altogether, except for
those on essential business. At this point, many
cars were simply put up on blocks in the garage
under dustsheets for the duration’.

Alternatives, such as gas, coal and even wood-
powered vehicles were introduced, but proved of
limited popularity. Once again, the black market
filled the gap — if you were willing to pay up to
five times the price of a gallon of petrol. To try
and catch illicit fuel usage, petrol for commercial
or agricultural use was dyed red. However, it was
commonly known that the dye could be strained
out simply by pouring it through a gas mask
filter.

However, to most Britons in the 1940s, all
this made little difference: cars were still a luxury
that most families could not afford — archive
photographs show whole residential streets
empty of parked cars, unlike today.

Petrol rationing finally ended on 26 May
1950, five years after the war’s end. In today’s age,
with a variety of petrol stations to freely pull in
and fill up with as much fuel as you want, petrol
ration coupons such as these seem a strange and
distant concept.
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fyou were stopped in the street by the police,

 could you prove who you are? Indeed, would

- you object to having to prove who you are? In

> __ -wartime Britain, government legislation ensured

B - the carrying of identity cards was compulsory, to
~ safeguard the nation from spies and criminals.

3 ' - _ Yo Way before biometrics, microchips, holograms

*IJ Ry il widespread colour photography, very

\ g‘é?lmpli folded cards were issued in their millions

- to Britons as their number one form of identity.

lr(J)n this one document depended everything,

MATIONAL REGISTRATION NAT#ONAL REGISTRATION

Az’/\? £ | 169 : n 17:)”#5_ 69
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I. This ldentity Card must be carefully preserved. You ‘.4 -'J_:“ o T
may need it under conditions of national emergency for R N TN o
important purposes. You must not lese it or Iallu\iv I't o f M] F
be stolzn, If, nevertheless, it is stolen or completely lost, i

u must report the fact in person at any local National RggISterEd mmress 0 {Wﬁ, erson
Kneginntion Office.
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grown up person should be responsible for the keeping of | OFFIGIAL STAMP
his or her Identity Card. The Identity Card cf a child LA 3 (zal(ﬂ s
should be kept by the parent or guardian or person in | f;
charge of the child for the time being. PR B . \
4. Anyone finding this Card must hand it in at a Police |
Station or Mational Registration Office. | -
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§: IDENTITY CARD, SEPTEMBER 1939

1939, made it compulsory for all Britons to carry
an identity card. On National Registration Day,
29 September 1939, every household in Britain
had to complete a survey listing every occupant.
These forms were collected and processed,
leading to the issue of forty-six million identity
cards.

Initially, all identity cards were buff coloured,
but after March 1943, cards for adults were of
light blue card, while those issued to children
under sixteen remained buff. Your card carried
details of your marital status, name, age, gender,
occupation and address and, most importantly,
your individual National Registration number.
This was the ‘smart’ part of the card. Rather
than just a random long number assigned to
your name, your number identified your family
household, even which locality you lived in.

The card was really more designed for
administration purposes and form filling: you
could not obtain food or, later, clothing ration
books without the card. You needed it when
applying for work, to see if you were applicable
for a reserved occupation or liable to join the
armed services. These were all applications that
took days to process and were reference number-
based.

However, despite the relative sophistication of
the number identification system, it had major
flaws. As an immediate form of identification, it
was seriously lacking. Most identity cards did not
possess a photograph of the bearer, so if stopped
by a policeman and you were in possession of
somebody else’s card, it was difficult to prove
you really were (or were not) John Smith’.
Likewise, although they did have some fine print
detail, it was still possible to forge these simple
documents.

Identity cards were not the only form of
official recognition. If you served in the ARP,
Home Guard, or, indeed, any of the Home Front

services, you often had an identity card for that
specific organisation.

Many factories and businesses produced
enamel lapel badges bearing their company name
with the words ‘On National Service’, enabling
their employees to access important restricted
works. These badges were also issued to avoid
the debacle of the previous world war, when
working men in civilian clothes were issued with
white feathers by those who accused them of
cowardice, believing they were not playing their
part in the war effort.

Although the war ended in 1945, the identity
card scheme remained in force for another
seven years, in an attempt to counter the black
market and those avoiding National Service. In
December 1950, Liberal councillor Clarence
Willcock (1896-1952) refused to show his
identity card when stopped for speeding in north
London. He was prosecuted under the National
Registration Act 1939, but successfully appealed,
arguing that the national emergency that led
to the act had expired. The second Churchill
government repealed the act on 22 May 1952,
but every few decades the issue of identity cards
is still debated in Parliament.

Not my identity card, but my father’s! My
grandfather, Sapper 1867956 Austin Ruddy,
of the Royal Engineers, was wounded during
the 1940 campaign in France. Invalided out of
active service, he became base staff at the Royal
Engineers barracks in Ripon, North Yorkshire.
He also moved his wife, Edith, and daughter,
Pamela, away from the Blitz in London to be with
him. My father, also Austin, was born in 1942
and ten days later was issued this buff identity
card, bearing his own National Registration
number. Just to confuse matters, the card was
signed by his father — also Austin! Around 1951,
the family moved back to London, hence the
white change of address sticker.
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December 1939

or over 200 years now, the British have
~ been known the world over for their love
of tea. Originally an expensive luxury
drink for the upper classes kept safely locked
- away in tea caddies, it became popular with all
 Britons in the middle of the eighteenth century
when the government removed a tax on it.
However during the Second World War tea
took on a whole new significance as a reassuring

* and refreshing pep to morale.

r_
- Tea was served from mobile canteens to

' I"‘" bombed-out residents and tired ARP workers at

the scene of an incident or in thousands of mugs
from factory canteens. But tea was an overseas

- product, not grown in Britain, which had to be
imported from the other side of the world — a big
operation, even in peacetime, made all the more
complicated in time of war.

So, how did the government ensure that tea-
loving Britons could still enjoy their daily cuppa?
The answer is, with a great deal of help from the
tea industry, at home and thousands of miles

~ away in India and Africa.

Rectangular teabags were not invented until
- 1944, and even then loose tea was still the norm.
Brl’calns first foods were rationed in January
1%0 but tea was left alone for another six

2 months Lord Woolton, Minister of Food, later

el -reca#led ‘Rationing tea was more than a bit of

TNy r1sk My expenenced political friends told
me that |any ‘minister who interfered with the

rpmltted political suicide.” Perhaps
g a‘eason why the tea ration was
ely generous: 20z of tea per person
'r_nalgelt_hree cups a day V(.later,_

.",'{.n )

Officialdom took precautions to guard this
valued commodity. Tea was stored outside the
capital, away from London’s bombed warehouses.
In 1941, the Empire Tea Bureau even produced'
a ten-minute film called Tea Making Tips, which i
included ‘a few simple rules’ on the preservation '
of tea and the best way to make it. To conserve -
rations, the Ministry of Food advised ‘one

spoonful of tea for each person and none f(?f the

pot’. - T
Even so, emergency ‘Pool tea, ﬁ; single, =
government emergency brand, was almt;si.
introduced three times when tea supplies were c :
threatened: packages and labels were everi' o
printed. In 1942, on the north- -east Ind1
frontier with Burma, tea plantations were
threatened with being overrun by the adva r "
Japanese. The Ministry of Food’s Tea Diy
brought up all extra tea stocks in Indiﬁ L,,nC
anywhere it could find it, including Pﬁfn &
The workers of the India Tea A fw'
were working ‘all-out” to provide a m:
yield of crop, but thousandas\of he tea
an,,d p1ckers were also. p fc




9: "WAR AGAINST HITLERISM® TEAPOT, DECEMBER 1939

tea producers in southern India also increased
production and eventually half the tea ration
came from Ceylon (now Sri Lanka).

There was also competition for tea stocks from
the armed services abroad, who valued a quick
brew-up during a lull in the fighting. Also, each
of the twenty million Red Cross parcels sent to
British prisoners of war contained a quarter-
pound package of Twinings tea.

Then, it was up to the brave sailors of the
Merchant Navy [see Object 84] to traverse
treacherous U-boat infested seas to bring the
tea to Britain, which, incidentally, was no easy
cargo: dried tea leaves contain fannings or dust
particles, which, when mixed with air in the form
of a dust cloud, can cause an explosion if sparked.

Britons would have to wait over seven years
after the war, on 3 October 1952, before tea
rationing ended - then they could drink as much

tea as they liked.

'This fancy earthenware teapot was made by the
pottery of A.G.Richardson & Co.Ltd, of Tunstall
and Cobridge, Staffordshire, for their Crown
Ducal range. As written on one side, it was made
for sale in the Christmas 1939 catalogue of the
mail order firm, Dyson & Horsfall, of Aqueduct
Street, Preston. It is decorated with the flags of
the Allied and Commonwealth countries, with
the words ‘Liberty and Freedom’ on one side and
the inscription: ‘War Against Hitlerism — This
souvenir teapot was made for Dyson & Horsfall
of Preston to replace aluminium stocks taken
over for Allied armaments, 1939’ with the added
wording, ‘That right shall prevail’. The teapot
still surfaces in antiques and militaria fairs, so
it must have been a popular wartime Christmas
present. This particular example is still heavily
tea-stained — I wonder how many cups it served
throughout the war?

Tea and refreshments being served by ARP personnel in an air raid shelter. (Historic Military Press)

—
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10: Lord Haw-=Haw Postcard,

1940

‘ armany  calling,  Jarmany calling
... grated the sinister, sneering
J voice through big box wirelesses
into Britain’s homes. But who was the
mysterious English-sounding propagandist
with haughty tones, broadcasting from
Germany?
Nicknamed TLord Haw-Haw’
after the outbreak of war by newspaper

soon

critic Jonah Barrington (really Cyril Carr
Dalmaine, 1904-86) as this postcard
shows, his background was surmised upon:
a disgruntled toff> A two-dimensional
movie villain? In actual fact, he was neither:
he was a convicted street-fighting thug
who climbed the greasy ladder of fascism
to become its international mouthpiece.
Yet, Haw-Haw’s notoriety became a draw
to millions of Britons, as much a radio
celebrity and mentioned in the same breath
as ‘Big-hearted’ Arthur Askey and Richard
‘Stinker’ Murdoch, comic entertainers of
the popular BBC radio show, Band Waggon.

Although  Britain’s
intelligence  organisation MI5 already

secret  home
quietly knew his identity, it was Haw-Haw
who revealed his name, live on air, in April
1940. Born to Anglo—Irish parents on 24
April 1906, in New York, USA, William
Joyce attended school in Galway, Ireland. As a
teenager, during the Irish War of Independence
he assisted the British Army against the IRA.
Fleeing possible repercussions, Joyce came to
L England around 1922, living in south London.
3:’5'_‘ - It was here that his interest in fascism grew. In
; i 1932, he joined the British Union of Fascists
- (BUEF), becoming its Director of Propaganda
; lle in two years, and later, its deputy leader.

" BN

MHIS 1S NOT

BIG-HEARTED ARTHUR,
IS IT OLD STINKER---OH, NO'!
THAT'S BRAYING
FROM HAMBURG,

NOR
IT'S THE DONKEY

LORD F

However, BUF leader, Sir Oswald Mosley
(1896-1980) sacked Joyce in 1937, who went on
to form the more German-leaning and short- =
lived National Socialist League. R

Just before the outbreak of war, Joyce fled with =
his wife, Margaret, to Germany. Within wec}_lgs_il- -
he was broadcasting Nazi propaganda to Britait
on the medium-wave station, Reichss‘e_ﬁﬁ‘ :

Hamburg. . vy




10: LORD HAW-HAW POSTCARD, 1940

Today, with so many forms of communication,
it is difficult to appreciate how influential and
powerful radio was [see Object 86]. By 1940,
Joyce was attracting six million regular British
listeners. Ironically, some Britons did Joyce’s
work for him. Rumours spread that Joyce
announced a specific town was going to be
bombed on a certain date. But, although the
Luftwaffe had night air superiority, they were
not invincible enough to tip off British defences
when and where they would be raiding. Indeed,
after monitoring his broadcasts, the Ministry
of Information stated: ‘It cannot be too often
repeated Haw-Haw has made no such threats.’

In actual fact, there were several other
temporary Lord Haw-Haws ‘black’
propaganda radio programmes, but Joyce’s was
the most infamous.

and

As the Nazis began to falter, so did Joyce’s
diatribes: his last broadcast, on 30 April 1945, in
the ruins of the Reich, was an arrogant, drunken,
self-pitying rant.

Three weeks after VE Day, Joyce was
apprehended in woods near the German-Danish
border by British troops. During his arrest, he
was shot through the buttocks. Joyce was sent
to London’s Old Bailey for trial. Although born
in America, it was noted that he had travelled
to and worked for Germany while a British
passport holder — technically, treason. Despite
an appeal, on 3 January 1946, unrepentant, Joyce
ended his thirty-nine years at the end of a rope
in Wandsworth Prison, hanged like a common
criminal. Though millions of Britons had listened
to his broadcasts, few mourned his passing.

21
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1l: Food Ration Book, January 194

n twenty-first-century Britain, bulging
Iwaistlines reveal that food is so widely

available and affordable there is now an
‘obesity epidemic’. And, according to the Food
Standards Agency, in 2017, over 7 million
tonnes of food was wasted. By comparison, in
1940, wasting food became an imprisonable
offence, for, as a wartime poster stated, food was
a valuable ‘munition of war’.

Being an island has defensive benefits, but
it also had drawbacks. In the First World
War, Germany used its U-boat submarines to
blockade Britain, limiting imports and food
supplies. In 1917, food rationing was introduced.

As the clouds of war once again developed,
the government began to plan rationing in 1936,
printing and stockpiling ration books two years
later. They were also far quicker to implement
a programme of rationing. On 8 January 1940,
bacon, butter and sugar were rationed. Meat,
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tea, jam, biscuits, cheese, egg, lard, milk and
canned and dried fruit rationing followed.
Fresh vegetables and fruit were not rationed,

but supplies were limited. Some types of

imported fruit became rare: oranges, lemons and
bananas attained almost mythical status — there
was even a 1943 hit song called When Can I
Have a Banana Again?

There were three different-coloured cover
ration books: buff for adults, blue for children
aged five to sixteen and green for pregnant
women and children under five, which entitled
the holder to extra fruit, a daily pint of milk and
twice the egg ration.

A typical weekly ration for an adult was
50g butter, 100g of bacon and ham, 100g of
margarine, 225¢ of sugar, 1s 6d [£3.75] of meat,
50g of cheese, one fresh egg, three pints of milk
and 50g of tea. Additional entitlement included
450g (one jar) of jam every two months, one
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packet or can of dried eggs and 350g of sweets per
month. From December 1941, points rationing
was introduced, giving more choice for certain
foods, such as tinned goods, dried fruit, cereals
and biscuits. From 1942, a national wholemeal
loaf was introduced, due to a shortage of white
flour. Technically, it was nutritious, but it was not
popular — rather like rationing itself.

It became common to see housewives queuing
outside their registered grocers following
rumours that a supply of off-ration pears, for
example, had been delivered.

Unrationed cheap and cheerful meals, such as
soup, mince, boiled potatoes, cabbage, followed
by sponge pudding and custard, was served from
2,160 wartime British Restaurants, under the
auspices of the Ministry of Food and run by local
authorities in church halls and such buildings.

Rationing was also a great leveller, attempting

to ensure that everybody, no matter their income,

received the same nutrition. However, the system
only worked if everyone abided by it: ‘under
the counter’ or black market extras obviated its
equality and fairness.

It may not have been universally popular
but, despite the scarcity of food, the nation’s
nutritionally balanced ration diet meant that
Britons were healthier and fitter than they've
ever been.

Ration books were issued annually. The first
editions required shopkeepers to remove small
coupons from the ration book with the purchase
of rationed food. However, this became so
laborious that instead from 1941 coupons were
stamped by the retailer. The ration book cover
also changed each year. This 1942-43 example
from Beverley, East Yorkshire, has been well-
preserved in a leatherette ‘Ration Book Cover’,
which bears the V for Victory symbol [see
Object 52].

The first Lend-Lease food supplies
arrive in the UK. The original
caption, dated 1941, states that
_the group is ‘meeting the first
American food ship to arrive under
lend-lease to Britain’. Among those
present are Kathleen Harriman,

. Lord Woolton (Minister of Food),

- Averill Harriman (US Lend-Lease

| representative), and Robert H.
Hinkley (US Assistant Se cretary

of Commerce). (Historic Military
Press)
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court-martial, were sent to detention barracks or
civil prisons.

'The tribunals were not easy to face. Composed
of a panel of five adjudicators, the questions were
often barbed or framed in such a way as to be
unanswerable.

There was a small support network for COs,
chiefly the Peace Pledge Union (PPU), which
had been founded in 1934, by the canon of St
Paul’s Cathedral, Dick Sheppard (1880-1937).
The group produced newsletters and offered
advice to those facing tribunals.

For those who maintained their freedom of
choice in wartime British society, it must be said
that they had not necessarily attained an easy
option or ‘skive’. COs faced shaming, rejection,
isolation even harassment and violence from
former friends, family, neighbours and even
local authorities. Indeed, in 1940, 119 councils
dismissed COs from their employment.

For critics of conscientious objection, Nazism
and all that it stood for had to be fought: refusing
to fight Hitler and facing him with a pacifist
response would simply have offered an open
door that would have been exploited, resulting in
an end to almost 1,000 years of national freedom.

Nevertheless, the First
World War, the state was more tolerant and

compared  to

accommodating of those who chose not to fight.

On 15 May, 1994 - International Conscientious
Objectors Day — Michael Tippett, composer and
PPU president (1958-98), unveiled a memorial to
COs in London’s Tavistock Square.

Here is a National Service (Armed Forces)
Act 1939 application form to be registered as a
conscientious objector by a man from Loudwater,
near High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, dated
February 1940. His application was based on his
Christian beliefs, including that ‘war is contrary
to the will and teaching of Jesus Christ’and that
‘killing a fellow-being is morally and spiritually
wrong’. He stated that he was ‘prepared to render
to the community any constructive work ... not
for the Prosecution of War. Preferable First Aid.’
The tribunal ordered that he was conditionally
exempted in the Register of Conscientious
Objectors. Associated papers reveal he joined
Slough’s National Fire Service, attaining both
his National Civil Defence Safe Driving Award
Certificate of Merit and St John Ambulance
Association First Aid to the Injured courses in
1943. He was released from the terms of his
National Service condition in May 1946.
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independent organisation, Mass Observation.
‘We now live in the age of social media,
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Edward VIII and the coronation of George VI -
did the public agree with the government line, or
were they being fed ‘spin’, as it is termed today?

Such nationwide research would obviously
be expensive, but with no budget the founders
had to fund the project themselves and rely on
benefactors and the work of volunteer amateur
contributors, who observed and recorded public
opinions in diaries and questionnaires. Private
investigators were also paid to listen in on
conversations in public places.

'The coming war would be their biggest project
to date. In August 1939, they invited the public
to record their lives and thoughts via personal
diaries that were sent to Mass Observation for
interpretation. Some 480 diarists responded,
forming part of the 2,000 other volunteer
observers, who, throughout the war, provided
Mass Observation with interesting grassroots
thoughts on everything from air raids and
rationing to world events and teacup gossip.

However, the government fought back
and it could be argued, compromised Mass
Observation’s independence. Soon after the
war’s outbreak, Mass Observation publicly
criticised the Ministry of Information’s first
efforts at propaganda posters [see Object 5].
The government heeded Mass Observation’s
advice — and went a step further: they recruited
and commissioned the organisation to carry
out research on their behalf. Not only that, but
were Mass Observation not just an unofficial
prying version of authority anyway? Snooping

was generally viewed as quite ‘un-British’. Mass

Observation’s Orwellian authoritarian name did
not help matters.

After the war, the organisation’s independence
could be further questioned when, in 1949, the
project became a private market research firm,
Mass Observation (UK) Ltd, merging with
advertising agency BMRB in the 1990s.

Nonetheless, now under the auspices of
the University of Sussex, Brighton, Mass
Observation continues today to gather the
thoughts of the nation via correspondents.
Their contributors’ wartime diaries are held in
a modern archive called The Keep and make
interesting reading and grounds for local
research. However, it should be remembered
that as the observers were all volunteers, they did
not represent a balanced cross-section of society
and were mostly middle class, educated and
left-thinking. Similarly, their thoughts were not
necessarily an accurate interpretation of reality,
but largely based on rumours and opinion.

It may prove surprising to know that the
wartime findings of Mass Observation were not
kept secret till after the conflict. For an annual
subscription of £1 [£50], you could receive the
organisation’s ‘Intelligence Service’ bulletin Us’.
Published weekly from London, as the journal’s
introduction stated, “The function of this service
is to give reliable information about current
trends in opinion, public and private, and in
changing social habits and behaviour.” This small
bulletin also prepared the way for today’s giant
market research industry. The Mass Observation
Bulletin s still published to this day.
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Ref_u-gee Thank You @ard,

or centuries, Britain has offered sanctuary

r A qtraditional British sense of fairness and

S = would w13h to be treated’. The Second World

- War was no different.

- individuals and non-governmental organisations
.j,m@‘d their best to rescue children from war
“ ones. As the Spanish Civil War (1936-39)
r raged between the Nationalists and Republicans,
 the Basque Children’s Committee organised the
- evacuation of just under 4,000 children, who
: arfivéd at Southampton Docks on 23 May 1937.
 Initially, they were housed at a large refugee
~ camp near Eastleigh, Hampshire, before being
' - rehomed throughout Britain.

Following the violent Nazi ""i
pogrom against German Jews in Nove
1938, the following month the B:

government eased immigration restnctloﬁ for r. 2

those fleeing the torment. Jewish refugi_s

1938,

arrived in Harwich, Essex, in Decemb 1
sport

Some 10,000 children of the Kindertras

‘were saved. Stockbroker Nicholas Winton

MBE (1909-2015) organised the rescue of 669

Czech children, for which he was knighted i in :

2003. Many who managed to escape Germany
never heard from their relatives again. The last
they heard was a telegram from the Red Cross
that their loved ones had been deported ‘to the
east’— a cruel euphemism that usually meant tfne._

o
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concentration or extermination camps. . e
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o cﬁ.\!w came down-hearted

g igee | ?m.d.you ave us new hope:

{REFUGEE HOUSE
m&cn!s&:eur RD

l




14: REFUGEE "“THANK YOU' CARD, 1940

Following the outbreak of war, and more so
after the German invasion of Western Europe,
Britain became home to over 30,000 refugees,
mostly from Poland and Belgium. Similarly,
around 29,000 refugees fled from the Channel
Islands, around a third of the population, who
were mainly billeted in the north of England.

However, with the rapid fall of Europe, spy, or
‘fifth column, fever hit Britain. Had the enemy
infiltrated the nation amongst the refugees?
Under Defence Regulation 18B, some 22,000
Austrian and German ‘enemy aliens’ were
interned. But it was not just foreign suspects:
some 750 British fascists were also arrested, their
leader, Sir Oswald Mosley following suit on 23
May 1940, with his British Union of Fascists
organisation, was banned a week later.

As a consequence of Italy’s entry into the
war on the Axis side on 10 June 1940, Italian
restaurants and ice cream parlours in Britain
were attacked by mobs. Some 4,000 Italians
with less than twenty years’ residency were also
interned.

The main destination for internees was the
Isle of Man, in moderate comfort. Here, they sat
out most of the war. The irony was not lost on
many who had come to Britain to flee captivity.
However, for Britain it was difficult to tell friend
from foe. In retrospect, Churchill came to lament
the use of internment, which was in his words,
‘in the highest degree odious’.

This of

appreciation, showing a ship escaping a red

simple, hand-painted  token
swastika to London, charts the path to freedom
from the Nazis. It is dated 1940 and is signed
by ten refugees, including at least one from
Czechoslovakia and several others whose names
possibly indicate they were German or Austrian
Jews. They were billeted in a ‘refugee house’, in
Crescent Road, Chingford, north-east London.
Their moving statement: ‘We came down-
hearted and you gave us new hope, says it all.
'This illustrated page from a notepad is probably
all these refugees had with which to thank their
British hosts for their sanctuary and, possibly,
their lives.
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" Tn a time of uncertainty, when wealth,
§ ' Ihealth and the future were all threatened,
it might have seemed logical to put any

long-term plans on hold: but not to thousands

of Britons, who carried on and tied the knot.

o Indeed, for many couples, a wartime wedding

was the brightest highlight in those dark days.
Nowadays, thousands of pounds and a full year’s

e~ planning are spent on a wedding. But back then,
Y there was no such luxury: organising a marriage
et under Blitz conditions was no easy task and

proved a battle in itself.

In 1939, as Britain faced the unknown, there
was a slight hesitation among couples to marry.
But love soon found the Bulldog spirit - in 1938,
there were 409,000 weddings: two years later, as

Britain faced her darkest hour, the figure jumped
to 534,000.

Often, one or both partners were serving in
the forces and the best they could hope for was a
forty-eight-hourleave pass. The moment they left
their barracks, the clock started ticking. At first,
white weddings brought some ‘carry on as before’
~ spirit to wartime. However, as Britain struggled

and utility measures bit, it was considered by
some as unpatriotic to have a white wedding,
so many brides just wore smart formal clothing
on their big day. Later, couples defiantly tried to
revert back to pre-war white weddings. A serving
“groom could wear his military uniform, but for

ey d

> < - the bride, sorting the trousseau was a struggle.
o X ‘ * No extra clothing coupons were available, so
fl { 'make do and mend [see Object 54] prevailed.
2 ‘_1 )45 Eq;.l}ndes wore or adapted their mother’s or
= '; enYﬁeLr grandmothers wedding dress. Others
. sHmncd dresscs from parachute silk, old
urta H Nb"or dyed bedsheets! The government

.-'

lzy a]lowmg the‘ _=fhmgth|a on m.'ooﬁ- -, it -.g». 1ld b

gold utility weddmg rings, but these were 1.
short supply and second-hand family jewellery \_,
was often worn.

Despite being the centrepiece of the wedding, ‘_l\‘
the ceremony was often a drab affair. It was not
unusual to stand in a cold, draughty, bomb- -
blasted church (due to their size,

ecclesiastical buildings were hit), with boarded

many

windows or even part of the roof missing.
Photographic materials were in short supply,
so many couples simply had just one or two _
photographs, instead of the hundreds taken today.
To cap it all, the war on waste meant it was illegal
to manufacture confetti, so many made do with
a nicer, more romantic, sprinkling of rose petals.
The reception was a little more cheerful. A
permit to buy extra food could be obtained by a

visit to the local food office and a quiet word with
the local shopkeeper might provide something .' i .;?-‘
from under the counter. The odd bottle of f;:-

something alcoholic would also appear, no

questions asked. For the wedding cake, wartime
camouflage and deception came to the fore. On
the face of it, impressive three-tiered cakes were
still seen. But in July 1940, restrictions on the

usage of sugar placed a ban on the making or

selling of iced confectionaries. Instead, bakers
supplied reusable cardboard cake covers, whlchi. I
were lifted to reveal a small, disappointing, plpl
dark cake! As for wedding presents, ut111ty was .i,-
paramount. There was a shortage of luxury goods,
so instead of cutlery sets and toasters, evefy y

practical gifts, such as soap powder or 1
were given. There was no flight to sor -v
hot and sunny: an overnight stay at a 1 cal

- —or even the in- laws home — was tl

iﬂ" %o
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many a honeymoon night was spent shivering in
a damp Anderson shelter, cursing Hitler.

With many men away serving abroad, there
was a decline in marriages. However, when the
troops returned in 1945, the figure jumped up to
457,000 weddings — with a baby boom to boot
[see Object 57].

The bane of researchers today, like many
wartime photographs, this image was never
captioned. However, with a bit of detective
work, the groom’s chest insignia reveals he was
a member of the Beckenham AFS, so this view
of a traditional firemen’s guard of honour axe
archway was probably taken around spring/
summer 1940. The Borough of Beckenham,
in south-east London, was on the bombers’

flightpath to the capital and as such, although

on the outskirts, had a tough Blitz. Its fire service
suffered particularly heavily in 1941, with thirty
Beckenham AFS men killed. The highest loss
of life occurred at 1.53 am on 19/20 April
1941 - a heavy London night raid known as
“The Saturday’ — when four Beckenham crews
were ordered to the AFS station in Old Palace
School, Leonard Street, Bow, East London. Just
twenty minutes after they arrived, a parachute
mine made a direct hit on the school, killing
all twenty-one firemen outright. This remains
the largest single loss of fire brigade personnel
in English history. Today, there are two plaques
to their memory, one at the site of the school,
the other at Beckenham fire station — I wonder
if any of those firemen are pictured here during
this happier moment?
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&4 ometh the hour, cometh the man’
~ goes the old adage — and in 1940,

that man was Winston Churchill.
He did not win the war single-handedly, but, it
could be argued, his words and actions played

- a great part in the eventual victory. Yet, despite

the simplified two-dimensional caricature of
Homburg hat, cigar and ‘V’sign, Churchill was a

~ far more complicated character.

Winston Leonard  Spencer  Churchill

- was born on 30 November 1874 into an
:il?‘-‘ aristocratic Oxfordshire family. Both his father

and grandfather had served as Conservative
politicians. The young Winston was schooled
‘in the right way’, at several private schools
including Harrow, where, although academically
he did well, his mind was elsewhere: this is

WANTED

bulldog stubbornness.

As a young man, he joined the army, seeing
action in Cuba, India and Africa. Later, he
became a journalist and, during the Boer War,
was captured but escaped. He then became
an MP — first for the Conservative party, then
the Liberals. He saw high office as Home
Secretary and First Lord of the Admiralty,
though he developed a reputation with his peers

as an adventurer during the First World War

Dardanelles debacle of 1915-16.

The interwar years were a time of political

i

wilderness for Churchill. Although he Warned:l

of the growing threat from Hitler, his calls for

! : )
rearmament during a time of appeasement kept

him isolated. But it was the outbreak of the

mm,whoym;ninhhehman;
in the picture, incites you by his example
. bpunldpunhnhudw\uﬁnthwunh
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Second World War that thrust Churchill back
into the political limelight, again becoming the
First Lord of the Admiralty.

Minister Neville Chamberlain’s
appeasement delayed the German threat pre-
war, but on 10 May 1940, Hitler invaded
Western Europe and Churchill was the man

Prime

chosen to lead the nation in the face of this crisis.

It should be noted that aged sixty-five, he took
the job on, an age when most men are thinking
of retirement. Yet those who surrounded him
noted his energy and drive. This was the making
of Churchill: he was later to say: ‘T felt as if I
were walking with destiny and that all my past
life had been but a preparation for this hour and
for this trial.

For the next five years, Churchill would lead
the nation through victory and disaster, with a
series of highly eloquent, inspiring speeches and
public appearances. He was a war leader who
managed to draw the support of Britons of all
political persuasions — a rare thing, compared to
today’s binary politics.

However, for historical balance, Churchill was
not perfect. An imperialist, his views on race and
religion, while not untypical of the time, were

sometimes xenophobic, even racist. His military

and political decisions were also not always
successful. But he was a patriotic pragmatist who
realised the importance of his prime ministerial
position meant that the nation always came first
—at all costs.

Yet, the war years changed Churchill’s outlook:
his post-war writings express regrets and a new
appreciation of others. As well as a national
victory, for Churchill, the Second World War
was a personal victory. A legendary sharp wit and
speaker, he became one of the nation’s greatest
orators: his words were weapons, each letter
a bullet. He was a one-man national morale
booster, and remains to this day widely regarded
as our Greatest Briton.

This press photo of Churchill with a
Thompson sub-machine gun was taken while
he was inspecting anti-invasion defences near
Hartlepool, County Durham, on 31 July 1940.
Two weeks later, the German propaganda
machine regurgitated it across East Anglia, in the
form of an aircraft-dropped leaflet, comparing
Churchill to an American gangster and warning
Britons not to resist invasion. It backfired: the
British people wanted a war leader who would
offer ‘blood, toil, tears and sweat’ to take on the
Nazi menace — and in Churchill, they had one.

Winston Churchill is pictured with

B the West Ham Town Clerk, Charles E.
Cranfield, on the corner of Winchester
Street and Factory Road inspecting the
smouldering ruin of the Silvertown
Rubber Company, 8 September 1940.
(Historic Military Press)
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he black German arrows advancing

~ across the map of France were heading

. L straight for the Channel. Many
; heh’eved Britain was next in line. The white

=4 1 cliffs of Dover visible from the French coast and
= separated by only 21 miles of calm summer sea,
- ,’ would be the next goal for the mighty German
- ammy, which was steaming through all the armies
i.‘rt q.pcountered Yet, for this very British problem
“ ame a very British solution — the Local Defence
Volunteers
~ The speed with which German Blitzkrieg
- tactics had routed all before them led many
~ to believe that a ‘Fifth Column’ of enemy
' spies and saboteurs had helped undermine the
recently vanquished Continental nations. A
3 growing public volunteer spirit, kindled by the

~ national press, put pressure on the government
i ~ to ‘arm the people’. Although there were official _ )
~ concerns about dishing out firearms to whoever | essential tasks, such as standing guard at vi ;
My "r'edues_ted them, the government realised that | points or manning roadblocks. -'. _:__‘_‘
such {rolunteers could relieve the stretched At 9 pm, on 14 May 1940, Anthony Eden,
{ |' regular army from comparatively mundane but ! Secretary of State for War broadcast to.Br
L Nowis your opportunity. We want large numbers of men, Wit are
- British subjects, between the ages of seventeen and sixty-five, 'té' Y

S -i~c0me forward now and offer their services in order to make assurz noE
A ".s{ ‘y ubly sure. The name of the new force which is to be ralsed will be -'-' '
s ‘gxﬁ'Local Defence Volunteers. This name describes its duties i et
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17 LDV ARMLET, MAY 1940

speed of its formation, there were no uniforms or
arms to immediately equip the new force.

The idea of a British volunteer force in
times of the nation’s greatest need was not new.
Such militias can be traced back a thousand
years to Anglo-Saxon times and every major
conflict since. Indeed, during the First World
War, 590,000 men served in the home defence
Volunteer Training Corps (VTC). They wore
armbands bearing the initials ‘G.R.” (‘Georgius
Rex’ — King George), but wags joked that it

stood for ‘George’s Wrecks’, ‘Genuine Relics,

even ‘Government Rejects’. This line of parody
would follow the VT'C’s successor.

Upon their formation, the LDV’s initials
became satirised as standing for ‘Long Dentured
Veterans’, ‘Last Desperate Venture’ and ‘Look,
Duck and Vanish’: however, in truth, the final

moniker was actually an accurate assessment of
their observational role during an invasion.
Initially, the only ‘uniform’ issued to the
volunteers was a khaki armband, or in military
terms, armlet, bearing the initials ‘LDV’ - and
even this took some weeks to arrive. There was
also another pressing reason for such an official
identifying feature: the Germans had warned
they would shoot armed civilians without
uniform as ‘franc tireurs’ (‘free shooters’), under
the terms of the 1899 Hague Convention.
Whether this meagre strip of cloth would have
placated the invader and saved the life of its
wearer, thankfully, was never put to the test.
This simple cotton armlet reflects the desperate
nature of that invasion summer in 1940 and the
spontaneous, but very British, public response in
the face of an overwhelming, looming threat.
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ost promotional material that’s
 pushed through our letterboxes
often goes straight into the recycling

't}rgrt';gven a glance However, back in summer
1940 a'[eaﬂet was delivered that was designed

did it?

The government and m111tary had N
plans to resist invasion — but what“‘aF

nation’s fifty million population?

and the Mmi.ﬂ'ry of Home Seﬂuh‘y

If the

INVADE

comes

WHAT TO DO — AND HOW TO DO IT

THE Germans threaten to invade Great Britain.  If they
do 5o they will be diiver. out by wur Navy, our Army
and our Air Force. Yet the ordinory men and women of
the civilian population will also have their part 10 play.
Hi invasions of Poland, Hollind and Belgium were
g helped by the fact that the civilian population was

. They did not know what to do when the

soment’ You' must not be taken by surprise. This
affet tells you what general line yeu should take. More

c  will be given you when the danger comes

ile, read these i Iy and, be

Wlwn Holland and Belgium were invaded, the civilian
fled from their homes. They crowded on the
toads, in cars, in cars, on bicycles and on foor, and so helped
&emyhymﬂngthrmamiufmlﬂwmg
against the invaders. You must not allow that to happen
here, Your first rule, therefore, is i—
) o]mmems COME, BY PARACHUTE,
m OR SHIP, YOU MUST REMAIN
WYGUARE THE ORDER IS * STAY

receive such orders you must remain where Yo
are. If you run away, you will be exposed to fir
greater  danger because you  will be maching-
punned from the air as were civilians in Holland
and Belgium, and you will aléo block the roads
by which our own armies will advanée o tura
the Gernuns out.

There is another method which the Germans: adopt in
their invasion. They make use of the civilitn populaticn
in order 10 create confusion and panic,  They spread fake
rumours and fssue false instructions. In order 1o prevent
this, you should obey the second rule, which is &5 follows :—

{2) DO NOT BELIEVE RUMOURS AND DO
NOT SPREAD THEM. WHEN YOU RECEIVE
AN ORDER, MAKE QUITE SURE THAT IT
15 A TRUE ORDER AND NOT A FAKED
ORDER. MOST OF YOU KNOW YOUR
POLICEMEN AND YOUR ARP. WARDENS
BY SIGHT, YOU CAN TRUST THEM. IF
YOU KEEP YOUR HEADS, YOU CAN ALSO
TELL WHETHER A MILITARY OFFICER
1S REALLY BRITISH OR ONLY PRETENDING
TO BE SO. 1F IN DOUBT ASK THE POLICE-
MAN OR THE ARP, WARDEN, USE YOUR
COMMON SENSE.
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18: IF THE INVADER COMES LEAFLET, JUNE 1940

Although there were radio and cinema
had been
suspended for the duration, so the distribution

newsreels, television broadcasts
of government messages was by hard copy —
leaflets. The Ministry of Information was largely
responsible for the production and distribution
of such messages, but as the invasion would
mostly be challenged by the military, it co-
operated with the Home Defence Executive
of the War Office and the Home Office in the
production of a public leaflet.

But what could the populace do, if anything?
It would seem that the three parties behind
the leaflet were divided. During the Battle for
France, the Allied armies had been obstructed
by roads clogged with refugees, who also became
targets for marauding German aircraft. To avoid
such a repeat, the Home Office wanted the
population to ‘stay put’. Meanwhile, the military
wanted mass evacuations out of the landing areas,
whilst, ironically, the Ministry of Information
wanted the public to actively resist! The fudged
compromise and rather puzzling term agreed
upon and used in the finished leaflet was: “Think
before you act. But think always of your country
before you think of yourself.

On 18 June 1940, fifteen million copies of
the If the Invader Comes leaflet was printed and
every household in Britain received a copy over
the following three days.

'The Ministry of Information follow-up survey
found that the public’s reaction to the leaflet was
mixed. Despite its tone, many did not take the
leaflet very seriously, while findings by the public

research group Mass Observation [see Object
13] discovered the public thought they were
being treated as ‘blithering idiots’. Perhaps the
‘If’in the title diminished the leaflet’s immediacy
and impact.

Almost as an afterthought, at the end of the
following month, a further fifteen million copies
of a shorter foﬂow—up leaflet, Stay Where You Are,
were also distributed. Whilst the focus remained
on ‘staying put’, the leaflet attempted to clarify
what its predecessor’s ‘think before you act’
statement meant: ‘You have the right of every
man and woman to do what you can to protect
yourself, your family, and your home.” But again,
what did this mean? Civilians taking up arms
against troops was contrary to the 1907 Hague
Convention and could have led to reprisals, as on
the Continent, something the government could
not be seen to endorse.

The following year, as the summer invasion
season again approached, fourteen million
copies of a further leaflet, Beating the Invader,
was distributed in May 1941. Opening with a
statement by the Prime Minister, the leaflet
listed ways civilians could passively resist the
invaders, such as sabotaging their own cars, and
suggested Britons ‘carry on’ and ‘stand firm’ -
again, whatever that meant.

As the pendulum of war turned against the
Germans and the invasion threat dwindled,
the Ministry of Information would produce no
turther anti-invasion leaflets — probably a relief
for all concerned.
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hile the British were battening
down the hatches for possible
¥ invasion, Hitler went on an
'g;ﬂ#eristic charm offensive.
1 ‘19 ]uly 1940, before the German

‘prophet’:
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A LAST APPEAL TO REASON
BY
ADOLF HITLER

Speech before the Reichstag, 19" July, 1940
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19: LUFTWAFFE AIR-DROP LAST APPEAL TO REASON LEAFLET, AUGUST 1940

... Mr Churchill should make an exception and place trust in me
when as a prophet, | now proclaim: A great world empire will be
destroyed ... Mr Churchill may believe this to be Germany. | know
it to be England. In this hour | feel compelled, standing before my
conscience, to direct yetanotherappeal to reason in England. [ believe
[ can do this as [ am not asking for something as the vanquished, but
rather, as the victor, [ am speaking in the name of reason. [ see no
compelling reason which could force the continuation of this war.

To the uninitiated ear, all this may have sounded
relatively reasonable, but Churchill and the
British people were only too aware of Hitler’s
previous guarantees: his word meant nothing.
The Fiihrer’s bloodied hand of friendship would
not be embraced. In the House of Commons,
the Prime Minister was asked what response he
would be making to Hitler’s ‘appeal’: with his
noted dry wit, Churchill said he would not be
responding, as they were ‘not on speaking terms’.

Hitler's Reichstag speech was publicised
worldwide, on radio and in the press, even
reprinted in British newspapers. Nonetheless,
Britain’s lack of an official response to Hitler’s
apparent magnanimous offer seems to have
sidestepped the dictator.

A fortnight later, in response, a tabloid-sized,
four-page transcription of his speech, entitled
A Last Appeal to Reason by Adolf Hitler was air-
dropped across England and Wales. Over a ten-
day period, starting on 1 August 1940, these
leaflets were disseminated by both German
bombers and balloons, reaching as far west as
Swansea and as far north as Manchester, plus the
Midlands and the south.

But the response was not what Hitler
intended. The leaflets were treated with derision,
being auctioned off for the Red Cross or even
ending up torn into squares and used as toilet
paper! The greatest impact the leaflet had was

when a few faulty unopened bundles smashed
through the roof of an office building.

Undeterred, the Germans continued to attempt
to influence the British public several more times
during the war with air-dropped leaflets, such
as The Battle of the Atlantic is Being Lost! and The
Lost War in the Air (July 1941), Dieppe — We and
the British Invade France (September 1942), Here
is the Reason Why the British Government Says
Nothing about the Shipping Losses (March 1943)
and Why Die for Stalin? (March 1944).

However, the Luftwafte’s output paled into
insignificance compared to the millions of
air-dropped  propaganda leaflets distributed
over Germany by the RAF and USAAF. As
the Luftwaffe lost free range over Britain,
Germany’s solution to this conundrum was
unmanned science. Between August and
December 1944, V1 flying bombs distributed
fifteen different types of leaflet across England,
including one series called 7 PO.W Post, which
attempted to trick recipients into helping the
Germans discover where the missile had landed
— ‘phishing’, 1940s-style!

All this German effort in the war of the
printed word was to no avail. All it resulted in
was the diversion and destruction of increasingly
valuable resources, manpower and aircraft. For
the British, it provided a source of derision,
charitable fundraising — and free toilet paper.
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Pillbox,

Summer 1940ﬁt

ou might have spotted one nestling

in a hedgerow or partially buried in

. a sand dune: a weathered, crumbling,

concrete remnant of the Second World War —

the humble pillbox. But, actually, these hardened

fortifications were far from passive: in 1940, they

~ would have been the first line — and in many

- cases, the last line — of defence against invasion

- and as such, should be viewed as Britain’s castles
~ of the twentieth century.

These small concrete bunkers gained their

- name during the First World War after their

resemblance to contemporary tablet containers.

- However, it was the Second World War that

saw their greatest use as defensive positions. On

the Continent, thousands were built pre-war.

~ However, following the invasion of Western

T

Europe, a massive programme of pillbox
construction started in Britain.

In six months, around 28,000 pillboxes were
built, mostly in the coastal counties, in the
biggest defence building programme Britain
has ever seen. The reason can be traced back
to the wreckage-strewn roads of Europe: the
~ British Army lost half their tank force in France

support tank.

Pillboxes are commonly thought of as
hexagonal concrete structures. However, in reality, :
there was not just one design, but an almost
infinite number of variations, dependent on local
defence needs, designs and materials available.

Another myth is that pillboxes were randomly

dotted about, often in obscure locations. Each

pillbox was carefully placed by a Royal Engineers
officer as part of a wider defence strategy.

However, as the more remote examples tend to
be the only survivors of this plan today, pillboxes :‘

often seem isolated in the landscape.

Indeed, pillboxes were a key part of the stop,
lines’ that divided up Britain, together with anti-
tank ditches, obstacles, road blocks, weapons pits -
and trenches — all designed to slow the invader
down, allowing time for mobile army units to
arrive, engage and, hopefully, either destroy 91‘
repulse the invader back into the sea. i '

During 1940 and 1941, civilian builders
and army units put a lot of hard work and long -
hours into the

X
)

programme of anti—invasie{'l‘,_;_

v




20: PILLBOX, SUMMER 1940

defence construction. On their completion, these
defences were manned by army infantry units
and the Home Guard. However, as Britain moved
back on to the offensive, such static defence was
soon seen as obsolete and by February 1942 they
were declared redundant. Ironically, come 1944,
some were now used as targets to train attacking
Allied troops for the D-Day invasion of France.

In the intervening seventy-plus years since the
war’s end, the Council for British Archaeology
estimates that about three-quarters of Britain’s
pillboxes have been demolished, leaving around
6,500 surviving examples. Today, many pillboxes
lie abandoned, covered with graffiti and filled with
rubbish — or worse: an ignominious and irreverent
end to what are, essentially, symbols of struggle.

However, after decades of research and re-
evaluation, some pillboxes have been preserved and
listed, with information boards: some even form
centrepieces on new housing estates. But they are
a minority, and these monuments to Britain’s most
recent darkest hour are still demolished.

Britain’s  pillboxes are, effectively, war
memorials and an important reminder of
what almost came to pass. They would have
been steadfastly held ‘to the last man and the
last round’. Had they become surrounded or
overcome with flamethrowers, these pillboxes
would also have become the final horrific stand
for many brave men.

This 1940 pillbox, officially designated by
the War Office’s Directorate of Fortifications
and Works (FW3) as a Type 28A, held around
seven men and is the largest and only anti-tank
type. One of two such pillboxes that guarded the
approach from the beach at Heacham, Norfolk,
its 2-pounder anti-tank gun would fire through
the large embrasure, left, whilst a .303in Bren
machine gun, in a separate chamber, fired from
the other loophole, right. An adjoining Home
Guard 29mm Blacker Bombard spigot anti-tank
mortar pedestal, an anti-tank ditch, roadblock
and mined bridge from the beach can still be

seen today.

Throughout 1940 and 1941 building of anti-invasion defences continued apace throughout the UK. ‘Concrete barriers are ready on the roads,
hlockhouses have heen huilt, barbed wire barricades are waiting’ notes the original caption to this picture, dated 22 August 1940, of a soldier on

duty hy a pillbox. (Historic Military Press)
_ B .
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.“:L,n 16 July 1940, Hitler issued

Fihrer Directive No. 16, proposing

the potential invasion of Britain, o [rore s romno

: ,10 eliminate the English Motherland as a e
~ base from ‘which the war against Germany can

HOME GUARD
be contlnued and, if necessary, to occupy the INSTRUCTION No. 15—1940

Country completely ’Ihe dCSIgnated name for COMMON _GERMAN MILITARY EXPRESSIONS

Ewgiivk (rruidn Premuneianes

f.l the invasion was Operation Sea Lion. L i i aal AL T PR
I‘Ll -I‘l.—lb " s { :I!: I. . J..lb;f\lﬂ'.l" ‘!'Nrﬂ )

d., .Brltam, following the evacuation of its troops o Wi T Rt e
Dot el i L SHN

from France, had been rearming and rebuilding Bt :

oo bt frowt of me. L L.

Forwand | orm firta | I[\]l\“{l

~ its military forces, in readiness for the expected i sk SoroRT
Y B e S s
- ‘ ! - mvasion. Sgwer | Lamgsam | LUNGSUSL
Laft | Links 1 LINKS.

':._-On_ 14 July 1940, Churchill referred to the fusa | st Wik,

d Stop | Halt } HARLT,
. Local Defence Volunteers as the ‘Home Guard’. u:'“' N o e TR
3 : : : e et s e R
- Churchill had previously used the term in 1939, :
~ however, he did not invent it: Confederate Home ey
* Guard militia units had been founded in 1862 Tk W Onrrc,

stk Seplonber, 1p40.

“and participated in the American Civil War. The Pt v 2 s s o e o
2 LDV officially became the Home Guard on 23 S g

~ July 1940. The new name was an improvement l

on the officious and nondescript-sounding S : e
‘Local Defence Volunteers', which Churchill
f thought* uninspiring’.
= i"'..' Nazi Propaganda Minister Doctor Joseph | the army. :
i a}oebbcls (1897-1945) mockingly responded, Despite America’s neutrality, the B:r it _
alt*lough his vituperation was slightly lost in | government used the ‘special relationship’to buy =
"'""Ju tﬁahslatlon ‘Churchill has spoken of Home | 500,000 First World War US .300in M-191
e G‘danﬂ under arms. We ask what arms? | rifles, which were safely shipped a cros s the
':ﬁbmspcks or the arms of the local pub, with | Atlantic in July 1940. Unofficially, by 1942, ¥
bt?'of beer and darts in their hands?’ civilian-organised American Com mittec
' ’]ﬁc not-so- good doctor, however, did have a | the Defense of British Homes donated 2
h British arms prOdllCthIj, grew | firearms, too. Canada also suplp%l
Homel‘Guards had no personal | Ross rifles. Slowly, Britain's 'Hom a1
ficial - requests were made for developing teeth — though, in th -

ar from previous conﬂlcp, the | summer the orél(% qnt1 tank weapon
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21: HOME GUARD INSTRUCTION, SUMMER 1940

made, such as the issue of some denim uniforms,
albeit often ill-fitting. Similarly, in August,
the Home Guard were affiliated to their local
regiments and allowed to wear the regimental
badge, imbuing a further sense of military
bearing and esprit de corps.

Over the summer, Home Guard sections
patrolled from dusk till dawn, watching,
often from sand-bagged observation posts in
the countryside, for saboteurs or parachutes
blossoming in the sky.

The volunteers were taught defensive warfare
at their local church hall or at regional training
schools, the most famous being Osterley Park,

west London. Here, left-wing Spanish Civil
War veteran Tom Wintringham (1898-1949),
with the support of Picture Post publisher Lord
Hulton (1906-88) [See Object 45], set up a
private battle school for Home Guards from all
over Britain, who would then go back to their
battalions and pass on what they had learned.

The War Office also issued a total of sixty-
eight Home Guard official Instructions over
the course of the war, such as this one, No. 15,
dated September 1940, with such potentially
useful common German phrases as ‘Hande hoch!
(Hands up!) and, possibly, more realistically,
‘Kommt zuruck” (Come back!)

Members of the Waterlooville, Hampshire, Home Guard parading for the National Day of Prayer, held on 8 September 1940. (Historic Military Press)
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P ne thing the Home Guard were not
=% Oshort of was training advice — and it

wasn't all just from official sources.
Over 200 colourful - both visually and in literary
terms — instruction booklets were commercially
produced during the war. Most were based on
existing official military manuals, often with the
author’s own commentary, extolling everything

veterans ‘Tom Wmtnngham (New Ways of | War,
Penguin Special), Bert Yank' Levy (Guerrilla = &
Warfare, Penguin Special) and John Langdon-
Davies (Home Guard Warfare, George Routledge

& Sons Ltd), or John Brophy, who had served in »
the First World War (Home Guard — A Handbook :
for the LDV, Hodder & Stoughton) and leading

: from old school ‘Colonel Blimp’First World War | surrealist artist Roland Penrose (Home Guard
I F » tactics to downright suicidal guerrilla terrorism. | Manual of Camouflage, George Routledge & Sons).
- Many of the early unofficial manuals were However, as early as November 1940, official
B written by those with more recent experience | Home Guard Instruction No. 20 warned:
5. A considerable number of unofficial books, pamphlets and newspaper
' articles are now being published on the training of the Home Guard.
8 Although these unofficial publications often contain much that is
o useful ... others will be found in which the arguments are based
on false assumptions and the criticisms on misrepresentation. No
5 unofficial publications will be used as a substitute for official training |
- instructions and pamphlets. i
Indeed, there seems to have been little to stop By this date, the titles had become more gung- _-‘;u‘
any author or publisher publishing books full of | ho (Bloody Bayonets, Rough Stuff for Home Guards, _}
suggestions, no matter their credibility. One such | Harrying the Hun), with cover illustrations and
=3 1942 publication, Manual of Guerilla Tactics, by | the advertised contents — ‘Sniping, silent killing, .
e 0 Bernards, who published several such Key to | booby traps, detonators, destroying supplies and
-“I»’ - Victory’ flip books, suggested ‘destroying track | communications with a special section on the

of enemy tank by means of crowbar’, with an
illustration of a Home Guard eagerly thrusting
said tool into a rather fanciful small panzer’s
drive wheel. No accompanying German troops
~ or other tanks were pictured and this mythical
~ method of anti-tank warfare would most likely
o T‘f ‘have proven suicidal.
. *_ - But, it seems it was precisely the unavailability

of official military pamphlets that made the
official training publications so attractive, the

ty of new titles reaching a peak in 1942,

own commercial military manual

and Polden the main producer.
" ‘ i '

- exhausting 101T1g hours ef war work

preparation and use of explosive’— becoming more
extravagant and desperate as the war developed.

Warfare was becoming more unconventlonal‘ -
and these manuals reflected this. However,
they also answered a growing anxiety among
some sections of the Home Guard. In truth, by
the middle war years, the tide was turning: the
German i 1nva81on threat was recedlng - as ;

training and patrolling in readiness, all on

- - < & g
y E — -
_' | v :"E' h' -_' .




22: UNOFFICIAL HOME GUARD TRAINING BOOKLET, 1940

SHOOTING FORWARD ORCENVATION
SCOUTING nnd MAD READING.

— 3

—————— —

In line with the dwindling threat, only a
handful of new titles were published in the
final three years of the war. Likewise, sales also
dipped: the publishers tried to stretch the appeal
of these publications, sometimes completely
leaving out the words ‘Home Guard’ from covers
or adding the names of other services — For
H.G., RAF, Army and Navy Use’ - to broaden
their commercial reach.

While these colourful unofficial booklets
make interesting and sometimes doubtful reading
today, their purpose was to imbue, encourage and
develop a fighting spiritamong their Home Guard
readership. Fortunately, we shall never know if
their contents would have proved practical.

This 108-page manual, Field-Craft for the
Home Guard, is quite an early one, dating from
September 1940, at the height of the invasion
threat. It was written and published by A. T.

The Home Guard in training during the summer of 1940. The original
caption, dated 7 August that year, states this image shows ‘members
of the fast-growing British Home Guard training for the expected
Nazi invasion, sighting at a low-flying airplane from behind a sandbag
barricade “somewhere in England”. This practise is to pre pare them
for real action against airplane troops.’ (Historic Military Press)

Walker, a veteran of the Argyll & Sutherland
Highlanders, who had ‘personal experience
of Sniping in France during the last war’
and trained field craft to army officers and
Home Guards in the next. It was stated that a
‘substantial percentage’ of the proceeds from the
book would fund Home Guards with ‘special
sniping equipment’, such as ‘field glasses, snipers’
suits, camouflaged face masks, etc’. In the
introduction, Colonel P. J. Blair DSO TD, the
Honorary Area Organiser of Edinburgh Home
Guard, noted:

The Home Guard are determined to take their part to the full in
restoring decency in the world and in saving liberty and civilisation.
Their enthusiasm is firmly founded in faith in their crusade against
the greatest evil which has ever assailed humanity. They will do

everything to defend their countl}g and their homes.
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23 Occupled Channel Islana
‘Identity Card, June 1940g_

itler may have called off his invasion

of the British mainland, but that didn’t

mean he left empty-handed, for he

still captured and occupied British territory — the

} C_hanne'l Islands. Located just 15 miles from the

French mainland and 60 miles from Britain, the

Channel Islands — comprising Jersey, Guernsey,

& «, Alderney, Sark and Herm — were the only part of
‘  Britain ever to fall under Nazi rule.

By late May, it was clear that the Battle of

France was lost. Located so close to France

~ and with minimal defences, Britain could not

guarantee the security of the Channel Islands,

so on 15 June 1940, evacuated its troops, leaving

the islands demilitarised. Between 30 June and 4

-
E |.]u1y 1940 25,000 islanders were also evacuated

~ tothe Bntlsh mainland, leaving around 66,000
 resident.

Unaware the islands had been demilitarised,

01I1__28' June 1940, the Luftwaffe bombed the

- harbours of Jersey and Guernsey, killing forty-

four islanders. The Germans had planned a

J: ‘mlhtar'y invasion, Operation Griinpfeil (Green

|Arr0w), but soon realised the islands were
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undefended. Guernsey surrendered on 30 jl;r;e
1940, Jersey the following day, Alderne;?

day after and Sark on 4 July. A long ﬁve‘ye 4}
occupation was about to begin.

Initially, things did not change too mué
Radios were confiscated, curfews 1ntroduced ca.r s
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Germans kept the civilian government in p
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23: OCCUPIED CHANNEL ISLANDS IDENTITY CARD, JUNE 1940

Alderney, the entire population, save six islanders,
were evacuated, while two labour camps and two
SS-run concentration camps — the only Nazi
concentration camps on British soil - were
built to house European forced labourers who
worked on the fortifications, 700 of whom died.
As the war went on, the occupation became
harsher. Over 2,000 islanders were deported to
Europe, with twenty-five dying in Continental
concentration camps.

It was a fine line between existing and
collaboration. Some did aid the Germans and
denounce their fellow islanders. Due to the
islands” small size and the risk of reprisals by
the large German garrison that made up half of
the population, there was no active resistance as
on the European mainland. There was, however,
passive resistance, such as defiant public grafhti
or covert news distribution.

However, for the Germans, the Channel
Islands were a token victory, indeed, a military
hindrance. Their occupation diverted thousands
of much-needed troops away from other fronts
and cost valuable resources. Conditions became

dire, particularly after D-Day, when the Allies

blockaded the Islands. The final occupation
Christmas of 1944 saw severe shortages and both
islanders and occupiers came close to starvation,
with German soldiers stealing and eating pets.
The only respite came from the Red Cross aid
supply ship, SS Vega.

By VE Day on 8 May 1945, all on the
islands were relieved the occupation was over
(although the German garrison on Alderney did
not surrender until eight days later). On 9 May
1945, HMS Bulldog arrived in St Peter Port,
Guernsey and the German forces surrendered
unconditionally. British troops landed shortly
afterwards, greeted by crowds of jubilant but
exhausted islanders.

In 1941, all Channel Islanders were required
to carry new German identity cards. Every
resident was photographed, one photo affixed
to their identity card, another kept in a German
police file. The cards, which had to be carried
at all times when outside, showed the bearer’s
details in both English and German for security
checks. The obligatory Nazi eagle and swastika,
stamped over the photo of a British citizen, is
particularly disconcerting.

German troops marching through the
centre of St Helier, Jersey, following
their occupation of the Channel
Islands. (Coloured by Jon Wilkinson)
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~ Card of Honour, Summer 194';

here are certain iconic historical objects

from the Second World War that not

- ' -only came to represent the conflict, but

o -zl f also the nation: arguably, at the top of Britain’s
~ listis the Vickers Supermarine Spitfire.

] The legendary, high-performance, single-seat
hter, designed by Reginald Joseph Mitchell '

‘z 5— 19373; was y1ntr0gduced 1ntop service in @arr[ Of gjftmour

August 1938, just a year before war. Its sleek,

~ graceful but potent presence instantly made it

’f popular with both pilots and the public alike.

" a With\‘a top speed of 367mph, it certainly was

~ a much-needed improvement on the RAF’s

Lv’orlgf’ng, to

- previous biplane fighters.

FO]-}OVVing the Dunkirk debadey it was clear ! Each Stamp on this Card is another Rivet in one

of the Four Fighter Aircraft that will make air-
. ..whlch nation was next in Hitler’s sights. On 18 B N ot n enery thst menaces

]'une 1940 Prime Minister Winston Churchill | =~ @vilisation.

In years to come, when Peace has followed Victory,

‘-_' ¥ famous]y announced: ‘What General Weygand you will be able to show this Card of Honour to
. your children's children . . . you will re-

has ca.lled the Battle of France is over. The Battle rmegzl’g;r hm:fﬂ};:::ﬂ:ft:]rrl :lfrll:;::!;?:nf:w{l:;rl;id hltI::
of Br1t&1n is about to begin.’ Eight days later,the | = Crews frhf: in 1940, are our gallant rrpr&scm;ﬁim
_r -:] . I‘ first stages of this crucial battle began. Luftwaffe g
'F ”— ! }anrcraft probed Britain’s defences, with scattered
b Rombmg raids. From 4 July, the Luftwaffe S
!.' started bombing British coastal supply convoys, | the foundation of regional Spitfire FundS‘ e
ra l;l_etlhg up further pressure on besieged | the public could fundraise £5,000 to buy i eir 48
own fighter and have it named aftqr 1r ow! by
_ iéess Played a key part in highlighting | or city. (Of course, the money didn't re buy
lopmg threat. Step forward Lord | an individual Spitfire, but went straight into -
e brook, Max Aitken (1879-1964), the government coffers and fund_ed the yar
j:anadlan media tycoon and Minister | awhole). "
aft ] fdﬂuct@'ﬁ' In the commg %attle, Nonetheless, the appeal was an imm
~would Be portrayed as Britains | success, with many areasfrmi
'M d. Beaverbrook engaged the | but several ﬁghtérgy suck :I'F
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24: SPITFIRE FUND FUNDRAISING CARD OF HONOUR, SUMMER 1940

aircraft were also publicly displayed to attract
donations. Group savers, such as a factory,
were sometimes presented with a small plaque
commemorating their total. Wealthy benefactors
also paid for aircraft themselves, such as potato
merchant Mr W. D. Cook of Donington,
Lincolnshire, who paid for a Spitfire named the
‘Doningtonian’.

Not all Spitfire Funds were UK-based. The
African country Gold Coast raised £25,000, a
large sum for a poor country, which paid for five
Spitfires, while Assam, in India, bought
eleven and the Persian Gulf Fighter Fund ¢
bought six fighters named ‘Bahrain’.

schoolboy William Belthle, of Edgware, who
collected the requisite 24 penny fund stamps,

attaining a colourful final ‘Stamp of Honour’.
The card’s wording bears poignant resonance
today: ‘In years to come, when Peace has followed

Victory, you will be able to show this Card of

Honour to your children’s children ...

you will

remember how your effort of to-day supported

the amazing performance of our steel-nerved
Fighter Crews, who, in 1940, are our gallant
representatives in aerial combat.’

Indeed, Uruguay — ofhicially neutral —
fundraised seventeen RAF aircraft.

The fundraising continued to bear
fruit: by the end of 1940, factories were
producing up to 350 Spitfires a month.
By the time the Spitfire Funds closed,
they had paid for around 2,600 fighters,
although incomplete records mean only
1,600 can be traced today.

Such was the success of the scheme,
not only was it extended to fund most
other types of British aircraft, but the
wartime National Savings organisation

ERE LI L -

also embarked on annual fundraising
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drives, similarly encouraging areas to
raise money for a chosen cause, such as
the 1941-42 Warship Weeks [see Object
77].

In2015,a recovered and rebuilt Spitfire
Mk.I that had crashed on a French beach
during the Dunkirk evacuation sold for
£3.1 million at auction — the equivalent
of 620 wartime-funded Spitfires, in old
money!

'This colourful ‘Card of Honour’for the
‘Hendon Four Fighter Fund’belonged to
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— ttacks by Luftwaffe aircraft had been
Aincreasing in the preceding weeks,
. but the official start of the Battle of
Britain is generally credited as 10 July 1940. It
was to be the first battle Britons could see on
 their doorstep, just by simply looking up into the
skies. Much of the time, all that could be seen
“was the criss-crossing of white contrails against
the bluest of skies. But thousands of feet up,
~ young men in their twenties were twisting and
_ turning in a mortal battle to the death for their

~ nation.

The RAF had 1,963 serviceable aircraft,
the Luftwafte, 2,550. Defending Britain were
2,353 British RAF pilots. However, there were
also 574 pilots from other countries, including
Poland, New Zealand, Canada, Czechoslovakia,
Belgium, Australia, South Africa, France, Ireland,

USA, Southern Rhodesia, Jamaica, Barbados,

 SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER

Squadron, who downed at least seventeen enemy
aircraft before his death a month later. Though
less well known, both the RAF’s Bomber and
Coastal Command also took the war to the
enemy, attacking their ports and airfields.

The Luftwafte launched their main offensive
on 13 August 1940. Attacks moved inland.
Luftwaffe Commander-in-Chief Hermann
Goring’s (1893-1946) answer to the RAF’s

continued dogged resistance was to increase

the weight of the attacks. At the end of August ‘

and early September, the battle entered its
critical phase, with Britain’s south coast airfields
being pummelled by heavy air attacks. But the iy
Luftwaffe was overestimating its successes.
Despite his ‘Stuffy’ nickname, Air Officer
Commanding Hugh Dowding (1882-1970),
Commander of RAF Fighter Command, was

a visionary who, pre-war, developed Br1ta1ns B*

integrated air defence system. Radar was a
key part of this ground control interception -
organisation, known as the Dowding System. |
Based on Britain’s telephone cable network,
essentially, it was an early version of the internet e
and, similarly, proved extremely dlﬁ:l ult
knock out. "y

The Luftwaffe had other dlsadvantages Igl
main fighter, the Messerschmitt Bf 109
range of 435 miles, but only fifteen minutes’ r
over England, with London its maxi '
If a Bf 109 pilot was shot down, he w

and out of the war, where S l?‘YP‘ D
N Py i

100 g-s and could “’E' in.




25: BATTLE OF BRITAIN SOUVENIR CALENDAR, SEPTEMBER 1940

The battle reached its crux on 15 September
1940, when 630 RAF fighters took on 1,120
Luftwafte aircraft. The RAF lost twenty-nine
aircraft with fourteen pilots killed: the Luftwaffe
lost sixty-one aircraft, with eighty-one killed
and sixty-five captured. Realising the folly of
continuing, two days later, Hitler postponed
Operation Sea Lion — indefinitely.

The battle officially ended on 31 October
1940. In total, the Luftwaffe lost 1,700 aircraft,
with 2,662 casualties. The RAF lost 1,250
aircraft and 544 air crew.

Although the 1940 Battle of Britain was just
over three months long, the date has entered
the pantheon of Britain’s long history, alongside
other such crucial dates as 1066 or 1805. Had

Britain lost the battle, we could have been open
to invasion. Its importance is still commemorated
today, every 15 September marked as Battle of
Britain Day.

Ever the master orator, Churchill perfectly
captured the battle in his speech to the House of
Commons on 20 August 1940, stating: ‘Never in
the field of human conflict was so much owed by
so many to so few.’

This  lucky  horseshoe-shaped
perpetual desk calendar, produced soon after

ceramic

the battle by Osborne Ivorex, bears the premier’s
quote, with three Spitfires above the English
Channel, a church tower and rooftops in the
foreground. Fittingly, it bears the date of Sunday,
15 September — Battle of Britain Day.

The wreckage of a Heinkel He 111 of 1ll/KG1, werke 5376 V4-+C, which was shot down in the Battle of Britain and crashed at 21 Manor Avenue,
(aterham, Surrey on 27 August 1940, (Historic Military Press)
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Booklet, September 1940

The victory in the Battle of Britain was
essential on several levels, not only for
the British people. Churchill had been
trying to prove to America that Britain was worth
backing and supporting. With the industrial
might of this powerhouse of democracy, Britain
would be better able to protect herself and
eventually move on to the offensive. Thus, the
conflict was also a battle of hearts and minds.
But it was also a battle of myth and reality.

The campaign was largely about perception,

both then and now. With almost eighty years’

reflection and the release of records, historians
have been able to separate fact from fiction. Past
depictions of the battle in films, while persuasive,
were not always accurate. For example, not all
RAF fighter pilots were from public schools or
spoke with a plummy accent; they were from all
sorts of different backgrounds. Similarly, while
long dogfight scenes may be good cinematically,
in reality, the Spitfire only had enough
ammunition for fifteen seconds’ gunfire, so had
to fire in short bursts.

Focus on its enduring impressive image has
also led many to believe that the Spitfire was the
RAF’s main fighter. That accolade could equally
belong to the RAF’s other fighter, the Hawker
Hurricane. It is true that Spitfire squadrons had
a lower attrition rate and a higher victory-to-loss
ratio than those flying Hurricanes. Due to the
Spitfire’s higher performance, it was tasked with

_ intercepting enemy fighters, whereas the 30mph

slower Hurricane was primarily tasked to destroy
the Luftwaffe’s slower bomber force. However,

1o t only did more Hurricanes (2,309) take part
Cint 'b@i"'t‘t‘;ll.e_compared to Spitfires (1,400), but,

N
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in total, Hurricanes outscored Spitfires, the
former credited with 55 per cent of Luftwaffe
losses, compared to 45 per cent by the Spitfire.
That said, at the time, the victory claims
were dubious. On 15 September 1940, the
Air Ministry released a statement to the press
stating that ‘175-185 German aircraft had been
shot down in one day’. In the fog of battle, pilots
on both sides often overestimated their kills.

However, the actual figure was 66 per cent fewer. 4
Nonetheless, when the newspapers published
these figures, they acted as a fillip to morale. i d

Some aspects of the campaign have also been

forgotten. Following his defining role in the

command’s inability to stop Luftwaffe night raids.
Indeed, some historians have also questionec
how close-run the battle was, suggesting that
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bombed RAF aerodromes were often repaired
quickly and easily, and that Britain’s efficient
supply system meant both aircraft and pilots
were replaced rapidly.

The portrayal of the battle as a twentieth-
century David versus Goliath was vital to the
morale of the British people, showing that
the German juggernaut could be stopped and
the nation was not as weak as many believed.
Nonetheless, the significance and achievement
of this British victory should not be understated:
up to that point, every other nation the Germans
attacked, they conquered.

The battle was, effectively, won by a British
sword: the main blade’s edge was the 2,927 RAF
airmen who fought the Luftwaffe. The hand
on the sword’s handle was the government and
military commanders who directed the battle.
But the body of the blade was also made up of the
Royal Navy and British Army, plus the millions
of Britons, from the workers in aircraft factories

who made the fighters, to the RAF ground crews

who ensured the aircraft could be flown, as well as
the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force radar operators
and operations room plotters, plus all the Home
Front services and civilians who backed and
funded the battle — this was a national victory.

Less than six months later, in March 1941,
the Air Ministry/Ministry of Information
published their official history of the battle.
Written by author Hilary Aiden St George
Saunders (1898-1951), it was one of around
sixty-five such official histories that would be
published by His Majesty’s Stationery Office.
Initially published as a plain text-only booklet,
it was hurriedly reissued with photos. There
are interesting differences to today’s historical
accounts: the booklet gives the battle’s starting
date as 8 August 1940 (as opposed to 10 July 1940),
while Air Chief Marshal Dowding is completely
written out of the history: indeed, only Churchill
and Goring are mentioned. Nonetheless, it would
be HMSO’s most successful publication, selling
fifteen million copies.

Spitfire Mk.Ia, of 602 (City of Glasgow) Squadron, at RAF Westhampnett, Sussex, in September 1940. It was flown by Pilot Officer Osgood V. Hanbury,
who shot down four Luftwaffe aircraft during the hattle and damaged several others. Tragically, Hanbury was posted missing after a transport
aircraft he was travelling in was shot down on 3 June 1943. He was aged 25. (Public Domain)
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27: Air Raid ‘Shelter’ Enamel Sign,
September 1940

ithout warning, on the sunny
afternoon of 7 September 1940,
Goring’s Luftwafte made a historic

and crucial change of direction, both literally
and strategically. For the RAF’s airfields, it
would bring some relief — but for the citizens of
London, it would herald the start of fifty-seven
nights of death and destruction.

Up until this point, despite its size, London
had largely been excluded from Luftwaffe
bombing. On the night of 24 August 1940, oft-
course Luftwaffe bombers accidentally bombed
the British capital, causing token retaliation by
RAF Bomber Command the following night
and several times afterwards. Easily provoked,
with his Nazi pride pricked, on 4 September
1940, a furious Hitler publicly ranted in Berlin:
‘When the British air force drops two or three
or four thousand kilograms of bombs, then we

will in one night drop 150, 230, 300 or 400

SHELTER

thousand kilograms — we will raze their cities
to the ground.” Just three days later, Hitler
attempted to put his words into action.

Despite Hitler's warning, RAF Fighter
Command were puzzled when they noticed 300
Luftwaffe bombers deviating from their usual
airfield targets and heading up the Thames,
bound for the capital. The RAF were unable to
stop the huge aerial armada and by the day’s end,
much of the docks and East End were ablaze,
leaving 430 civilians dead and 1,600 seriously
injured. So surprised by this attack, GHQ_
Home Forces believed a German invasion was
imminent and, under the code word ‘Cromwell’,
the nation’s defences were put on high alert. The
London Blitz had begun.

How Britain's population was to be protected
from aerial bombardment had been a subject
of much debate, between scientists, politicians
and the public, almost since the end of the First

.

o
o
¥

>
3
A
k.

.



27: AIR RAID ‘SHELTER ENAMEL SIGN, SEPTEMBER 1940

World War. The government estimated that fifty
casualties, about a third fatal, would result for every
tonne of bombs dropped on London. Theorists
prophesised significantly higher fatalities.

'The most obvious precaution was to simply
remove civilians from the urban target areas,
which the government did under the evacuation
scheme [see Object 3]. Unlike in Germany,
where shelter policy was to build expensive, giant,
hardened bunker air raid shelters accommodating
hundreds, British government shelter policy was
of dispersal: lots of smaller air raid shelters, based
on the probability that although more may be hit
by bombs, fewer civilians would be killed than if
huge shelters were hit.

By the outbreak of war, Britain’s shelter-
building programme was under way, but far from
complete: thankfully, the Phoney War allowed a
period of catch-up in time for the onset of the
Blitz. Implementing government policy, local
councils built a variety of brick and concrete
communal surface shelters in streets plus covered
trench shelters, both types holding around fifty
shelterers. Neither type were bomb-proof and the
former developed a bad reputation for collapsing
on its occupants, though both shelters were safer
than staying in bed, sheltering at home, as many
civilians did.

of the left
deep shelters. Initially, due to the cost, the

Political ~ groups demanded
government refused. Although forbidden, from
September 1940, crowds began to seek shelter
in the London Underground. The authorities
relented and bunks were installed for overnight
shelterers. In 1944, the government introduced
eight deep tube shelters in the capital, providing
civilian protection against the new German
V-weapons. Pre-war government fears that
urban populations would become troglodyte
dwellers, psychologically damaged and unwilling
to come to the surface, were overwhelmingly
unfounded.

If the sirens suddenly sounded while you were
out in the streets, this sign could have saved your
life. With white writing on a black background
to aid visibility in the blackout, directional signs
to the nearest air raid shelter were affixed to walls
and lamp posts. Measuring 2ft by 1ft and made
of enamel — crushed glass on a metal backing —
various similar signs were produced during the
war, including ‘Gas Cleansing Station’, ‘First
Aid Post’ and ‘ARP Report Centre’. They are
now hotly collected by militaria, enamel sign and
design enthusiasts.

55
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or those families who wished to shelter
Fat home, the government introduced a

new type— the Anderson shelter. Cheap,
simple and easy to produce, the Anderson was
a unique British design classic, which saved the
lives of thousands of Britons.

"The Anderson shelter was actually quite a late,
last-minute invention, only designed in 1938 by
engineers William Paterson (1874-1956) and
Oscar Carl Kerrison in response to a request
from the Home Office for an easily mass-
produced domestic shelter. Its name derived
from Sir John Anderson (1882-1958), the Lord
Privy Seal, who, pre-war, had been responsible
for overseeing Britain's air raid precautions.
It might well also have been named after Dr
David Anderson, who, alongside Bertram Hurst
and Sir Henry Jupp, of the Institution of Civil
Engineers, approved the shelter’s design.

A total of 3.6 million Anderson shelters
were produced, with the first delivered to
households in February 1939. The basic shelter
comprised of fourteen corrugated galvanised
sheet steel panels. The 6.5ft-long structure was
made up of six arched 6ft-high upright panels,
bolted together where they joined at the top.
The 4.5ft-wide front was made up of four
panels, comprising an entrance with a further
four panels as the rear, featuring a removable
emergency exit panel. The whole shelter was
partially buried 4ft deep, with a 15in soil
covering added for further protection. Some
owners grew vegetables on this top cover as part
of the Dig for Victory campaign. The Anderson
was designed for up to six shelterers, although
more could be accommodated by adding extra

it _ upright panels. Wooden bunks were specially

The key to the Anderson’s strength was its
arched profile, a design feature recognised since
Roman times and incorporated in bridges and
viaducts since then. Even though it was only
partially buried with just over a foot of earth
cover, its profile offered little resistance to
blast, which just travelled over it, as opposed
to the unprotected flat sides of surface shelters,
which could either collapse or be pierced by an
explosion. However, for full efficiency, Anderson
shelters had to have an earth blast wall protecting
the entrance — a detail often forgotten or ignored:
post-raid ARP photos record sobering images

14‘1“& h‘.
SHELTER

STOVE




28: ANDERSON SHELTER STOVE, AUTUMN 1940

of unprotected shelters with their front metal
panels punctured by bomb splinters.

As the Blitz occurred over winter 1940/41,
doorless Andersons were not hospitable places to
retreat into during the night. Whatever insulation
was offered by the earth covering was negated
by the open entrance, which at best, was often
just covered by a sack or crude wooden door.
The shelter’s 4ft depth meant they sometimes
penetrated high water tables or springs and soon
filled knee-deep with water. Councils tried to
waterproof the shelters with an impervious lining,
but there was a concrete shortage, so few attained
this addition. Add to that the fact the shelters
also acted as spider farms, then it’s relatively
understandable why many residents chose to ‘risk
it’and stay in bed instead!

The government understood the Anderson’s
inhospitality and towards the end of the Blitz,
in March 1941, announced the introduction of

a new indoor shelter, the Morrison, named after
the Minister of Home Security/Home Secretary,
Herbert Morrison. Designed by Professor John
Fleetwood Baker (1901-85), the Morrison
was table shaped, 2ft-high, by 6.6ft-long and

4ft-wide. Comprising 359 parts, it was mostly
made of steel plate, with wire mesh sides. It
could hold three adults and was, essentially,
issued free to working-class families, although
due to the shortage of steel, very few were issued
before the end of the Blitz. Produced in fewer
numbers than the Anderson (around a million),
the shelters were designed to withstand the
weight of a collapsed house: raid experience
proved the Morrison shelter was a relatively
effective lifesaver.

At the war’s end, councils collected both
types of shelter. Morrison shelters were reused
as industrial workbenches or warehouse stacked
storage. Some Anderson shelter sections were
sold on for use as bus stop shelters or cycle
shelters. A greater number of the curved sections
were reused as garden or allotment sheds. As
such, few ‘true’ complete Anderson shelters
remain in situ today and they are now rare
structures, with increasing historical significance.

Inwinter 1940, the Ministry of Home Security
advised that an upturned flower pot with a candle
in it could be used as a heater in cold Anderson
shelters. However, some manufacturers went
one step further and produced stoves
that not only heated the shelter, but
could be used to fry food or boil a
kettle! 'This example, marked ‘W
& M Shelter Stove’, belonged to a
Sunderland docker. Apparently, it was
quite common for the stoves to be
taken into the shipyard, polished and
painted, for that extra smart shelter

look!

An Anderson shelter remains intact amidst destruction
in Latham Street, Poplar, London, during 1941, after

a parachute mine fell a few yards away. The three
people that had been inside the shelter were unhurt.
The effects of air raids in this area of London can be
clearly seen. (Public Domain)
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29: Air Raid Siren Magazine Cover
Illustration, September 1940

"H‘.

' espite the advent of air raids,
during the First World War,
there had been no official ARP

organisation, let alone a national air

raid warning system. Instead, policemen

on bicycles wore signs stating “Take

Cover’ and maroons were fired from tall
buildings. Boy Scouts signalled the end

of air raids, roaming the streets blowing

bugles. Clearly, in the next war, with an

even greater threat from the air, a more
- efficient warning system was needed.

In 1938, backed by Britain’s unique
early warning radar and Observer Corps
organisation, it was decided that RAF
Fighter Command would be responsible
for initiating air raid warnings to
threatened areas.

"There were four warning states — Yellow:
a preliminary warning, telephoned to ARP
Control Rooms and Report Centres, giving
- twenty-two minutes’ warning before the

arrival of enemy aircraft; Red: the ‘action

or ‘alert’, warning ‘Raiders Approaching/
- Imminent’, on receipt of which, ARP
- Control would alert the police, who, centrally,
would sound local air raid sirens, with their two-
minute, fluctuating or warbling varying pitch,

~ supposedly giving twelve minutes warning of the
e enemy’s arrival. Green was the ‘Raiders Passed/
- All Clear: a slightly calmer sounding, single,
'.‘.'"Y‘ ~con lnilou's siren, again lasting two minutes.
L :Il'.ﬁ.l bl'1;}1&{@; was White: a message to the ARP
*‘P‘ rganisation indicating all precautions could be
 (this was &bandoned in July 1940).

.
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Gent and Co Ltd, of Leicester, had been ,
producing electrical goods since 1872, spec1ahs1ng ¥ E
in clocks and alarms. They started to develop :'_ .
Tangent Electro-Motor Syren during the First !_ ,
World War and with this experience, in the_ Ui
up to the next war applied and won the sole Home

Office grant contract to manufacture air rai '
beating Lancashire rivals Carter sirens.

the huge order, a new block had to b,e b
factory to enable the 1ncreased prod g}w




29: AIR RAID SIREN MAGAZINE COVER ILLUSTRATION, SEPTEMBER 1940

Gents’ standard siren, often seen in wartime
newsreels, was advertised in their May 1939
trade catalogue as a 4hp, double-ended siren —
as pictured on the cover of this November 1941
edition of Newnes Practical Mechanics— that could
be heard for 4 miles. Weighing 3481b/158kg,
they cost £50 [£3,000], although they also
produced other variants. The siren was designed
by Mr J. George Evatt, of Leicester. An associate
member of the Institute of Electrical Engineers,
he also designed a luminous call system used on
ships, including the Queen Mary and the Queen
Elizabeth, and in hospitals and hotels, plus fire
alarm systems for factories and care homes.

By the war’s end, Gent had produced 4,500
4hp sirens, as well as 1,000 smaller sirens, plus
6,000 hand-operated sirens for the military.
Gents’ sirens provided warnings for all parts of
Britain, plus Cyprus, Egypt, Gibraltar, Malta
and South Africa, and, following D-Day, to
France and Belgium.

Britain's air raid warning system was not
perfect. In some cases, the siren — or ‘sy-reen’, as
some mysteriously called it — didn't sound until
after the raid had started and lives were lost. By
September 1940, so many hours of work were
lost due to the disruption caused by too broad

an alert area that the system had to be more
localised. Indeed, many Britons nonchalantly
ignored the siren — at their peril. But many
thousands, if not millions, of lives were saved by
the warning the system gave.

This was not the end of the siren story.
During the Cold War, smaller sirens, made
by Carters of Lancashire, gave a four-minute
warning of nuclear oblivion: this warning’s value
was debateable. Many were also used as flood
warnings or to call firemen to their fire stations.

During the war, there were recorded instances
of people collapsing and dying at the siren’s
sound. All these years on, those who can
remember testify that the simple sound of the
wartime air raid siren on TV programmes still
causes anxiety and the hairs on the back of their
neck to rise. But that is what the sirens were
designed to do.

Back in September 1940, although the
Luftwaffe had lost their ability to roam freely
across Britain in the daytime, they now began
to use the cover of darkness to continue their
assault. The ‘banshee wail’ of the nations air
raid sirens would now pierce the still night on a
daily basis ... The following objects explain the
anatomy of a Luftwaffe air raid.
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German Target

Identificat ifa”ﬁ"

0f Coventry, Autumn 1940

= t's often been commonly thought that

the Luftwaffe just arrived over a city,
durhped their bombs, then flitted off

into the night. The reality is that air raids
were generally more sophisticated than that.
Germany had started the aerial
 reconnaissance of Britain in 1936, three

- years before the war. German civil aircraft,
carrying secret cameras, photographed

.~ military and urban centres. So thorough was
-;t their secret work that it proved to be the
" ~ first complete aerial photographic survey of
' Britain. In the early years of the war, these
spy flights continued via specialist Luftwafte

aufklarer (aerial reconnaissance) units.

Analysing, identifying and annotating

these photographs, the Luftwaffe’s 5
Abteilung 95th Branch (Foreign Powers
Section) of the Operations Staff, compiled
individual target files. Additional sources of
information about the targets were freely
available from pre-war British company trade
~ brochures, even bribed international salesman.
~ Maps of British cities were also compiled,
"t identifying important features such as railway
~ stations, utility works and factories. Sometimes
~ today called ‘bombing target maps’ or ‘invasion
-1 g rmaps this is incorrect: they were general

«{-n]nltary geographical survey maps that could
. used for any purpose — target acquisition one

i .,1-4 . Compiled from 1939 up to 1942, they

e sim ycoples of pre-war British Ordnance

i’ S, qverprmted in German.

such was the speed of the German

' . =_, affa"target analysts had a

/ limite e to comprﬂth.m

work. These maps could be inaccurate, mlssmg

new roads, factories, even whole housing estates,,

Nonetheless, this is what the Luftwaffe based
their bombing operations on and it is interesting
to note that often, bombing plots accuratel
within the target areas marked on these-
and maps. el
Following the initial incendiary and'
target marking by Luftwaffe pathﬁnd(;rn '
soon after the main bomber force
approach the - target singly, m0v1f1'g on |

paths confined to a belt so.me-J,

']hesie ‘crocodile’ pa _s' vere qu -;__5
"‘1_‘4.. ‘,,a';{. . S

o 2 A




30: GERMAN TARGET IDENTIFICATION MAP OF COVENTRY, AUTUMN 1940
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RAF Bomber Command. Luftwaffe bombers
were spread out, with only one raider per 180
square miles, making it difficult for RAF night
fighters to locate them. This flight pattern also
drew out the duration of the raid, feeding the
fires and disrupting the sleep of workers, in an
attempt to impede their production rate.

Although the Luftwaffe highlighted key
targets (zielgebiete), bombing was not pinpoint
accurate, so targets were sometimes grouped
together into a target area (zie/rium), such as an
industrial estate containing several factories or a
station and sidings that could be attacked with a
stick of bombs.

The bombers would try to remain over the
target for as long as possible, circling, identifying
and aligning their bombing run. Bombs would
often be released individually every few minutes
to cause maximum disruption and further draw
out the raid. Even over such major targets as
London, bombers showed their contempt for
the ineffectual defences by circling for twenty-
five minutes over the capital.

There is debate among historians as to what
extent the Luftwaffe deliberately targeted
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civilians. Some point out that, apart from a
handful of accidental or minor bombings, the
Luftwaffe did not start to deliberately target
London until 7 September 1940. Also, much
of the Luftwafte’s bombing was what is termed
today ‘collateral damage’, where neighbouring
housing was hit while aiming at industrial
targets. Additionally, despite having the most
advanced electronic navigation systems of the
time, 1940s technology was not as accurate as
the laser-guided weapons of today — and even
now, there are still collateral casualties.

However, others point to the deliberate
daylight machine-gunning of trains, buses and
civilians in the street. Indiscriminate parachute
mines and later the V1 and V2 rockets were also
used as blast weapons, while incendiary bomb
attacks caused rapidly spreading firestorms
— which the Germans were later to protest
against themselves. But by then, Germany was
openly engaging and encouraging what Hitler’s
propaganda minister, Joseph Goebbels, called
“Total War’; unrestricted combat against all
targets — including civilians.

This section of the target identification map
for Coventry, Warwickshire, was published after
December 1941, by which time much of the city
centre had been devastated in the famous raid
of the previous year. Interestingly, it shows that
Coventry Cathedral (marked ‘CATH’, bottom
left), which was destroyed in the infamous
raid of 14 November 1940, was sandwiched
between the purple highlighted factories of the
Standard Motor works, Singer Motors, Morris
Motors, plus the Triumph and Gloria Company
— founded by German industrialist Siegfried
Bettmann in 1896 — and also destroyed by his

countrymen.
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' s ften, an unnerving period of silence
" , would follow the air raid siren’s
-q

" warning call, only punctuated by the
f. tip-tap bf last-minute shelterers running for

A J'! cover ARP wardens would keep an ear to the

skies as they patrolled the city’s empty streets,

" 1‘;!!1de more eerie by the blackout and shadows
2 a:‘ cast'b_y the white light of a bombers’moon. Then

ch would come: the low, undulating rumble of
cgrnchromsed German aero engines. Hitler’s
g'f‘tvgqﬁ'e were approaching ...

"J't.fr i

Searchlights would plCI’CC the d :a
try and pick out the enemy bombers for E?
anti-aircraft guns, who would engage the nig

raiders with a fusillade of shells. .
A clatter and fizzing would suddenl

‘around the bombers’ chief target area, as t e

initial hail of incendiary bombs hit the stnee
and ignited, lighting them up in a piercing white

glow, illuminating and firing buildings for all 1;6?-_._ 'y -'.-i_
see — including the follow-up bombers.




31: LUFTWAFFE BOMB SHRAPNEL COLLECTION, SEPTEMBER 1940

Then, the main bomber force would arrive
and drop its high-explosive (HE) bombload.
Occasionally, flutes, called “Trumpets of Jericho’
or ‘screamers’, were fitted to HE bomb tail units,
causing a screeching whistle to create further
fear on the ground, adding to the night’s fearful
cacophony.

The Luftwaffe employed two types of HE
bombs: about 80 per cent were SC (Sprengbombe-
Cylindrisch) bombs, thin-cased, general purpose
demolition bombs, with a high charge ratio of up
to 55 per cent HE for maximum blast effect. They
varied in size from 50kg, 250kg, 500kg, 1,000kg
‘Hermann', 1,800kg ‘Satan’ and the largest, the
2,500kg ‘Max’. Fortunately, the Luftwaffe used its
smallest bomb, the 50kg, the most and the largest,
‘Max’ only a handful of times. The other type of
HE bomb type, SD (Sprengbombe-Dickwandig),
thick-cased,
fragmentation bombs. They only had a 35 per

were semi-armoured  piercing,
cent explosive filling, but had greater penetration
qualities and were used as anti-personnel bombs
or against hardened buildings, such as factories.
Their weight range was slightly different: 50kg,
250kg, 500kg, 1,400kg ‘Esau’and 1,700kg. Added
to the mix, from September 1940, 500kg and
1,000kg cylindrical naval mines were dropped by
parachute. Intended to sink shipping, their heavy
HE component made them ideal blast weapons,
sometimes levelling half a street. They were hard
to aim as they were at the mercy of the prevailing
wind, and thus were largely inaccurate.

After the all clear had sounded, both local
council ARP officials and regional Ministry
of Home Security scientists would soon arrive
to assess bomb damage. From the destruction
caused and the size of bomb craters, they could
estimate the total bombload dropped during the
raid.

In total, during the Blitz, it is estimated that
the Luftwaffe dropped 16,593 tonnes of bombs

on Britain. In 1940-41, Germany had the most
technologically advanced bomber force in the
world. The Luftwaffe employed three main
twin-engine medium bombers, the excellent
Junkers Ju 88, the ageing Dornier Do 17 and its
main workhorse, the Heinkel He 111. However,
all were built for tactical operations, supporting
short Blitzkrieg (‘lightning war’) attacks against
rival armies, rather than long-term strategic
bombing campaigns. The Heinkel could carry a
bombload of 2.5 tonnes, the others less. Compare
this with the RAF’s four-engine Avro Lancaster
of 1942, which had a 10-tonne bombload — four
times that of the Heinkel. The Luftwaffe had
nothing comparable.

Although extensive and widespread damage
was caused to London and other British cities,
the Luftwaffe were unable to deliver enough
devastation to cause a breakdown in society or
halt industrial production. Ultimately, the Blitz
against Britain failed because the Luftwaffe did
not have the equipment to enable a sufficiently
heavy bombing campaign.

One glance at this shrapnel - or, to give its
correct name, bomb splinters — from a Luftwaffe
500kg HE bomb instantly shows why it would
prove lethal to any living being caught in its
path. The jagged metal (pictured right), still
with its dark green paint, is from the bomb’s tail
section. The fused detonation would cause the
bomb’s HE contents to explode, and its explosive
weight would determine how great was the
explosion. The bomb casing would also shatter
into hundreds, if not thousands, of pieces of red-
hot metal splinters (pictured left). These splinters
were blasted at the same speed as the gas from
the explosion expanded. This detonation velocity
is alarming — up to 10,300m per second, meaning
those in the way would have little chance of
taking avoiding action ...
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’ _-v‘s'iar' films and books, such as H. G.

4 ,SIZVCHS’ 1933 The Shape of Things to Come,

~ predicted that in any future war, the

- would amass with bombers and cities

d be reduced to rubble. Just the previous

year, Conservative politician Stanley Baldwin
A 6_7‘—1947) had warned the nation: ‘I think it is
P.', '.' ve " also for the man in the street to realise that

el e,re 1§ no power on earth that can protect him

iim, the bomber w111 always get through.” And
n%fl)uﬁey did.

'Ihmkfully, however, the sky did not turn

2 ‘lask WLth Nazi bombers, but those that came

3 y were s)tlll an unstoppable force. Britain’s meagre

' 5 " ant1~a1 raft (AA) defences were shockingly

£ i lpowtriess durmg the Blitz: in September 1940,

on average, it took 20,000 AA shells to shoot

“.do'wn ~one bomber Scientist Professor A. V.

i < H-ﬂ:l (1-886——1977) explained that the odds of

l‘ | |down1n an attacking bomber were stacked

1, , ga;n‘é:t the defenders: ‘One cubic mile of space

» - cor ains 5,500,000,000 cubic yards. The lethal T |

'U 70 c——bf.. a 3.7in AA shell is only a few thousand | balloons, decoy ground sites and radio jamm

~ cubic yards and exists for only one-fiftieth of a | countermeasures. 'y 2

( . Britain had a Varlet'y of we ponry v

air, WhllSt it was the ideal, downing | which to engage the enemy. Llﬁ AA defe
e ! wzfs not the sole purpose of Britain’s | started with the .303in L .

ef:ncés‘ l?lstractmg bombers on their | guns, 20mm Oerhkon/ﬁ en ca

1bing run. towarjs he target Would éhsrupt - 40mm Bofors AAgun Whﬂe o
m (though, u nce 'figrtabl also | (6, OOOft),theyhaé arap

Germ: tihelr I #}i;
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32: ANTI-ATRCRAFT SHELL NOSECAP AND SHRAPNEL, SEPTEMBER 1940

(30,000ft), meaning they could engage higher-
flying bombers and drive them further away
from targets.

The AA guns did not simply point at the sky
and blaze away. Heavy AA guns were grouped on
a site, in a battery of four, plus a command post,
with adjoining height-finding and flightpath-
predicting equipment. Targets were often
acquired with rudimentary site radar, spotter
crews, plus information from RAF Fighter
Command, gathered from coastal radar and the
Observer Corps. Neighbouring searchlight sites
also illuminated enemy aircraft at night.

The problem was, there were simply not
enough AA guns: in July 1940, there were only
1,200 heavy and 549 light AA guns available
for deployment in the whole of Britain (later,
Germany had 9,000 heavy and 30,000 light AA
guns). Coupled with basic technology, Anti-
Aircraft Command’s Blitz performance was not
good. On 14 November 1940, the night of the
Coventry Blitz, the Midland city’s thirty-six
AA guns fired over 6,700 shells, downing just
one enemy aircraft out of 515. With such free
range, no wonder Luftwaffe aircrews were rarely
bothered by the puffs of smoke they saw.

In a dark irony, not only did faulty unexploded
AA shells crash down and kill British civilians,
but during the Blitz, Britain's AA guns seem to
have had more of a passive than active defence
role — in morale: Britons, unaware of the guns’
inefliciency, heard the noisy barrage and assumed
‘we were giving it back to them’.

Commander-in-Chief ~ of  Anti-Aircraft
Command, General Sir Frederick Pile (1884—
1976), gradually overhauled the nation’s AA
defences. By the end of the Blitz, while still a
third short, there were double the number of
heavy AA guns the previous summer. From 1942,
women Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS) and
Home Guards also served at gun sites. Better

technology, in the form of advanced gun-laying
radar, automatic gun-loading and tracking, and
even, proximity shells, which automatically
detonated when they were near their target,
were introduced. By August 1944, Britain's AA
defences were downing 74 per cent of V1 flying
bombs, saving thousands of lives.

This battered aluminium object was the desired
favourite of every schoolboy shrapnel collector
— the nosecone from a 3.7in AA shell fuse!
Technically, a 1939-dated No. 207 mechanical
fuse, the blue letter “I” (for ‘time’) is still just
visible, indicating it was designed to explode
up to forty-five seconds after firing. The fuse
caused the rest of the shell to explode, shattering
it into these lethal shards to puncture Luftwaffe
aircraft from Britain’s skies. Widely used during
the Blitz, we shall never know if this particular
example helped down an enemy bomber —

statistics suggest it probably didn't!

Members of the public watch as a QF 3.7-inch anti-aircraft gun crew
goes through its paces in London’s Hyde Park on the eve of war in
the summer of 1939, (NARA)

65



2 Loy e « STl -
P FOE HOME F'R'bﬁ“.m”—lg;s IN IO o
g

RSl ) . LT
‘33 ClVlllan War Death Certlifééf

October 1940

espite the best efforts of the ARP
and fire services, together with the
" anti-aircraft defences and RAF night
fighters, enemy bombers did ‘get through’ -~ and
~ claimed a dreadful toll of civilian lives: some

40,000 Britons were killed during the Blitz.
% Packed close together in cellars, air raid
it ,shelters or even underground stations, when
- _i struck by a high-explosive bomb, the enclosed
~ area confined the bomb blast and caused many
..* fatalities, such as on 14 October 1940, when, at
8.02 pm, a 1,400kg ‘Esau’ semi-armour-piercing
HE bomb penetrated 32ft underground and
exploded in Balham underground station. The
- blast burst a water main and sewer, causing a
. '.mudshde that killed sixty-eight shelterers. e | e

It was the job of the ARP to enter such oy s e o e
1. ity Card. d smrl
~ conditions, then attempt to rescue any survivors

st Ve Nambes 18 b}
o S 1]

and recover bodies — or what was left of them.
Unproven ghoulish rumours that bodies were
~ just left at bad incidents and the site filled in
- continue to this day. In reality, the ARP services
- were more professional than that: where possible, £
. relatlves wanted remains to bury. Some fatalities | Service was created, with the personnel recruited
! _':' snyply appeared to be asleep, without a scratch, | from medical staff and local undertakers.
tEl,e- blast having collapsed their lungs. Others A temporary information label was affixed
wm;le only fragmented remains, which were | the body by the ARP Rescue or First Aid Party
b v cq]lected in a ‘bits bag’. Either way, they were | at the incident. A mortuary van wo ld the 1 :
L Sentptb the ARP mortuary. take the body to the mortuary, where on receipt
B, 'P,re—war statisticians  had theorised that | the body would be given a refcrence nun
- ton of bombs dropped, seventeen | ARP mortuary procedure followed of
d be klllled They also predicted the | Ministry of Health guidelines. The Po WO
d drop up to 600 tons of bombs | then be stripped and the clothing ar
’Firng- mass fatalities would ensue | belongings 1tem‘iSed A@n an W -'-
mortua facﬂltles would | be ‘

th‘
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33: CIVILIAN WAR DEATH CERTIFICATE, OCTOBER 1940

would then be prepared (tidied), put in a white
shroud and placed on a metal ARP stretcher
to await official identification, if possible, by
a relative, friend or acquaintance. From July
1940, it was stipulated that, where practical,
photographs should be taken of unidentified
bodies to help in the identification process.

Unusually, ARP mortuaries were often in
drained local public swimming baths, which
could hold large numbers of bodies, if need
be, with the sub-level cold tiling temporarily
helping preservation. There were also ‘overflow’
and reserve mortuaries. Extra preparation for
mass casualties saw the purchase of fibre coffins,
at 11/5d [£30] each and children’s shrouds, in
three sizes. After heavy air raids, there were,
indeed, mass burials at several cities, including
Coventry, Plymouth, Belfast, Liverpool and
Bristol, among others.

ARP mortuary stafl are the most forgotten
and unrecognised of the ARP services, yet they
had the most harrowing and disturbing role of
all. They may have been experienced in dealing
with the dead, but not in these numbers. They
had to register, photograph and record scores of

bodies brought to them, in all states. Their most
harrowing task must surely have been dealing
with child fatalities. They did this professionally
and one wonders, with the sights they saw, what
sleep they had and what long-term memories
they harboured. The Commonwealth War
Graves Commission lists a total of 67,092
civilian war deaths through enemy action.

This Civilian War Death form brings home
the reality of the Home Front behind the sing-
songs and Blitz spirit stereotypes. It is the ARP
mortuary form of Gladys Worboys, aged eleven.
Her father, Sidney, aged forty-nine; her mother,
Alice; her sisters Lilian, aged seventeen, and
Eileen, fourteen, were all also killed at Dame
Alice Owens Girls’ School, in Goswell Road,
Finsbury, London, on 15 October 1940. They
were five of the 143 people sheltering there when
a large parachute mine demolished the building
above them, sealing the exits. The pipeline
carrying the New River ruptured, flooding the
shelter. A 2005 memorial to the 109 victims
of this bombing stands in Owen’s Fields, on
Goswell Road. This object is published in their

memory.

A woman is assisted across a London
street, after she was rescued from
the debris of a building damaged by a
German bomb during a daylight raid
on 23 October 1940. (Historic Military
Press)
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34: CHIEF AIR RAID WARDEN'S HELMET, AUTUMN 1940

its creator, John Leopold Brodie (1873-1945).
However, the basic design can be traced back
as far as the medieval fourteenth-century kettle
helmet, perhaps even earlier.

From summer 1940, an economy version
of the helmet, called a Mark II, Number 2,
was introduced, comprising of substandard
or milder steel, identified by up to four holes
punched in either side of the rim, indicating its
composition.

Although retaining the same basic shape and
design as its predecessor, the Mark IT helmet had
an improved liner and sprung webbing chinstrap.
It could protect the wearer from some shrapnel,
debris and blast, but was not bulletproof. Indeed,
the famous German equivalent, the Szahibelm,
with a flatter rim, offered better direct neck
protection.

Nevertheless, produced in their millions, the
Mark II was issued not only to Britain’s military,
but also its ARP, police and fire services. The
initial issue to the ARP was in plain military
khaki paint, however, by the start of the war,
many were painted black.

Not long after, various initials, representing
the wearer’s branch of the ARP, were added to
the front, such as ‘W’ for Warden, ‘R’ for Rescue,
‘A’ for Ambulance, ‘M’ for Messenger and ‘FAP’
for First Aid Post/Party, although a plethora of
variations exist.

From June 1940, the London Region
introduced blackout-visible white helmets plus
black bands to denote higher ranks. Outside
London, ranks were indicated by up to three
black painted diamonds, replaced in 1942 by the
London scheme. The example pictured belonged
to John Merrifield, who was the thirty-year-
old Chief Warden of the Earlsdon Division,

Coventry. The double black bands indicate his
senior supervisory rank.

Indeed, air raid wardens were the linchpin of
the whole ARP service. Formed in March 1937,
the warden’s main role was to patrol his or her
allotted sector and, if a bomb fell, briefly assess
the incident, fill in a damage form, and run back
to their wardens’ post to report the incident to the
control service. However, through necessity, the
job developed into multifarious important tasks:
wardens took part in rescue, first aid, unexploded
bomb reconnaissance and organising the other
ARP services at an incident.

At local level, wardens also became the public
face of the ARP organisation, advising residents
on civil defence matters and training them in
firefighting, and as well as conducting gas mask
and shelter censuses, even, at times, having to
break bad news to relatives. However, their
public duties were not always appreciated: their
maintenance of the blackout, with the cry of ‘put
that light out’, sometimes made them unpopular,
accused of being ‘little Hitlers’, with numerous
reported cases of wardens being assaulted by
disgruntled citizens.

Wardens were often more mature in years and
mostly male, although around a seventh were
female, often much younger in age.

Although, as with most of the front-line
ARP personnel, they were an amateur army,
and despite their now relatively light-hearted
popular image, they were mostly dedicated and
professional, having to know their local sectors
and its residents inside out. They had extensive
training, sitting courses and examinations in
ARP matters and attaining qualifications. They
were local guardians who earned their place in
wartime history.
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4 swell as the Wardens service, there
were various different branches
of the ARP organisation. At the

top of the local chain was the Report and
Control service. Usually based in a bunker
or hardened basement, sometimes under
the town hall or council offices, the ARP
Controller observed as the air raid unfolded
and with the help of a large plotting map of
hisarea, directed the necessary ARP services
to the various incidents. He was updated
on how the bombing was developing by
the Report service, based in district report
centres, who received telephone situation
messages from the Wardens organisation.
Based in district ARP depots, the first
raid service called upon were the Rescue
service. Drawn from the building trade
for their knowledge of house construction,
some of the most physical, yet also careful,
ARP work was carried out by the men of
this service. Their job was to rescue people
trapped in their bombed homes. To do this,
they could call upon cranes to shift rubble,
but the vast majority of their skilful work
was painstaking as they had to delicately
remove rubble without it collapsing on
the casualty. Rescue personnel carried out
the most dangerous ARP work, tunnelling
‘under debris to reach casualties trapped

-r in flooded, gas-filled cellars or working
T ~ beneath tectering walls, often as the bombs




35: ARP BLUETTE UNIFORM, AUTUMN 1940

preliminary aid, before ferrying casualties to
either a waiting ambulance or the local ARP
first aid post, where nurses, under the direction
of a Medical Officer, would treat the patient. If
injuries were severe, casualties were forwarded
to the local hospital for surgery. This system of
treatment was based on and developed from First
World War casualty clearing stations, associated
with the trench warfare of the Western Front.
One major pre-war branch of the ARP
services was, fortunately, never needed. The
Decontamination service comprised of council
refuse personnel who, if poison gas was used,
would don gas-proof suits and respirators,
then decontaminate streets and homes with
bleach powder and water. It would have been
a huge manual undertaking, made further
complicated by their restrictive anti-gas outfits.
To help understand what poison gas they were
dealing with, local chemists were appointed
as Gas Identification Officers. Again in gas-
proof clothing, they would use specialist testing
equipment to identify the chemical or biological
agent. From 1941, specialist Food Treatment
Squads were introduced to decontaminate
tinned foods and other salvageable food stuffs.
Despite all the ARP preparations that went
into the pre- and actual raid contingencies,
surprisingly, little thought had been put into

post-raid organisation. Initially, some councils
had suggested those bombed out of their homes
simply gathered in local parks. The experience of
the Blitz suggested far greater support services
were needed and so rest centres, emergency
feeding stations, salvage squads, advice offices,
clothing and furniture aid, plus rehousing were
all expanded from 1941.

The final element of the ARP organisation
was the police force. There at the birth and
training of the ARP organisation, the police
were also responsible for a certain amount of its
administrative and reporting work.

Despite fifteen years of pre-war planning, the
subject of what the ARP services were going to
wear seems to have been largely overlooked until
the last minute. Initially ARP personnel were
issued with simple armlets to be worn with civilian
clothing, identifying their branch of service.
However, by the time of the 194041 Blitz,
the main uniform of the ARP services was this
denim bluette combination boiler suit, (officially
designated ARP 41), seen here with the area title
of ‘Lambeth’. There were also overcoat variants
for women wardens (ARP 42) and women drivers
(ARP 43).The ARP 41 overall is commonly seen
in newsreels and photos of the time, often covered
in rubble dust — or, perhaps, worse.
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36: Unofficial ARP Advice Bookleﬁ;
r Autumn 1940

.

' here was no shortage of ARP g
] I advice for citizens, both officially ¥
- and unofhicially. Leaflets, articles,

'y books and pamphlets, both before the

F war and during, provided potentially life-

¥ saving information. Eighty years on, this

'I P~ literature makes fascinating reading: it is

also clear how pre-war theory changed to
actuality gain from Blitz experience.

E - "The Home Office had published official
‘,“"- ARP literature since 1935, with ARP
E ¥ Handbook No. 2: Anti-Gas Precautions &

- First Aid for Air Raid Casualties (about
Eg’ . turn, Handbook No. 1: Personal Protection
|

against Gas was published the following

year). Over the next decade, they also

\ published a raft of official ARP circulars,

manuals, memoranda, pamphlets and
bulletins.

However, these works were really

L ) 4

: meant for the ARP services, not the
wider public. To the layman, they
must have appeared quite dry, word
heavy, with few pictures and no colour.
Commercial publishers saw a gap in the market
and began producing their own more reader-
friendly publications. The Home Office does not

~seem to have opposed or viewed these as rival
publications — indeed, some state permission had

~ been granted to quote from official works — so
perhaps officialdom just viewed uzofficialdom as
g’hchélsg} spread the ARP word.

- Some unofficial ARP booklets even date back

' ade Zefore officialdom started publishing

' he subject. However, both showed

‘main focus on countering gas warfare.

Ll
b L
-

el

4 > -
T s 2
|y

'.Jﬁ. F‘,I. . |l— ! -

WHAT T0 DO IH

s Y T -
B - COMPREHENSIVE [

GU][IE.

Ironically, one of the chief writers on ARP =
matters, scientist (later Professor) John Burdon
Sanderson (J. B. S.) Haldane (1892—1964) i '
wrote the pro-gas warfare monologue Callinicus:
A Defence of Chemical Warfare (Kegan, Pa
Trench, Trubner & Co.Ltd, 1925). Thirteen yea 1S
later, he wrote one of the leading precautloﬁ
books against air raids, 4. R.R (Victor G llancz,
1938). FY

Those such as straight-talking Major—
~ C. H. Foulkes wrote from pre ious m
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Arthur Pearson Ltd, 1939). Others, such as
architectural firm Tecton, used their trade
expertise to suggest designs for large air raid
shelters in Planned ARP (Architectural Press,
1939). Even political groups got in on the act,
making their tracts appear like ARP advice,
such as the Communist Party of Great Britain’s
A.R.P. The Practical Air Raid Protection Britain
Needs! (1938).

Some publishers, such as Jordan & Sons,
specialised in ARP, producing at least fifteen
booklets on the subject. But it wasnt just
publishing houses spreading the word: Dr S.
Evelyn Thomas, of St Albans, Hertfordshire,
produced five top-selling ARP books, some self-
published.

Commercial enterprises also recognised the
market, such as Odham’s Press, advertising in
Sunday newspapers, for their book Zhe Complete
First-Aid Outfit Book and A.R.P. (1939), which
even included a fourteen-piece mini first aid kit
inside the front cover (though the small pieces
look more of novelty value).

By this time, theory began to give way to
observations of reality, via the Japanese bombing
of China or the Spanish Civil War, with journalist
John Langdon-Davies (1897-1971), later author

of unofficial Home Guard training booklets,

publishing A4ir Raid (George Routledge & Sons,
1938).

During the war, fewer unofficial ARP
booklets were published, probably due to paper
rationing and the amount of official publications
being produced. However, they focused more on
specific subjects, such as first aid, or specialisms
for Civil Defence personnel, such as Tactical
Exercises in Incident Control (Gordon & Gotch,
1942) or Practical Rescue Training (Pitman &
Sons, 1943) by Eric C. Claxton, a Surrey ARP
worker who, in 1942, founded the Casualties
Union.

In total, around 150 known unofficial ARP
booklets were published. From the amount that
have survived today, it appears their owners took
these little booklets seriously — the knowledge
imparted by their words and pictures may even
have saved lives.

One of John Langdon-Davies’ most popular
works was Air Raid Precautions — What to do in
an Emergency — A Comprehensive Guide (George
Newnes, 1939). Published in photo-heavy
magazine format with a colourful cover, he
explained ARP via ‘an ordinary family’ in the
fictional story “The Jones Family Sees it Through’.
Within a year of publication, this shattered
suburban cover scene would prove only too real.
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\hey are our falthful friends who, through
thick and thin, stick with us and offer
. joy and companionship. So, when war
ame, it was natural to think of their welfare,

= Just as w1fh any other member of the family. It
g _.I! m,g.y

e been a conflict between the human
specms but wartime hardships such as rationing,

ndmg shelter and evacuation were all shared by
our domestic animals: pets struggled along with

t he1r owners, too.

$ T_Ihe pre-war fear of air raids led to evacuation
lans for women and children, but British

- compassion (or enterprise) did not end there.
" In 19%9 it was estimated that there were seven

mllhon cats and dogs in Britain. Businesses

"offcred country refuges for dogs at 10s [£30] per

tA

week — or a penny [50p] a day for budgerigars!
Londoﬂ,- Zoo evacuated two giant pandas, two
orang-utans four chimpanzees, three Asian

M
8 1" elcphants and an ostrich to Whipsnade Zoo
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b h hit their enclosures and they escaped.
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1n Beﬁfordshue As a precaution, the zo0o0’s
venomous animals were killed, in case a bomb

Sueh was the fear of air raids and because
any people could not afford to board their
s, sadly, in the first four days of the war, some
006 cats were euthanized. In a bitter irony,

kPhoney War developed, this proved an
|

1

J |lv-n

ily drastlc measure.
ﬁpmc Office had not overlooked Britain’s

o
: t1c and farm animals. In August 1939,
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Soon, however, cats and dogs learned the
meaning of the air raid siren and trundled off
to the Anderson shelter with their owners.
Bizarrely, some pets even seemed to be able to
‘predict’ air raids, becoming restless or barking:
it is likely that, with their better hearing, they
could detect the bombers’ drone before humans,
or because the raids occurred regularly, so as
soon as dusk came, they expected trouble. One
London family trembled in terror in their
Anderson shelter as they heard the faint distant
noise of a V1 Doodlebug [see Object 87] — only
to discover that it was their cat purring loudly!
Indeed, domestic shelters were the only refuge
available for pets, as they were banned from
public shelters.

Certain types of animals proved especially
vulnerable. Goldfish were in constant danger
because their glass bowls were susceptible to
blast. Horses also proved a problem, as they
were highly strung and easily frightened,
proving difficult and dangerous to rescue from
burning stables. Not all bombs dropped on the
cities: many Luftwaffe bombers dumped their
bombs in the countryside, with sheep and cows
exposed in open fields often as unfortunate
casualties.

Like their owners, pets also suftered from food
shortages. Hay for horses was unrationed, but the
meat shortage made it difficult to feed carnivores
such as cats and dogs. Due to the metal shortage,
canned pet food was a rarity and dog biscuits
were almost unobtainable, so owners fed their
pets scraps of meat and leftovers, even though,
technically, it was an illegal waste of human
food. However, the Ministry of Food released a
small amount of dried milk for cats because of

the valuable part they played in keeping down
rats and mice in homes, warehouses and farms.

Although pets continued to rely on their
owners and must have been an added worry in
wartime, they played an important part in the
battle of morale. The family who lost their home
and all their possessions to bombing could be
cheered if their much-loved pet was pulled alive
from the rubble.

Aswith humans, there was even a civil defence
organisation for our four-legged friends. Pre-war,
on the suggestion of the Home Office’s ARP
department, vets, working with the RSPCA and
PDSA, established the National ARP Animals
Committee (NARPAC) in August 1939. Its
initial Adwvice to Animal Owners leaflet suggested
evacuating pets to the countryside, but ‘if you
cannot place them in the care of neighbours, it
really is kindest to have them destroyed’ - so,
ironically, their first act of the war helped lead to
the euthanasia of up to 750,000 pets. However,
NARPAC also compiled a National Register of
pets and farm animals that were enrolled for an
annual fee of 1s [£2.50]. Registered animals were
given a numbered metal or plastic disc that helped
reunite them with their owners if lost after an air
raid. A series of local volunteer Animal Guards
and Stewards were responsible for registration
and the welfare of pets. As this NARPAC leaflet
noted: ‘Unidentifiable dogs found straying may
be destroyed after 72 hours, under a general
Order from the Ministry of Home Security. Cats
unregistered can be destroyed immediately but
registered animals are taken over by NARPAC
Officials, housed and fed until arrangements are
made for their return home’ - at the very least,
some peace of mind in troubled times.
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) omb disposal: it was probably the most
B dangerous job on the Home Front.
Instead of the bomb coming to you, you

went to the bomb. Nerves of steel and a steady
hand were needed for this knife-edge job, where
life was measured in milliseconds. Personnel had

been ‘reassured’ by scientists, who calculated that
the human body’s nervous system was slower

- than a bomb explosion, so you wouldn't feel or

know anything about it if it did explode. Indeed,

; ~ there would be very little, if anything, of the

- bomb’s challenger to bury.

Despite Germany’s use of delayed action
fuses during the Spanish Civil War, surprisingly,
next to no preparations were made in Britain
for dealing with unexploded bombs (UXBs).
Initially, it was thought local civilian services
could just pick up UXBs from the surface and
stack them up for collection by the military.

Fortunately, albeit at the last moment, arm I 4
Royal Engineer (RE) bomb disposal (BD) .
parties were formed in May 1940. Each REBD =
Section was composed of an officer, who defused 4
the bomb, a sergeant who assisted him, a lance 2
sergeant, four corporals and between fourteen
and twenty-five other ranks, who dug down
to the bomb and later removed it after defusal.
Giant German parachute mines were defused
by Royal Naval Rendering Mines Safe squads.
So started a lethal, unseen war, between German
scientists, who developed increasingly deadlier
bombs and fuses, and British scientists, who had
to find ways to develop countermeasures, and the 2
BD personnel who had to defuse the bombs. Wer

Some 10 per cent of all Luftwaffe bombs ,%&'

[see Object 31] dropped on Britain failed to
widespread disruption in cities, which would

detonate. Sometimes, this was deliberate, to cause
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have to be evacuated and war production halted.
Other times, it was because the sensitive fuzes
had been damaged by the bomb’s high-speed
impact. Either way, this unexploded ordnance
had to be located, defused and removed.

While most nations still used clockwork
fuses, from 1926 Germany was the world
leader in advanced electrical fuzes: yet, when
the Blitz started, Britain's BD squads had only
the most basic training and equipment — a
spanner, hammer and stethoscope. But, as the
war developed, the BD Sections became better
equipped: from the simple Crabtree Discharger,
to drain the charge of the German No. 15 impact
fuze, through to BD discharger fluid, which
destroyed the fuze condensers of Nos. 25,38 and
50 fuses, through to the electro-magnet Clock-
Stopper and, later, the Stevens Stopper sugar
solution, for use on the No. 17 time-delay fuse.

Nonetheless,
equipment, some fuses were highly dangerous,

even with this specialist
designed especially to kill BD personnel: the
No. 50 was a highly sensitive anti-handling
fuze, which could detonate the bomb with even
just the force of a pencil tapped against it. The

Germans also sometimes added a hidden Zus

40 anti-withdrawal booby trap beneath fuzes,
again to kill BD officers. Later, in 1943, they
even introduced an extra sensitive mercury-tilt
device, called the Y fuze. That same year, the
Luftwaffe dropped thousands of small, deadly
SD2 anti-personnel ‘butterfly bombs’ along the
East Coast: BD squads had to search and clear
miles of town and countryside. Later, they also
had to deal with unexploded V-weapons.

BD personnel underwent some of the most
stressful experiences on the Home Front. By
the war’s end, they had defused around 40,000
unexploded bombs in Britain: around 750 BD lost
their lives in the process. Even now, seventy-five
years after the war’s end, unexploded ordnance
from the conflict is still being discovered and
cleared by today’s bomb disposers — the lethal
legacy of the Blitz on Britain.

This large red enamel sign was placed by an
RE BD squad in the vicinity of the UXB to
keep the public away from the danger zone if the
bomb exploded. Placing and removing this sign
would be the first and last task the BD squad did
at the scene of the UXB - if they survived the
defusing process.

Working against time, Royal Engineers
dig out an unexploded German 1,000kg
homb, half of which is still embedded
atadepth of more than twenty feet,

in the grounds of the German Hospital,
Dalston, September 1940. All patients
had been evacuated and there were
no casualties. (Historic Military Press)




L % 4 I t just 13in long, compared to far bigger
e A German high-explosive bombs, surely
this incendiary bomb (IB) has got to
be one of the feeblest-looking weapons in the
Luftwaffe’s arsenal? Wrong. It was actually one
of the most devastating: a post-Blitz survey by
the British Air Ministry revealed that for each
ton of HE bombs dropped, roughly 1% acres was
destroyed, whereas for each ton of incendiary
bombs dropped, at least 3% acres was destroyed.
Its potency was also underestimated by the
- authorities. The main pre-war ARP concern was
~ against poison gas, followed closely by the threat
* of HE bombing, meaning there was less focus
on attack by fire bombs (indeed, the Auxiliary
Fire Service was only formed the year before the
outbreak of war).

"The basic and most common type of German
incendiary bomb was the 1lkg B1E Elektron
weapon. The Germans had invented it the end of
the First World War, but never had the chance
to use it — they more than made up for it in the
next conflict.

With an inflammable magnesium body and
f ~ thermite powder filling, the bomb detonated on
ﬁ impact, throwing out molten metal, igniting its

~ surroundings. It burned at 4,500° Fahrenheit,
::F‘ ~ sufficient to melt steel. If unchecked, despite
- their small size, incendiaries could destroy vast
U amounts of property.

In the 1940-41 Blitz, IBs were mainly
eleased in clusters of thirty-six from ‘Molotov
read Basket containers, the idea being to
"\ “' /amp a target, making it harder for firefighters

“to tackl iﬁ‘ the bombs dropped. As the war
qontauner sizes grew, meaning by

P

R

} £ N I‘ AB 1000 2 container

Special pathfinder bomber units, such as KGr ; i
100, a Beleuchtergruppe (Firelighter Group),
would be the first over a city, dropping IBs and
parachute flares to mark the target area fo ' the
later HE bomber waves. It was highly eEec i
and would take another two years before R “1
Bomber Command developed and useci_ hese

tactics themselves.

This concentrated ﬁre—bombi_ng i '}r'. :
the reason why Britain’s city centres h
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impossible to save. However, if tackled early
enough, individual IBs could be extinguished by
householders. As a deterrent, in late 1940, the
Germans fitted a small explosive charge in the
rear of 10 per cent of IBs. From summer 1942,
a larger type, the 20in 2.2kg B2-2E-Z IBEN
(IB Explosive Nose), proved lethal against
firefighters. Similarly, in 1944, the Luftwaffe
deployed the 2kg B2 EZ IBSEN (IB Separating
Explosive Nose), the explosive section was blown
off and detonated after seven minutes, again, to
catch firefighting parties.

In total, there were about seven different
variants of IB used against Britain, even captured
French stocks. The Luftwaffe also employed

other fire weapons, including the larger Flam

C250/500 oil bomb, which, fortunately, often
failed to ignite. During the 1942 Baedeker Raids,
the Luftwaffe introduced the Brand C50/250
phosphorous firebombs and Spreng-Brand C50
Firepot explosive IB. They were more potent
than the oil bombs of the Blitz, but thankfully,
both were comparatively rarely used.

This inert example of the Luftwaffe B1E
incendiary bomb has markings on it indicating
it was made in 1941. A good proportion of IBs
failed to ignite, as they had a very rudimentary
impact pin fuse. Sometimes, the canister they
were dropped in also failed to open mid-air and
just spilt their IB loads on landing, which were
simply collected the morning after the raid by
the ARP — or souvenir-hungry schoolboys!

Firemen playing their hoses on dying embers in buildings along Queen Victoria Street after the last and heaviest major raid mounted by the
Luftwaffe against the British capital during the Blitz. For six hours on the night of 10-11 May 1941, German aircraft dropped over 1,000 tons of
hombs on London, claiming 1,486 lives, destroying 11,000 houses and damaging many important historical buildings. (Historic Military Press)
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 ritains fire brigades were not prepared
for the onslaught of nightly air raids.
Not only did many towns have just
one fire station, but their crew and equipment
provision was based on tackling occasional,
- individual domestic and industrial incidents, not
~ widespread firebombing.

But government was slow to act. As early as
1932, they had known the 1,668 local brigades
~ were insufficient for the task, yet it was not until
~ July 1938 that the Fire Brigades Act reorganised
- Britain’s fire cover, bolstering existing local
- brigades with the addition of a new Auxiliary
- Fire Service (AFS) of part-time amateur firemen.

The core of regular firemen at a main fire
station were supported by AFS crews at six
new sub-stations, often located in evacuated

-
?‘, schools or garages. Initially, many of the AFS

A firemen only had civilian cars, or, as in London,
~ requisitioned taxis, to tow wheeled fire pumps.
;i:[ However, supplies of Fordson, Bedford and

© Austin fire engines (appliances), with onboard
el fire pumps, plus Merryweather turntable ladder
© appliances, became available in time to face the

- Blitz.

but just five months before war the figure stood
at just 159,360. By December 1939, however, it
was only 20,000 short. AFS firefighters ca_J'g_
from all backgrounds. Artists and writers seem
to have been attracted to the service, too. During -
the Phoney War, because there was no bombing,
AFS firefighters were ridiculed as the ‘darts club®
or even draft dodgers. All this was to change
within six months, when they went from ‘zeroes 2
to heroes’.

Though they may have started as amateur
firefighters, the AFS had a sharp Iearning n-
curve. During summer 1940, the Luftwaffe
targeted oil farms, such as at Thameshaven or in - ;i
Pembrokeshire. Then, when the London Blitz
started on 7 September 1940, large areas of
warehousing, neighbouring domestic property

even dockside shipping, became blazing infernos. 5

Tackling fires caused by the nightly raids
required great physical and mental strength.
Matters were not helped when hoses ran ai’y
after water pipes were ruptured by qub;r_g v
Sometimes, if a fire took hold, firemen faced .a;‘i, .

impossible task to extinguish a blazing
building. Instead, they hosed property
opposite to stop the fire éi)readin
which was possible in many na ‘:I’ 1.
old city streets. Indeed, wheﬂ; blaze
did coalesce and were fannc(i By :
an uncontrollable fires ‘
could engulf a whole street, ignitir
property, fire appliances — and firem
Oncc the «a‘ﬂwclear sounded,

ﬁremens Job was nc;t necessa

; Darrglp
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wind,
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bombers the following night, took hours and even
days. Then, the heavy, soaked, long lengths of hose
would have to be rolled up by the tired, wet and
ash-covered firefighters, then cleaned once back
at the fire station. They would grab a few hours’
sleep — and then it would all start again.

London Fire Brigade’s finest hour came on the
night of 29 December 1940, when the Luftwaffe
launched a huge 600-bomber attack on the City,
targeting Britain’s business and finance centre,
starting what has become known as the Second
Great Fire of London. Using incendiaries, the
bombers ignited 1,500 fires, destroying vast areas
of the City, including eight Sir Christopher
Wren churches — but the firemen stopped the
fires reaching Wren’s greatest creation, St Paul’s
Cathedral.

During the war, 793 firemen and twenty-five
firewomen lost their lives, with another 7,000

seriously injured. Appropriately, the Firefighters

Memorial, unveiled by the late Queen Mother
in 1991, stands opposite St Pauls, in Carter Lane
Gardens.

Nonetheless, Britain’s Blitz firefighters are still
largely forgotten heroes. They drove out during
the height of the raids to the epicentre of the
attack. Exposed in the street or up high ladders,
the only weapon they had in the face of the
enemy were fire hoses, such as this genuine Blitz
example. Made of heavy canvas, stencilled with
the most recent maintenance date of September
1944, it also has a branch (nozzle) dated May
1939. Branches were made of brass, to stop sparks
igniting domestic gas leaks. The lugs either side
operate the quick release/instantaneous Morris
coupling attachment to the hose. Such was the
pressure behind the jet of water created by the
pump, two firefighters usually had to direct the
branch at the fire. How much property and lives
they saved is incalculable.

Firemen spray water on damaged buildings, near London Bridge in the City of London, on 9 September 1940. (Historic Military Press)
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Stlrrup Pump, Autumn 1940
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1e stirrup pump: it doesn’t look the

~ greatest of war-winning weapons,

¥ L but don't be fooled by its humble

- appearance — this simple hand pump helped

- save man,y British homes and one of the nation’s
 finest buildings.

o : f_ ,-' - A pump in this form can be traced back to

I'Iji ‘ "J the middle of the nineteenth century, maybe

e.n earher, when Mr J. Jones, an iron merchant
of Southwark,
- London, advertised the patented Hydropult, ‘an

~ and horticultural engineer,

- invention for throwing water by hand power,
) ';rr-)  The Gardeners’ Chronicle and Agricultural
 Gazette of 1863, for washing, watering plants
and extinguishing fires’. However, it would be in
~the next century that such a pump would see its
%! '. greatest service.
i!_ Although potentially devastating, if tackled
"  early enough, incendiary bombs did not need the
'- ~ fire brigade to extinguish them — civilians, with a
! 11tt1e basic tramlng, could do the job. As a result,
from the war’s start, 86,000 stirrup pumps were
l*‘ |' distributed to local authorities and civilians were
.a'| ~ trained in their use via firefighting lectures.
e Although the pump could be operated by
;o,n? person, ARP instructions recommended a
ﬁgﬁghung team of three: one person pumping
d‘water a second lying prone on the ground
,i the hose at the fire and a third supplying
o) th' urnpl bucket with water.
il :I checked, incendiary bombs could burn
o 4.,'- fif eeinf r}nrylg’ces however, a spray of
the stirrup pump encouxaged the
m '{un body to smoulder away.

cam could pump 15 gallons

i IJ;,- .1ttqbkup.t06$al‘o.ns1;o

sing the pump

_ ‘r o __'.

not recommended, as it mmplf made the 1[ olte

metal erupt, encouraging the fire to sp

Instead, the jet was used to extinguist -; ited
S

surrounding furniture. ¥ )

There were other ‘weapons’in the ﬁre v%ihg bl

-
T

armoury too, including sandbags, used t
the bomb; incendiary pincers, a set of grabs on a

‘long pole to physically move the incendiary away -

r

from harm; Redhill equipment, which involved

using a hoe to guide a burning incendiary into "1.'-

a scoop and then deposit it in a sand container"}"_"
for removal outside; chemical fire extinguishers,
such as the Firex glass grenade, (although when

its contents mixed with burning magnesium, it ;t

could give off noxious fumes), plus a series of

¢

1!

& -
|
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protective eye goggles and fire shields — although
a dustbin lid was often handiest!

With the Fire Watchers Order of September
1940, civilians were required to take turns
guarding business premises against incendiary
attack and it was one such fire watchers’ party
that saved London’s greatest building — with the
help of the stirrup pump.

On 29 December 1940, during the Second
Great Fire of London, the Luftwaffe dropped
100,000 incendiary bombs on the City -
twenty-eight of these struck the domed roof of
St Paul's Cathedral. Together with the London
Fire Brigade outside, the 200 members of the

St Paul's Watch fire parties used stirrup pumps
high up inside the dome and on the roof, where
fire hoses could not reach, to tackle the sparking
incendiaries — and saved one of the nation’s
most important buildings. Though almost every
building around St Paul’s burned to the ground,
the cathedral survived and became a national
symbol of defiance against Hitler and the
Luftwaffe during the Blitz.

By the war’s end, some 3.8 million stirrup
pumps had been produced. Amazingly, many are
still in service with the fire brigade today and
carried on fire appliances, as they are particularly
effective against chimney fires!

A stirrup pump team in action. In this case, these individuals are part of a US Marines fire-fighting squad drilling on the roof of their London
Headquarters in 1942. (Historic Military Press)




g | ire, was truly a‘gre‘c\t example
of English medieval architecture. In the
. th century, it was an important centre of
h 1 ade. Narrow streets of timber-framed
11ned, the city centre, interspersed
e modern fine Georgian and Victorian
es. But that did not mean the city was
romsm, frozen in time. It had also
d n.mternatlonally renowned motor
- that brought the city employment and
y. Ironically, it was this asset that would

o the city destruction.
Yo

MOoni

Jinto the night Blitz, realising
Ehb'pl{ size of London’s 200 square mile

] iga target for his medium bomber
‘ \1 ht ok manageably sized

- the provinces. 'Uhdeg Ope

1

Sonata, Coventry would be the fir
to experlence concentra,téd ‘heavb{ &
At 7.20 pm, thirteen Luftwa
aircraft, using electronic beam navig;:
“force of around 440 bombers to the ci
where they dropped 394 tons of I
plus fifty parachute mines and 36 000
They caused over 200 fires, deve]pp .
firestorm that overwhelmed the firefig
raid reached its peak around mldmg&
the telephone network, disrupting ﬁri
services. '
When the all-clear sounded at 6
Coventry city centre was unrecog
smoking, rubble-strewn wasteland C'
that objects, photos, words or nev
really convey are the smells after a
smoke, damp plaster br16k dust,
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sewers and burning timber — nor the devastating
feeling of losing everything: your home,
possessions — or loved ones.

Over twenty factories were seriously damaged
and around three-quarters of the city’s industrial
works suffered some damage. Industrial output
was disrupted for months. There was a 20 per
cent dip in aircraft production. Domestically,
over 4,330 homes were destroyed or damaged
and around 568 people were killed in the raid,
with another 863 badly injured and 393 with
minor injuries.

Ghoulishly, the Germans boasted that their
Luftwaffe had created a new word ‘Coventrierer’,
to ‘Coventrate’ or devastate by heavy bombing.
Rather than censor or try to downplay the
effectiveness of the Luftwaffe’s operation,
British and American newsreels openly referred
to the raid as ‘Coventry’s sacrifice’, making
counter-propaganda of Nazi barbarity, and in
turn fuelling civilian calls for retaliatory raids on
Germany.

The stand-out symbol that came to represent
the devastation of Coventry, indeed, eventually,
all bombing, was the ruins of St Michael’s
Cathedral. At 8 pm, IBs struck the cathedral,
but its brave fire watchers managed to extinguish
them. However, as the raid developed, the fire
parties were overcome and forced to withdraw,
leaving this impressive fourteenth-century
building to burn.

Such was the devastating nature of the raid,
few of Coventry’s historic buildings could be
saved. However, under the post-war Gibson Plan,
Coventry would rise again, with a modernist
heart, albeit not to everyone’s taste. A new, large
pedestrianised shopping precinct, the first in
Europe, and in 1962, a new cathedral, designed
by Sir Basil Spence (1907-76), alongside its
ruinous predecessor, left as a monument, became
the city’s centrepieces.
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Coventry Cathedral was a fourteenth-
century medieval masterpiece that any city
would be proud to call their own. It contained
extraordinary architectural detail. Fortunately,
its medieval stained glass by master glass painter
John Thornton was removed as an air raid
precaution in 1939, however, other stained glass,
of several periods up to Victorian, was left in situ
— only to be blasted out on to the surrounding
streets by the bombing. These poignant objects
were found in a wartime Raphael Tuck & Sons
[see Object 68] Christmas Auto Stationery Box,
with a simple, hand-written note accompanying
them: ‘A pane of glass taken from the ruins of
Coventry Cathedral after it had been bombed by
German aeroplanes on the night of November
14th 1940.” No more words are needed.

Inside the ruined nave of Coventry Cathedral, looking west to the
tower, after the Luftwaffe hombed it in Operation Moonlight Sonata,
on the night of 14-15 November 1940. Note the homb-blasted
windows. (Public Domain)
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4%: War=Damaged Blitz Painting,

1941

t seems strange that amidst all the death
Iand destruction of the Second World War,

Britain saw a huge creative renaissance
among both professional and amateur artists,
who drew inspiration from the powerful sights
and experiences they saw. In turn, this free
expression, through art, music and writing,
provided entertainment and escapism for the
public, boosting morale.

In Germany, since 1933, the Nazis had
been censoring and destroying anything they
considered ‘degenerate art’, whether it was for
racial reasons, such as jazz music, because of its
association with black performers, or modernist
art, which, in 1934, Hitler declared there was no
place for in the Reich. Piles of books by Jewish
authors were also publicly burned, as were
paintings by Salvador Dali (1904-89) and Pablo
Picasso (1881-1973),among others. In their place,
the Nazis preferred stereotypical Aryan imagery,

of classically inspired strongman sculptures and
stern paintings by approved artists.

'That said, Britain, too, made use of artists for
propaganda, though for the opposite reason:
to publicise free expression and the value
of democracy. From the war’s start, British
artists realised their work now took on a new
significance and that their skills could be used to
contribute towards the war effort.

In 1939, the Director of the National Gallery,
Sir Kenneth Clarke (1903-83), suggested
the formation of the War Artists Advisory
Committee, under the auspices of the Ministry
of Information. Selected artists were chosen by
the committee as official war artists and they
travelled the nation painting war-related scenes
on the Home Front, in their own inimitable
styles.

Stanley Spencer (1891-1959) painted vivid
scenes of Scottish shipbuilders in the Glasgow




43: WAR-DAMAGED BLITZ PAINTING, 1941

docks. Dame Laura Knight (1877-1970) painted
lifelike works of women serving, from the barrage
balloon site to the industrial lathe. Paul Nash
(1889-1946), a war artist in both world wars,
just like his brother, John Nash (1893-1977),
produced powerful surrealist works, such as Zozes
Meer (Dead Sea), showing wrecked Luftwafte
aircraft or a swirling, troubled sky in 7he Battle
of Britain. Some artists even died for their art:
Eric Ravilious (1903-42), a modernist artist who
painted dream-like naval scenes, was lost when
the search aircraft he was in failed to return.
'This is just a few of the well-known names who
served as war artists, though not all were famous.
By the war’s end, over 400 war artists had created
5,570 works of art.

Many of these works were exhibited at
London’s more famous galleries. However, the
Council for the Encouragement of Music and
Arts (CEMA) also toured Britain with travelling
art exhibitions. This, in turn, encouraged the
public to turn to the arts. As a medium, painting
particularly seems to have attracted firemen and
civil defence workers, probably partly as a means
of commentary and self-therapy.

Incidentally, Britain's existing art treasures

were moved out of the way of Hitler’s bombers.

The day before war was declared, six special
freight trains, escorted by armed guards, moved
artworks from London’s National Gallery
to limestone quarries at Bradford-on-Avon,
Wiltshire. From 1941, Van Dyck paintings and
Matisse drawings were stored in bomb-proof,
air-conditioned tunnels in a disused slate mine
at Manod Quarry, North Wales. Although
this left the galleries largely empty, it proved
fortuitous: both the British Library and the
National Gallery were damaged by bombs.

This dark, dramatic art work, entitled 7he
Destruction of the City — 29/12/40 was painted in
1941 by north London artist William J. Tucker.
The 20in by 13in oil painting shows St Paul’s
Cathedral, centre left, bordered by a London
skyline aflame, with searchlights, anti-aircraft
bursts and fire reflected on a night sky. In the
foreground, three firemen stand by a fire pump,
almost enveloped in flames. One can’t help but feel
Tucker probably painted this image from his own
first-hand experiences in the Blitz. Interestingly,
there are four taped repairs in the canvas, with
a label to the rear stating: ‘N.B. The damage to
this picture was inflicted by a flying-bomb which
destroyed my home on 1/7/1944 — W. J. Tucker,
2 Berriman Rd, Holloway, London N7

Aniconic view of St Paul’s Cathedral
during the Blitz. (NARA)
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44: CIVILIAN FIREFIGHTER'S HELMET, JANUARY 1941

Originally, the Fire Guard organisation was
taken under the auspices of the Wardens service.
However, from 1943, it made more sense to
have closer links with the NFS, Fire Guards
essentially becoming their scouts.

Fire watching was tedious and, after a long
day’s work, a tiring nocturnal duty. Most of the
time, fortunately, nothing happened and the
biggest enemy firewatchers faced was boredom.
However, where firewatchers carried out their
designated duty, they were largely successful,
stopping incendiary bombs causing greater fires.
Not only that, firewatchers saved millions of
pounds worth of vital war materials by spotting
and fighting industrial fires.

By the time of the Fire Guard’s stand down in
September 1944, it was the biggest branch of the
Civil Defence services, with a strength of around
six million. But this service to the nation came at
a cost: over 1,750 Fire Guards died during the
course of their duties.

Aside from an identifying armlet, the only
other ‘uniform’ Fire Guards were issued with
was a helmet, officially called the Civilian
Protective Helmet, but which has become
known as a Zuckerman after one of its inventors.
The helmet was designed in 1940 by scientists
Solly Zuckerman (1904-93) and Derman
Christopherson (1915-2000), with Australian
neurosurgeon Hugh Cairns (1896-1952). Their
design tried to improve on the Mark II military
helmet [see Object 34].

Produced by a number of companies, including
the Austin and Morris Motor companies, it was
made of mild manganese steel. Despite a rather
odd and unmilitary appearance, the higher dome
allowed a greater space between the metal shell
and the wearer’s head, allowing greater impact
protection. It also had a slightly broader metal
brim, offering improved cover from falling
debris. Sometimes mistakenly called a ‘women’s
helmet’, because it was issued to several of the
female Home Front services, it was actually
worn by many of the ancillary organisations.
It is mostly seen with the pre-September 1941
stencilled titling ‘SFP’ (Supplementary or Street
Fire Party) or the latter FG’ (Fire Guard).

This rare example is painted white with
a black rank band, indicating a Street Party
Leader, in charge of a 150-yard street and
twenty to thirty Fire Guards. The owner has
added a yellow-tinted hinged Perspex visor on
aluminium brackets, perhaps suggesting they
worked in an aircraft factory where they had
access to these materials. Instead of the standard
simple liner, which had no chinstrap, it has been
upgraded with a liner from a Mark II helmet.
Close examination shows the white paint has
been dulled with soot, perhaps indicating it saw
service during air raids.
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45: Picture Post lMagazine, February 1941

ewspapers are mainly words. But,
without television and  decades
before the internet, one magazine

above all others championed and perfected the
‘picture story’, focusing mainly on high-quality
photographs to explain the news as much as the
words that accompanied it. Picfure Post magazine
not only led the way in ground-breaking
photography and journalism, it also advanced
various social causes in Britain and around the
world, reflecting on the struggle for democracy
and freedom.

Picture Post was first published on 1 October
1938. However, the idea behind this weekly was
not particularly new. The popular American
magazine Life, to which it has been compared,
had been launched two years’ previously.
Indeed, Picture Posts first editor, Hungarian-
born filmmaker Stefan Lorant (1901-97) had
previously edited Weekly Illustrated and founded
Lilliput, both 1930s photo magazines. But
Picture Post had been an immediate success,
selling 1.7 million copies a week after only two
months.

With the coming of war, Lorant failed to gain
British citizenship. Fearing his fate in a Nazi
invasion, (he had opposed Hitler and had been
imprisoned in Germany in 1933), Lorant moved
to the US in July 1940. The magazine’s second
and most successful editor was Tom Hopkinson
(1905-90). Although Picture Post was officially
politically neutral, Hopkinson and his staff’s
own left-wing views sometimes crept into the
magazine’s editorial, much to the annoyance of
the magazine’s publisher, Sir Edward Hulton,

a Conservative. Nonetheless, to his credit,

- Hulton, seeing the magazine’s success, allowed
~ Hopkinson to continue in his own style.

s FIRE. FIGHTERS 3
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Hopkinson headed a successful and creative
editorial team, all driven and at the top of their
game. Picture Post’s art editor was artist Edgar
Ainsworth (1905-75), who, as well as producing
impressive work for the magazine himself,
commissioned others, such as multi-talented
artist and writer Mervyn Peake (1911-68)
who drew the suffering of prisoners at Belsen
concentration camp. Regular writers also
included J. B. Priestley, George Bernard Shaw
(1856-1950) and Dorothy Parker (1893-1967).

Photographers included Kurt Hutton (1893-

1960), Felix H. Man (1893-1985) and Francis
Reiss (1927-2017).

Picture Post was a forward-thinking, progressive ¥




45: PICTURE POST MAGAZINE, FEBRUARY 1941

from assured, Picture Post published a special
issue entitled 4 Plan for Britain. Distinguished
contributors wrote on their proposals for a
better society, including minimum wages, full
employment, child allowances, a national health
service, land usage and education reform. Its
editorial stated: ‘Our plan for a new Britain is
not something outside the war, or something
after the war. It is an essential part of our war
aim. It is, indeed, our most positive war aim. The
new Britain is the country we are fighting for.
Essentially their plan was a blueprint for what
was later the Welfare State. It kindled discussions
about the nation and the quality of life of future
generations, inspiring William Beveridge’s 1942
report [see Object 70].

The Second World War was also Picture Post’s
finest hour: it was estimated that over 80 per
cent of the population had read the magazine
at some point and sales peaked with nearly two
million copies sold in December 1943 alone, a
figure that would make magazine owners and
TV producers sit up today.

But this was not to last into peacetime. After
a disagreement over coverage of the Korean War,
Hulton fired Hopkinson in 1950. By June 1952,
circulation had fallen to half its wartime sales.
Television was the final nail in Picture Posts
cofhin: despite numerous new editors and even
the introduction of colour and 3D photographs,
the magazine could not compete with the draw
of the goggle-box. Picture Posfs final issue was
published on 1 June 1957, when its circulation
was less than 600,000 copies a week (a figure,
nonetheless, many magazine editors could only

dream of today).

We are now used to and almost take for
granted the fact that we can see scenes in any
part of the world in an instant, often live, on
television or the internet. But for the wartime
generation, the world around them was still
largely an unknown quantity. Through its
dramatic photography, Picture Post brought
reality home to readers, from the comfort of
their armchair. Colour photography may give
us the full spectrum of what the eye sees, but
Picture Post managed to achieve as powerful a
medium with just two colours — black and white.
This issue, Volume 10, No. 5, of 1 February
1941 is a great example. For the main feature,
their photographer followed the London Fire
Brigade over the course of a night Blitz, from
the control room to the incident, capturing the
drama of silhouetted firemen battling fires, all
in striking monochrome. For his troubles, the
photographer lost a £50 [£2,300] camera, a
tripod, his trousers, and received a burned leg.
For this extraordinary effort, the magazine broke
its own rule of anonymity and published his
name: Bert Hardy (1913-95). Self-taught from a
humble background, Hardy became Piczure Post's
chief photographer, later, from 1942, serving as
an official war photographer for the Army Film
and Photographic Unit, covering D-Day, the
liberation of Paris and the crossing of the Rhine.
He was one of the first photographers to enter
Belsen concentration camp. Note the painted-
on jet of water coming out of the firemen’s
hose on the posed cover: again, this was long
before computer-enhanced imagery was even
dreamt of.
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heavy air raid, if they hadn't already, all

Britain’s main industrial cities would receive

a punitive visit from the Luftwaffe. By 1941,
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~ the ports as part of the Battle of the Atlantic.

Populations who thought their distance from

- London meant they were relatively safe now felt
Hitler’s fire.
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46: LOCAL NEWSPAPER EMERGENCY EDITION, MARCH 1941

newspaper — but its production was something
of a victory over the Luftwaffe.

Two days’previously, the King and Queen [see
Object 47] had made a morale-boosting public
visit to Plymouth. Two hours after the royals left,
the Luftwaffe launched a devastating fire raid,
destroying much of the city centre.

Brazenly, the Luftwafte returned the following
night, further adding to the damage, destroying
St Andrew’s Church, the Guildhall and the
council offices. Only two buildings survived in
the city centre, the National Westminster Bank
and Leicester Harmsworth House, the office of
the Western Morning News, in Frankfort Street.
Although externally Georgian in design, it
had been built in 1938 with stronger, modern
construction methods.

Only when the raid was at its worst did
the newspaper staff move to resume work in
the basement shelter. They emerged to find

windows blasted and glass scattered over their

desks. One block of the building had been

destroyed, along with several tons of newsprint
and 30,000 images in the newspaper’s historic
photo library. Encircled by blazing buildings
and exploding bombs, firemen played water jets
on the newspaper office to stop it combusting.
Nonetheless, a four-page edition of the
newspaper was published from its blitzed office.
It would be some time before they could publish
the news that 336 citizens had died in the two-
night raid.

The attached typed memorandum, dated 25
September 1941, from 7The Times, reads: ‘Bune
has passed on to me the enclosed copy of the
Western Morning News, which was produced
when their building was blown sky high’
Well, it didn't quite come to that. The Western
Morning News continues publication to this day
and its former offices, Leicester Harmsworth
House, still stand, now converted into shops on
Plymouth’s New George Street, surrounded by
post-Blitz redevelopment.

Civilians and Civil Defence
personnel survey the scene
inone of Plymouth’s main
= thoroughfares after the
Luftwaffe attacks in the
so-called ‘Plymouth Blitz.
(Historic Military Press)
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f, a millennia before, his predecessor
IA’ethelred became known as ‘the Unready’,

then George VI, by his own words, should
be known to history as ‘the Unprepared’. His
older brother, Edward VIII (1894-1972),
should have been on the throne throughout the
Second World War, but his abdication to marry
American divorcee Wallis Simpson (1896—
1986), pushed George into monarchy in 1936.
‘Three years later, this quiet, reserved and anxious
man with a speech impediment also found
himself leading the nation into war.

On 3 September 1939, King George VI
(1895-1952) addressed the people of Britain
and across the Empire, warning of difficult times
ahead and urging his people to stand firm. As
well as monarch, the King was Admiral of the

'y

b
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Fleet, Army Field Marshal and Marshal of the
Vi Royal Air Force, although these latter high-

[

profile roles were more symbolic and ceremonial.

- His wife, Queen Elizabeth (1900-2002),
E_.r - stood by his side and publicly refused to leave
B London or send their children to Canada, as she
i {5 was advised to by Lord Hailsham, declaring:
[ ~ “The children won't go without me. I won't leave

the King. And the King will never leave.” So it
was to be.
~ King George VI and Elizabeth remained
~at Buckingham Palace throughout the war,
~ except at weekends, when they visited their
f “daughters, the Princesses Elizabeth (born 1926)
3 T Mra:garet (1930-2002), at Windsor Castle,
= hire. Essentially evacuated themselves, in
- October 1940, the two princesses broadcast a

o
11

I\- Hous ad1 0 p rogramme

le-boosting message to other evacuees on
RS 25 15525 ,

When the Blitz broke on London on 7
September 1940, the working-class East End
received the heaviest bombing, while the well-
off West End saw fewer attacks. The King
and Queen toured the East End after raids,
occasionally booed by disgruntled locals who
thought the smartly dressed royals had arrlved i

‘__
as sightseers. o Sl

i
ol s
»

However, at the same time, Buckingham
Palace received nine direct hits from thet ==
Luftwafte, with bombs landing in the grounds
on 10 September 1940. Three days later, more
serious damage was caused by two bombs h t
destroyed the Royal Chapel. The royal coug

l;" :
were in a small sitting room 80 yards fron
explos1ons Soon after, Qlcsn Elizabeth s
Fshe could now loog e East End in

wiEE p




47: THE KING IS STILL IN LONDON SONG SHEET, MARCH 1941

— a bit of an exaggeration, but the Luftwafte’s
actions boosted the royals’ public standing.

There were also special preparations to protect
the monarchy in the event of a German invasion.
The Coats Mission, under Major James Coats
MC, was a secret army unit created in 1940 of
129 Coldstream Guards to defend the Royal
Family and help evacuate them in armoured
cars, known as the Morris detachment, to
remote country houses, including Newby Hall,
North Yorkshire; Pitchford Hall, Shropshire
and Madresfield Court, Worcestershire. If the
invasion had reached the Midlands, the Royal
Family would have been evacuated via Liverpool
by ship to Canada.

In 1945, aged nineteen, Princess Elizabeth
joined the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS) as
a driver and mechanic, with the rank of second

subaltern, later promoted to Junior Commander.

Her future husband, Philip Mountbatten
(born 1921), later Prince Philip, the Duke of
Edinburgh, served the whole war in the Royal
Navy, seeing action in the Mediterranean and
Far East.

Meanwhile, King George VI, dressed in
military uniform, and Queen Elizabeth made
morale-boosting tours around Britain, visiting
cities, factories and inspecting troops. The King
also toured overseas, visiting Malta and North
Africa and, following D-Day, France and
Holland.

'This song sheet contains the words and music
for the bombastic popular tune, Tbe King is Still
in London, written by Roma Campbell Hunter
and Hugh Charles and featured by Billy Cotton
and His Band in March 1941. Like many tunes
of the time, it draws a fine line between song
and propaganda. Lyrics, stressing an egalitarian
theme, include: “The king is with
his people, cos that’s where he
wants to be. The King is still in
London ... and he would be in
London Town if London Bridge
was falling down ... Like Mister
Jones and Mister Brown the King
is still in London Town.”

King George VI, centre foreground, speaks to
residents whilst inspecting homb damage in
London’s East End, 10 September 1940. (Historic
Military Press)
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¥ou cannot see it, taste it or smell it,
but this next object was a war winner,
L vital to the maintenance of morale on
the Home Front — Blitz Spirit. Eighty years on,
it still exudes from the objects pictured in this
book, but back in 1940—41 it was more vital than
ever, for home-grown psychological defiance was
- a key weapon of war in the defence of Britain.
. Before the war, in 1938, a committee of
psychiatrists predicted there would be three
- times as many mental as physical casualties
~ from bombing, suggesting three to four million
~ psychiatric patients. Such statistics were
~ largely driven by the fear of the unknown. The
devastation of towns such as Guernica during
the Spanish Civil War proved the potency of the
Luftwaffe’s aerial might. Britain’s focus on ARP
preparations, while attempting to protect the
nation, only further ratcheted up this concern.
Future Prime Minister Harold Macmillan
(1894-1986) later recalled that many ‘thought
of air warfare in 1938 rather as people think of
nuclear war today’.
But, unlike the pre-war forecasts of the sky

P going black with bombers and whole cities

~ being levelled, when the Blitz started, while the
~ devastation caused was terrible, it was survivable

and postman, CXhlblth this newfound defian ‘ 5
The ordmary citizen also dlsplaycd Blitz élmut {4 &

strangers to their air raid shelter, opening doors
to evacuees, making that extra effort to get to
work when public transport was disrupted, R
working that extra shift for the war effort, and
sharing the last of their sugar ration.

Even shop owners displayed their defiance

of Hitler's wrath. Bomb-blasted department
stores on London’s Oxford Street carried witty
signs such as ‘More open than usual’, whilst a
windowless Soho barber noted ‘A close shave,
sir? Never mind the blasted windows, walk right
in. |
To be fair, Blitz Spirit was not really a new
phenomenon. Indeed, there had been the

‘Dunkirk Spirit’just months before the bombing

began. But it seems this form of national

1” for the vast majority of urban citizens. The

h f Luftwa.ffe was not as capable as had been feared.

K u In the words of the now-famous wartime poster,
‘ ;,people really did ‘Keep Calm and Carry On.

Whﬂst the nation may have been short of

qny mmod1t1es in 1940, it was not short of

rale-boosting Blitz Spirit. Further kindled

anda films such as the GPO Film

Lo 1: Can Tuake it! and Britain Can

* ) ,. - Britons ,fnom Prime Minister |
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48: BLITZ SPIRIT BULLDOG FIGURINE, 194041

bonhomie developed and flowered during the
Blitz, flourishing throughout the war years,
even finding depiction in art and music. The
famous 1942 series of artistic posters by artist
Frank Newbould (1887-1951) showed beautiful
stirring scenes of the British countryside with
the header Your Britain, fight for it now’. In
the end, it proved inexorable. The benevolence
of Blitz Spirit beat the bad faith and hate of
Nazism.

But, it seems strange that it took a world war
to bring out this spirit among Britons. Today,
when many people barely know their neighbours,
modern society has become less community-

minded and insular. Nonetheless, the ‘Spirit of
the Blitz is still sometimes referred to, when
knuckling down and facing adversity, such as
after a large flood or serious incident. The so-
called ‘British stiff upper lip’ may seem a comic
stereotype today, but for six long, desperate years,
it was a vital national asset.

'This unsigned ceramic British bulldog, ¢.1940,
is highly redolent of Blitz Spirit. Standing just
6in tall, sprayed gold on green, this plucky and
defiant canine sits sentry with a steel helmet
bearing the pugnacious wording ‘Hitler’s Terror’.
Its reminiscence of Churchill’s dogged character
adds to its appeal — both then and now.

Undaunted by a night of German air raids in which his store front was badly damaged, a shopkeeper opens up the morning after for ‘business as
usual’ in London. (Historic Military Press)




= ""gj' s has always been the case throughout
! human history, not everyone adhered
to the general ethos of the Blitz Spirit.

Those who had not cared for the sanctity of other
people’s homes, shops and property before the war,
did not suddenly change their ways in September

©1939. For the criminal minority, the war wasn't

misery for those who had lost their h
Even neighbours Iooted ne1ghbours !

given six-month prison sentences for lootm j
a shop. Fire watchers guarding War?}_lO{fSC‘S“
overnight were also light fingered with the goods

they were meant to be guarding: in fact, it could
be argued, some caused more financial damage
to the business they were entrusted with than =~

the Luftwaffe.
Looting from bombed properties didn’t just j

Lt about pulling together for the common good: on
’ ‘.._.,the contrary, they saw it as a great opportunity
P ~ for personal illicit rich pickings. Indeed, recorded
~ crime rose by 57 per cent, from 303,771 offences

~ in1939 to 478,000 in 1945.
- Theintroduction of the blackout brought new
5' ~ cover to burglars and robbers. Decades before
~ CCTV, the police, already stretched by reduced
numbers due to conscription, had a real uphill

‘I ~ task on their hands.

3 P‘ - Gangs, sometimes including army deserters,
, operated at night, making great profits from
smash-and-grab raids on furriers or robbing

occur in residential streets. One of the worst

examples of anti-Blitz Spirit occurred on 8
March 1941, when London’s famous Cafe ,‘-'.-.
de Paris, in Piccadilly, was hit by two bombs, 4"."_:
killing thirty-four, including bandleader Ken
‘Snakehips’ Johnson and members of his band

The nightclub was popular with officers and thei:

_ "
.
L
partners, and as the dust was still settlmg,lootcrs 14 ol

‘_= -

cutting off fingers to steal rings. 4o
The government was so concerned abd’ut =

looting that it introduced the death penalty :qrd o

life sentences as a deterrent, as this Yorkshire

ration book stores for trading on the black | moved in, picking over the dead and dying, even

market. Even shop owners were prosecuted

~ for either overcharging for goods or selling
b .underWeight produce to con the customer.

- There was also a rise in crime committed by

 the young, from vandalising air raid shelters to

~ roaming in gangs and assaulting or mugging

~individuals, plus petty theft. In April 1941,

'L}fﬁlbeth juvenile court dealt with forty-two

g 5 chﬂﬂren in just one day, including a seven-year-

]1d ﬂoy who had stolen five shillings [£14] from

aga meter in a bombed house. In total, juvenile

coﬁted for 48 per cent of all arrests

tz. Courts were empowered to

"WEST RIDING CONSTABULARY.

WARNING

LOOTING

Looting from Premises damaged by War

5 to borstal or a roved schools | Operations is punishable by DEATH or
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49: LOOTING WARNING POSTER, APRIL 1941

warning poster, which was posted on bomb-
damaged homes, makes clear. However, this
capital punishment was never carried out,
perhaps because it was near unenforceable as
looting was so widespread — there were 4,584
cases of looting by the end of the Blitz.

The courts, however, could still be severe.
Those who complain about light sentences today
probably have a point compared to wartime
justice. Not only were more criminals imprisoned,
but they could also be given additional ‘hard
labour’, such as rock-breaking in a quarry or
digging drains.

Even more heinous crimes also flourished. In
April 1941, Harry Dodkin murdered his wife
and buried her under the rubble of London’s
bombed Vauxhall Baptist Chapel, hoping she
would be discovered and quickly buried as an
air raid victim. Her body was discovered a year
later, but a pathologist recognised her injuries

were due to strangulation. Dobkin met his end at

Wandsworth Prison in January 1943. Similarly,
twenty-eight-year-old RAF serviceman Gordon
Frederick Cummins, a sexual deviant known
as the Blackout Ripper, was convicted of the
murder of at least four women in London over a
six-day period in February 1942. He accidentally
dropped his numbered service gas mask, which
led detectives to him - he was hanged at
Wandsworth Prison four months later.

So, why is wartime crime so rarely known
today and does it make the Blitz Spirit a myth?
Inevitably, British war propaganda trumpeted
good news over bad. The vast majority of Britons,
then as now, were law-abiding and so, on the
whole, the phenomenon of Blitz Spirit stands.
However, this rare surviving post-raid poster,
issued by West Riding Constabulary, reminds
us of the less palatable and criminal side of
British society that existed on the Home Front
throughout the war.

Police Officers assist in
evacuating residents
after an unexploded
homb was located near
University College
Hospital, London, in
1941. (NARA)




th meagre anti-aircraft defences,

it may seem that the British were
_,,{“fn’l'éti:y"powerless in the face of the
night Blitz. Although, in 1940-41,
Luftwaffe largely had free range over Britain
'&ﬁld bomb wherever they wanted, it did

- not | eaﬁ ‘bombing operations always went their
Wa y. Many Luftwaffe aircraft and aircrew

eve ,,fpade it back to their airfields in occupied

"""between 20 June 1940, when

air oper ations  over

_'ft?'cd.rded the loss of 2,265 aircraft
ta@;“vvlth at least 3,363 aircrew killed
‘.Wounded plus 2,641 missing.

Some of those missing disap _
aircraft into the seas around Britain,

seen again. This was due to several reaso
being shot down by an RAF night figh

damaged by anti-aircraft fire over Britair

‘aircraft failing over the sea, to even running o

of fuel and navigational errors. Only the aircrev
ever knew how their flight ended. o
Other Luftwaffe aircrew managed to bail

of their doomed aircraft by parachute and

on British soil. However, due to Br;té—i y :'! |

o

&

‘moat’, there was next to no chance of es aping

back to the Continent. Luftwaffe parach '
usually landed lost, shocked and often i

they had heard rumours that Britons ro
lynched captured aircrew. More often than
the standard reception they received i s a.¢

"




50: LUFTWAFFEAIRMAN'S PARACHUTE HARNESS RELEASE DEVICE, SPRING 1941

of tea and chair in a farmhouse kitchen, while
they waited for the local policeman to arrive. It
was rare for Luftwaffe aircrew to try and evade
capture: the longest attempt seems to have been
by bomber crewman Feldwebel Josef Markl
in July 1940, who stayed on the run, hiding in
the countryside around Newbury, Berkshire,
for eight days, until he surrendered, tired and
hungry.

After surrendering, Luftwaffe aircrew were
not sent straight to a prisoner of war camp.
They would be escorted by British soldiers, or
military police, sometimes to a local barracks for
temporary holding, before being sent to a ‘cage’,
where they would be interrogated by the Prisoner
of War Interrogation Section (PWIS), under the
command of Lieutenant Colonel A. P. Scotland
(1882-1965). 'The main interrogation centre
was the ‘London Cage’, at 8 Kensington Palace
Gardens, a smart former stately home. The levels
of duress employed during interrogation have
been contested since the war. Luftwaffe aircrew
were also sent to Trent Park, another mansion,
just north of London at Cockfosters, under
Squadron Leader Denys Felkin, head of the
RAF’s Air Intelligence 1(k) section, responsible
for the interrogation of Luftwaffe prisoners.
Asides from questioning, more subtle techniques
were used here, including hidden microphones
and stool pigeons. It was only after this process
that aircrew would be sent to a PoW camp [see
Object 88].

Similarly, crashed Luftwafte aircraft were not
just immediately cleared away. Firstly, they were
guarded until the RAF’s Air Intelligence 1(g)
section could arrive and pick over the wreckage,
to find any new technology or documents and
maps that had survived. Only then would an

RAF Maintenance Unit remove the wreckage
to their local base, essentially a giant scrapyard.
From there, it would be sent to a smelting plant
to be made into aluminium ingots, which would
be used for making RAF aircraft —to shoot down
more Luftwafte aircraft: recycling, RAF-style!

It may seem surprising, but Luftwafte airmen
killed in battle were buried with full military
honours, including a cortege with RAF bearers,
often with a swastika flag draped over the
coffins and a volley of shots by RAF riflemen.
Usually buried at a cemetery local to the crash,
from 1967, most were reinterred at the new
German military cemetery, at Cannock Chase,
Staffordshire.

This is a quick-release device from a
Luftwaffe Model 30 parachute harness. The
device was actually invented by two Englishmen,
with the patent assigned to the Irvin Air Chute
Company, an American company, with a factory
at Letchworth, Hertfordshire. The company had
sold several of these mechanisms to Germany
in 1937, who found them to be a better design
than their own, so copied them instead. The
device held together four parachute harness
buckles. When the wearer wanted to release the
harness on landing, he rotated the front metal
disc 90 degrees and depressed it with a sharp
blow: (the German wording reads: “To release
harness: turn then press!’). The word on the side
means ‘unlocked’. Apparently, it belonged to a
member of a Luftwaffe bomber crew who was
shot down over Weston-super-Mare, Somerset,
in early 1941. He was relieved of the device by a
Home Guard who captured him on landing and
decided to keep it as a souvenir — a war trophy of
the victor over the vanquished!
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hroughout early 1941, with the | 1,436 Londoners were kllleci‘aﬂd‘a'fu
,;Luftwaﬁ;e’s wider focus across Britain, | injured. Morale was badly affected. +*
~ there were fewer raids on London than But the most famous badly damaged 12 7?
th féﬂbu's year. However, the Luftwaffe were | was Britain’s historic cradle of democ:
BRI (o ot the capital know it had not | House of Commons Chamber, whic
Ny bee forgotten. On the night of Saturday, 10 | destroyed. It was the third major destn
-J;. 7 1941, there was a full ‘bomber’s moon™ just | fire in its long history. Located in the Palaeﬁ
VP gr‘_fl pm, the siren sounded — it would be a | Westminster, the neo-Gothic masterpiece wa 3
~ night that went down in London’s history. designed by famous English architects Charles
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r‘; as mains were fractured and burned through | September 1940, severely damaging the south
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4 l’,{in 1 blocked or cratered and all

ainline railway stations, bar

-

re disrupted for several
Many famous London

S
s were h1t 1nclud1ng_
in f cerlify thal thia Stone waa
gharr! Palace, the Tower 1 Gerohycerlify that 4 :

part af the alruclure of the Howses

[. On’ WCStm Stﬁ Abbey Purliameily damaged by enemy atf raig

L.e '»:l- rts. Cha I'Ed s an soth My, 194t

13th May; 2




si: HOUSE OF COMMONS RUBBLE SOUVENIR PAPERWEIGHT, MAY 1941

However, the worst damage occurred on
the night of 10-11 May 1941, when the Palace
was hit by bombs at least twelve times, killing
three officials, two policemen and the Resident
Superintendent of the House of Lords, Edward
Elliott. An incendiary bomb hit the chamber of
the House of Commons and set it on fire, while
another set the roof of Westminster Hall alight.
'The firefighters could not save both, and a decision
was taken to try to rescue the latter. This attempt
was successful — but the abandoned Commons
Chamber was destroyed, so too was the Members’
Lobby. A bomb also struck the Lords Chamber,
penetrating the floor, fortunately, without
exploding. The famous Clock Tower was also
hit by a small bomb or anti-aircraft shell, badly
damaging the roof and blasting out all the glass
on the south dial face, though the Great Clock
continued to keep time. On visiting the smoking,
rubble-strewn House of Commons Chamber the
next morning, Churchill was seen to weep, one of
the few times in the war.

Elsewhere that night, in a bizarre twist,
another unwelcome visitor, Deputy Fihrer
Rudolf Hess (1894-1987) flew to Scotland and
landed by parachute in Renfrewshire, ostensibly
on a secret peace mission, resulting only in his
captivity. But this was to be the last raid of
the London Blitz. The Luftwaffe had dropped
30,000 tons of bombs during their campaign,
killing 41,000 Britons and injuring 139,000
more. They had disrupted production and
affected morale, even hampering Britain's war
effort, but it had not caused Britain to sue for
peace. Unbeknown to most Britons, this final
Blitz raid had also been cover for a major change
in direction of the war: just over a month later,
on 22 June 1941, Germany would aim eastwards
and invade its ally Russia.

Creating a positive out of a negative, London
Stonecraft Ltd, of West Green Road, N15,

resculpted the sandy-coloured Anston limestone
rubble from the Houses of Parliament into
several objects, from garden bird baths to letter
racks and ash trays to book ends, all sold to raise
funds for the Joint Red Cross and St John Fund.
Each piece came with an individually numbered
certificate of authenticity, dated 13 May 1942.
'This example is Design No. 200, a paperweight,
which cost 10s [£20], bearing a seal, made from
the roof lead of the Houses of Parliament,
showing the famous Clock Tower, known as Big
Ben, dated ‘London 1941’. Of note, this piece
retains the blackened scorch or soot stains from
the Blitz fire of 10-11 May 1941.

A photograph showing the damage caused when a bomb tore a hole
in the stonework of Big Ben during the hombing on 10 May 1941,
(Historic Military Press)




g

1 , : ITHE I‘ib'M‘E ﬁa _.1939‘ IyﬁglIN 00 (» ‘f,. Bk
’h e’ A 3 - i1 'a' = : 51&:*‘_
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hroughout history, many political »
| leaders have used devices to identity ;i
‘and distinguish themselves, whether it

- isdistinctive catchphrases, clothing or even hand

- gestures. Hitler used his outstretched right arm
,l ~as a Nazi salute, while his opponent, Winston
l,r Church111 chose a two-finger V for victory hand

-q gesture But while Churchill may have become

I

“known to history as the V-symbol’'s most famous
‘prqponent you may be surprised to know that
fre did not invent it, nor was he the first to use

ﬁ A3 1t1nthewar
~ True, on 13 May 1940, in his first major
~ ‘blood, toil, tears and sweat’ speech on becoming
i* prime minister, Churchill stated: “You ask, what
..1s our aum> I can answer in one word: victory.

F l

Vlctory at all costs, victory in spite of all terror,
- victory, however long and hard the road may be,
for without victory there is no survival.” However,
it would not be until January 1941, when the
- word was made into a battle cry and symbol of
- defiance — and not by a Briton.
- On 14 January 1941, forty-five-year-old
i & Bclglan politician in exile, Victor de Laveleye
¥ uJ.,‘jt,‘, (1594-1945) broadcast to his occupied
R 8 3 bemehnd on the BBC’s Radio Belgique, that,
'4‘ 1 symbol of subterfuge and resistance, they
b ! i t"htm.ld daub the letter ‘V” on walls in defiance of
% e@bccuplers The letter was significant, because

NG
G »‘;ji_ od for the French word for victory (victoire)

-f‘ he ugl word f'” freedom (‘vrz]beui}
s
« 3 rwas an instant success on the
he BBC expanded their ‘V for
" .}‘ da. Asmstant news g edltor
e | -AC .‘ 'SP a-kmg lo'ne]. i




52: TREEN V-FOR-VICTORY FINGER SYMBOL, JULY 1941

opening bars of Beethoven’s fifth symphony also
had the same rhythm, so the BBC used this as its
call sign in its foreign language programmes to
occupied Europe.

The V-symbol was also graffitied in the
occupied Channel Islands [see Object 23], but
the punishment if caught doing so was harsh:
arrest and imprisonment. However, there were
also more subtle forms of usage. Following a
coin shortage on the islands, in April 1941,
local artist Edmund Blampied (1886-1966)
was commissioned to design new occupation
banknotes: ingeniously, Blampied incorporated
the V-sign in their design.

It was only after a radio broadcast on 19
July 1941, during which Winston Churchill
mentioned the ongoing V' campaign, did the
prime minister start using his now famous V
hand sign. At this point, it also became popular
at home, chalked on walls, on the side of air raid
shelters and in newsreels — you could even buy
lapel badges bearing the letter ‘V’.

Churchill sometimes made the symbol
with his fingernails facing forwards — also a
rude hand gesture. An urban legend suggests
that this gesture dates back to defiant English
and Welsh longbowmen in the 1415 Battle of

Agincourt, but there is no historical evidence to
support this. Churchill’s private secretary, John
Colville, noted that the premier was informed
of the offensiveness of this other V-sign, but
occasionally continued to use it: perhaps, also, a
sign of Churchill’s sometimes mischievous sense
of humour!

The Germans tried to subvert the campaign by
pointing out that the letter V also stood for the
German word for victory, vikforia, and that the
Allies’ Morse letter adaptation was derived from
composer Beethoven, also German. The Nazis
even started their own campaign, erecting a giant
‘V’ on the side of the Eiffel Tower in occupied
Paris, but it did not succeed — everybody knew
it was the Allied symbol for the cause of victory.

In the 1960s, the hand gesture was also
appropriated by the hippy generation as a symbol
for peace during the Vietnam War, its most
famous proponent being Beatle John Lennon
(1940-80).

'This 8in tall piece of treen, nicely carved from
a salvaged piece of scrap wood made a handy
wartime morale-boosting reminder of the V
for Victory campaign. Obviously, when hosting
visitors you would have to be careful in which
direction you displayed it!
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~A\he experience of the Blitz had truly
been a trial by fire for the Auxiliary
- Fire Service. Operational duties had
revealed many shortcomings of an organisation
that had been hurriedly created and based on
. pre-war local fire brigades, each with their
~ own structures, operating methods and varied
- equipment, which often caused confusion. For
- example, the brigades were so divergent that
~ sometimes fire appliances from a neighbouring
~ city would arrive to assist another’s brigade, only
Y "d: there were no standard fittings.
Minister of Home Security Herbert Morrison
- took forcible action to rectify the situation. On
18 August 1941, the AFS and numerous local
. ,ﬁ ~fire brigades were nationalised into the National
~ Tire Service (NFS).
T Initially, this government action did not
go down well with many local fire brigade
committees, who felt their independence was
being compromised by a centralised authoritarian
k. decision. However, nationalisation was the most
s logical and efficient solution. The NES became

~ more organised, with new standardised ranks,
~ uniforms, insignia, training and quasi-military
- discipline. The move also unified the regular
- firemen with their AFS cohorts.
: i "'F@;e_-.’_appliances, equipment and, most
~ importantly, organisation were also standardised,
~ with Britain divided into forty-three new
3 -Iara}S:Firq_ Force Regions, each with its own
and, relaying national instruction. Regular
\ ‘orders and a series of Manuals of
‘u;-' lbécame the general texts of the

c Sf,fvice College was also started
Q, .

53 NPS Women’s Cap, Au

e ,foﬁﬂ@ training o'f,N_FSf -
A

Tronically, by the middle of the war,
lull in air raids, there was far less for

to do. There was some reduction in persont
numbers, while others filled the gap making
components for the war effort and, at Christmas,
toys from scrap materials for children. However,
training remained comprehensive, which was as
well as Luftwaffe bombing returned with the
Baedeker Raids of 1942 and the Tip-and-Run
Raids of 1943.

The final year of the war would be the most
diverse one for the NFS. With the build-up o
of military personnel and materials along the ]\.#
south coast in the preparations for D-Day,under
the Colour Scheme, NFS personnel from less N
vulnerable areas in the Midlands were drafted _-":

e




53: NFS WOMEN'S CAP, AUGUST 1941

to the south as reinforcement in case of enemy
attacks.

When the German V-weapon attacks began
in June 1944, due to their tremendous blast
power, ironically, they often immediately blew
out any fires they started, leaving little for the
NEFS to extinguish. As a result, their role became
more of rescue, assisting the CD services.

Following D-Day, the NFS even left Britain’s
shores. In January 1945, No. 4 Column of the
NFS Overseas Contingent was attached to the
US Army and advanced through Europe into
Germany, facing mines and snipers, but helping
control fires caused by the enemy.

With the wars end, true to Morrison’s
original word, on 1 April 1948, Britain’s fire
services were denationalised and returned to
local authority control, a surprising move in
an age of nationalisation. However, even today,

Britain’s fire service owes much to the reforms

of the NFS.

en

Leicester NFS firewomen try on their new uniform caps, with the firewoman, centre, wearing the flap folded down, tied under her chin.

At its peak strength in 1943, the NFS was
370,000 strong. Over 80,000 of these personnel
were women, who served in a variety of roles,
from canteen or office administration work,
to officers or communications staff in control
rooms. Others acted as motorcycle despatch
riders or drove ancillary vehicles. During the
war, twenty-five firewomen lost their lives. One
firewoman, twenty-one-year-old Gillian Tanner,
was awarded the George Medal for bravery,
when she delivered petrol to fire pumps in the
London docks at the height of an air raid. Also,
twenty-two British Empire Medals and forty-
one Kings Commendations for Brave Conduct
were awarded to firewomen. This official NFS
firewomen’s peaked cap, made by the biggest
mass-producing hat company in the world,
J. Collett & Co. of London, is dated 1944. It
reflects both the smart and organised nature of
the NFS.




oday, Britons are spoilt for choice for

~ clothes, with many different styles

available at cheap prices from several

! - high street retailers. The twenty-first-century

= penchant for disposable or fast fashion would
- ,' seem unﬂrnagmable to our 1940s forebears when

~ more standardised: women wore a dress or skirt

L ‘"‘andfblousc, men wore a suit and tie and both
exes regularly wore hats: in the case of the latter,

) rllsually a cloth cap, trilby or Homburg - and
- what you wore usually also was a distinguisher
of social class. T-shirts were a thing of the future

Iarrd clothing, no matter your class, was mostly

formal

s However Britain’s dress norms were suddenly
i ¢ shook.fup on 1 June 1941 when clothes rationing

7 7 "'was 1ntrpduced Initially, Churchill was against
" the move, as he thought it would be bad for

-

the morale of Britons to be dressed in ‘rags As a further austerity measure, Jusr. thr e
_: “and ta__tters. However, food rationing had been | months after the introduction of cl
- introduced ayear and a half earlier and although | rationing, the Board of Trade introduced Utili
I many Were drsappornted most understood the | clothing. This was a range of srmplen c he
' made to stricter limits in materials, «.-_
the number of buttons, pockets and pleats
(there was no mention of ‘ration’ on the cover) | allowed. Turn-ups on trousers and dou »fh
gge,tammg sixty-six coupons, which was the | breasted suits were banned. Nonetheless,
lﬁﬁv&fént to one complete new outfit per year. | leading designers, such as Hardy Amies (
s ‘l‘; rng children and factory workers received | 2003) and Norman Hartnell (1901 {
e doupons 'The amount of coupons needed | commissioned to create a var1ety sty
ded on the garment and the material it | colours of Utility clothrng of satrsfact
ade fro | , 50, for example, a suit regurred As an added appeal, the clothm& W2
n\tﬁnme coupons, or women’s | price-controlled and tax-free. w
ﬁions' However, as the ‘war | were some percelved anquI(B.l
Lshortages bit, a]locatrgps of | a work, schdol qr{ 31 [ ww'r .
educed: in 942,1tfe t“d‘ﬁ)r.ty- l-.gequlredt()s_ el sk ous clof
.~ ndr 945 to | _.“!J' _I ]

[ -
n
]




54: UTILITY DRESS, SUMMER 1941

downs (whether they wanted to or not), bought
second-hand clothing from friends or the black
market. Women created the effect of stockings

by drawing a line down the back of their legs
with an eyeliner pencil to imitate seams. ‘Liquid
stockings’, a temporary brown stain in a bottle,
was also used, but not as widely as perceived
today.

As a further aid, from 1942, the Board of
Trade introduced Make Do and Mend: as the
President of the Board of Trade, Oliver Lyttleton
(1893-1972), explained to the nation: ‘When
you feel tired of your old clothes, remember that
by making them do, you are contributing to some
part of an aeroplane, a gun or a tank.” Advice was
distributed in the form of leaflets and a popular
booklet, giving tips on how to extend the life
of clothing and even transform garments, such
as making women’s clothing from a man’s suit

or a dress from curtains. Patches became quite
commMmon on Worn garments.

Such was success of the Utility clothing
scheme it was extended to a diverse range of
other items, such as furniture, books, blankets,
crockery, cigarette lighters and even radios [see
Object 86]. Indeed, although clothes rationing
only finally ended on 15 March 1949, post-war
material shortages meant Utility production
continued until 1952.

Items included in the Board of Trade’s Utility
scheme carried a distinguishing label or mark
bearing an identifying ‘CC41’ logo. Designed
by commercial artist Reginald Shipp, there is
some debate about the logo and its meaning.
A September 1941 Associated Press article
suggested the ‘two cheeses’or double ‘CC’s stood
for ‘Controlled Commodity’, while others have
suggested it represents the Civilian Clothing
Order 1941. Another suggestion is that the
supposed letters do not stand for anything and
were just a simple, recognisable symbol designed
by Shipp. Either way, it became a familiar symbol
in the war and beyond. This pretty floral summer
garment, bearing the CC41 label in its collar,
met the requirements for Utility dresses, which
were ‘no more than two pockets, five buttons, six
seams in the skirt, two inverted or box pleats or
four knife pleats, and 160in (4m) of stitching.
No superfluous decoration allowed. It should be
simple, practical, agreeable-looking, inexpensive
and made of good material.” While it might not
be the most fashionable or glamorous, its label
showed the wearer was doing her bit!
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: n the First World War, teetotal Minister
: [ of Munitions David Lloyd George (1863—
- 1945), declared war on Britain’s brewing
indusfry, stating: ‘We are fighting Germany,
Austria and drink; and as far as I can see, the
greatest of these three deadly foes is drink.” The
government closed breweries, cut pub opening
hours to just five hours a day, reduced beer
production and even made it illegal to buy or
~ ‘treat’ a drink for a friend. However, come the
~ Second World War, there was a governmental
- about-turn: realising social drinking was good
for morale, not only did the government leave
the brewing industry to ‘carry or, but it never
rationed beer.

"The government did not restrict pub opening
from pre-war hours. In theory, at least, pubs
could open 11.30 am-3 pm, then 5.30 pm-
10.30 pm. But the war still made its mark. Beer
was often in short supply, with pubs running
dry halfway through the night, resulting in a
‘No beer’ sign on the door. In 1941, some pubs
tried to make their beer supplies last longer by

~ onlyopening from 8 pm for a couple of hours, or
 even just on alternate nights. Similarly, although,
 officially, beer may not have been rationed, some
- landlords introduced their own restrictions to
4 ~ one pint per customer. Drinkers built up a thirst
~ visiting all the pubs in their neighbourhood
& usearchmg for just one pint. ‘Outsiders’ visiting
bl;& - a pli’o even received a cold shoulder from locals
e they g V1ewed to be drinking ‘their’ beer

PP _'_

1sec ed to be. S ttmg in a draughty, dark, boarded-

Es as not unusual during the Blitz. Located
sl

were -suscepti'Blt to

orn ers or dt:tached locations and !

bomb blast. A pub’s entire supply of beer glasses
and displayed bottles could be smashed by just
one explosion, so drinkers often had to h1_r" g
their own receptacles: it was not unusual to sS .
the clientele drinking out of jam jars. '
Though customers and staff were sometimes
invited to shelter in beer cellars, the confined ;
space of a pub resulted in several tragic incidents.
Oneof the worst was on 12 December 1940,when
the Marples Hotel, in Fitzalan Square, Sheffield, '»' o
received a direct hit, killing seventy inside. By
the end of 1941, 1,116 licensed premises had
been destroyed by air raids, comprising 916 pubs s
and 200 off-licences. -
Similarly, breweries, though well-built, were
large, conspicuous buildings that looked like
factories. Numerous breweries in the blitzed

cities were damaged or even destroyed, such
as Boddington’s Strangeways Brewery, i_n‘J_'
Manchester, which was burned out by incendiary
bombs on 22 December 1940. However, former .L;',

1A
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55: ORNAMENTAL BEER TANKARD, 1941

commercial rivalries were forgotten and many
breweries helped each other out, brewing their
competitor’s beer and barrelling it, all for the
common good.

Drunkenness disrupting war production was
not such a concern as in the First World War,
because although beer consumption rose by 25
per cent, it was diluted and the alcohol content
lower. Due to the shortages, beer drinkers
also slowly supped their pints to make them
last longer. Beer prices, the perennial moan of
drinkers today, also rose considerably in wartime.
The Treasury realised there was money to be
made for the war effort by taxing beer: in 1939,
the excise duty on a barrel of beer was 24s [£67],
by 1944, it was £7 [£300]. This had a knock-on
effect for drinkers and the price of a pint rose
from 6d [£1.50] in 1939 up to 1s 3d [£2.50]
— although actually still quite cheap by today’s
prices.

Unlike today, where oft-licences sell drink
in bottles and cans, customers brought their
own bottles and jugs to be filled, again due to
the shortage of glass. Pubs also commonly sold
similar take-outs to customers.

Spirits were even harder to come by, unless
you wanted to spend a lot of money on the black
market. The price of whisky had doubled to 25s
9d [£50] a bottle. During the war, only three
short periods for distilling Scotch whisky were

allowed and that was designated for export to
bring in much-needed foreign revenue. Wine
drinkers also had a tough war: the fall of France
instantly ended wine imports and by 1943, if you
could find a bottle of claret, some restaurants
were charging £3 [£115] a bottle. Alternative
supplies of wine were still imported from the
Empire, but it was largely viewed as expensive
and undrinkable.

The wartime shortage of beer glasses may
have led to the production of these fancy
decorative ceramic beer tankards, though a
large percentage were probably for the export
market. This example, made by the Wade Heath
pottery, of Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, around
1941, bears the appropriate wording ‘Roll Out
'The Barrel’, after the famous song, also known
as The Beer Barrel Polka, composed in 1927 by
the Czech musician, Jaromir Vejvoda (1902-88).
Released in 1939, it was a wartime hit in many
countries, from Germany to China, particularly
as a beer-drinking song and was recorded by
several artists, from the Andrews Sisters to the
Glenn Miller Orchestra [see Object 89]. The
tankard’s handle is in the form of a uniformed
Tommy, while other known examples, in blue
and green glazes, feature Churchill instead.
Though well-made, it is unlikely this tankard
would have withstood the rigours of a pub, so it
was probably for ornamental home usage.
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t may largely be forgotten now, but when
_door-to-door recycling schemes were widely
: in'troduced across Britain in the 1990s, there

pages of local newspapers. Some moaned at
the suggestion of having to put their waste into
separate bins and said they would refuse. Rewind
fifty years earlier and you'll find there were no

were many reactionary grumbles on letters’

the war effort with their salvage. ,
As the German blockade bit, the government
initiated a campaign to reuse old materials. In -ﬁ
a broadcast to the nation in July 1940, the first
wartime Minister of Supply, Herbert Morrison, .
implored: T ask people to start now and save their - _1;:)
paper, bones and scrap metal. In that way, we

"

shall build up a great reserve of raw L ;

materials ready to be transformed
into war materials.’

Issued by the
LEEDS SALVAGE DEPARTMENT

is helping
fo win

Every Yorkshire housewife can help to win the War by
utting out for the Salvage Collector ALL OIld Books,
agazines and Paper, ALL OIld Metal Ornaments, Tools,

Door_ Knockers, Etc., ALL Bones and ALL Rags—they're

all needed for vital munitions and supplies. AND, all

xrar: of Food are wanted, too, to feed the Pigs and

Poultry.

Bl AND NOW, MAKE £verd WEEK A SALVAGE WEEK!

A\ The public response was _
overwhelming: people of all
ages turned up to hand over

their aluminium pots and pans

at salvage points in most towns
and villages. From a largely pre-

/

war generation who were used to

slinging everything in the metal
dustbin, it became second nature
for households to divide their
rubbish into separate salvage boxes

)
&

and rags. Although recycling = =

for glass, paper, metal, rubber':

technology was comparatively

in its infancy, nearly everything =

K -
that could be recycled was — i

and into a surprising variety of ',_q':_
objects. Rubber could be reused g
to make tyres for army lorries,
gas masks, escape dinghies and ; s

barrage balloons. Animal bgsl
were reused to make glue fo
aircraft, glycerine for explos
and fertilisers for the ﬁ§1 ‘
a simple metlal 9in saucepan ¢
; ' E g Fe e
Jtit?rgt‘l}acll_e nto a ba onet.
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56: SALVAGE DRIVE LEAFLET, AUTUMN 1941

Before the war, Britain had been largely

dependent on overseas timber supplies,
particularly from Canada.

When war came, although Britain'’s annual
home timber production rose from 0.5 to 3.75
million tons, timber imports declined from 9.5
million tons to only 1.75 million tons in 1943 —
an overall net drop of almost 50 per cent. Paper
could be recycled for many uses, from maps to
war manuals. It was even stated that 1 ton of
paper made 300 mortar shell carriers or 110,000
washers for shells. Asides from collecting old
newspapers and magazines for salvage, old books
were also requested by the Ministry of Supply for
repulping: in 1943, fifty-six million books were
handed in, six million of which were considered
too valuable to be destroyed and five million
were sent to the troops as reading material.

When you see wartime photos today, you
will notice there were very few items that could
not be recycled: most clothes were of natural
materials, not synthetic. Indeed, plastics, a huge
cause of twenty-first-century pollution, did
exist, but only in small quantities, in the form
of Bakelite, usually used in larger, longer-life
items, such as telephone sets or light switches,
and certainly not in the quantity of the single-
use disposable plastics of today. Instead, goods

were either wrapped in paper, card or a metal can

— all recyclable for the war effort. Indeed, later
in the war, many food wrappings were banned
altogether.

To encourage and help the salvage drive,
from February 1942 part-time council Salvage
Stewards were issued with a red plastic badge,
those in shops and offices were given a blue
badge and in factories, a green badge. The youth
organisations, such as the Scouts and Guides,
had helped collect salvage from the war’s start,
but children were also employed as junior salvage
stewards, known as ‘Cogs’, under the d